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Please forward this
emailed newsletter to

your club members. 

District II
Club Presidents,

3

Submit your club’s events, photos & articles
for the December District II Newsletter by 

November 15  to:th

Anna Marie Allen
annabanana7@comcast.net

If any members would like to be added to the
email list to receive the newsletter directly,
please send me your name & email address. 



Message From Your District II
Director

Becky Fox Matthews

Becky
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2025-2027 District II 
Committee Chairmen

2025-2027 District II 
Executive Board

Director
Awards

Vice Director

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Grants

Blue Star & Gold Star
Families Memorial 
Markers

Endowment Trust

Hospitality—Co-Chairs

Newsletter Editor

Vision of Beauty 
Calendar

Parliamentarian

Chaplain

Ways & Means

Becky Fox Matthews
Gateway Acres Garden Club,
Judges Council
1006 Waller Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-8349
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Karen Dawson
Town & Country Garden Club
fdkd70@bellsouth.net
615-594-2455

Jennifer Kidd
New Neighbors Garden Club
jkkmd@comcast.net
615-478-4854

Kay Wells
Rachel Jackson Garden Club
wellsonhill@comcast.net
615-419-3718

Theresa Bray
Beachaven Garden Club
tlbray1@bellsouth.net
931-542-7362

Gayle Jaggers
Oak Hill Garden Club
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net
615-504-5045

TBD

Pam Dowd
Optimistic Gardeners Club
pamldowd@aol.com
615-896-8663

Annette Shrader
Clarksville Garden Club
annette.shrader@yahoo.com
931-801-8832

Becky Fox Matthews
District II Director
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Lola Eslick
Franklin County Garden Club
eslickla@aol.com
931-808-5754

Tove Rawlings
Country Homes Garden Club
info@therawlings.net
615-876-2169

Anna Marie Allen
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030

Gwyne Ellis Powers
Country Homes Garden Club
plantprincess2005@yahoo.com
813-833-5907

Kandee Walker
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
twalker10@aol.com
615-403-5053

Jan Vester
Country Homes Garden Club
janvestertn@gmail.com
615-870-2788

Door Prizes
Anna Marie Allen
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030
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The District II Fall Membership Meeting was held
October 7, 2025 at the First Baptist Church in Joelton.  
Ninety-nine TFGC members registered and enjoyed the
program, meeting, shopping at the sales tables, and the
wonderful lunch by Best Eats Catering of Portland, TN.

Joy Boven taught us about “Planting for Biodiversity”.
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
members—Standing:  Lillian
Hibbett, Sandy Estes, Jeanne

Teeter; Seated:  Mary Richardson
& Carol Anne Beasley

District II Vice-Director Karen
Dawson & Vision of Beauty

Calendar District II Chairman
Kandee Walker

Harpeth Bend Garden Club attendees:
Kandee Walker, Marsha Hunt, 

Anna Marie Allen & Claudette Ryan

Jeri Melton, Asha Joyce, Annette Shrader
& Meera Maliakkal 7



District II Officers:
Treasurer Theresa Bray,

Vice-Director Karen Dawson &
Recording Secretary Jennifer Kidd

Standing:  District II Director
Becky Fox Matthews &
DII Awards Chairman 

Gayle Jaggers
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2025 TFGC Presidents’ Meeting Minutes from 7-8-2025
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District II Treasurer’s Report
by Theresa Bray

2026 “Vision of Beauty” Calendar Sales Report 
by Kandee Walker, District II Chairman

• District II had 26 clubs participate in the purchase of 258 Vision of Beauty 2026
Calendars. 

• Debbie Shaver, TFGC State Vision of Beauty Calendar Chair, reported the total sales
for the state of Tennessee resulted in a contribution of $791 to the TFGC Scholarship
Fund.  

• THANK YOU to ALL who helped make this sale successful!  I would like to recognize
and personally thank the following people for their “special” help:   Kathy Rychen,
Anna Marie Allen, Theresa Bray, Debbie Shaver, Denise Thorne, Tom Walker and 26
AWESOME D-II GARDEN CLUBS!

• Please, if you have not already, be sure to pick up your club’s order today!!

• I have 10 extra calendars for sale today.  They are $10 each. 
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TFGC District II 
District II Garden Clubs
• Beachaven Garden Club
• Ben Lomand Garden Club
• Camden Garden Club
• Clarksville Garden Club
• Country Homes Garden Club
• Evening Belle Garden Club
• First Saturday Garden Club
• Flower Growers Garden Club
• Flower Lovers Circle
• Franklin County Garden Club
• Garden Lovers Club
• Gateway Acres Garden Club
• Harpeth Bend Garden Club
• Hendersonville Garden Club
• Iris City Garden Club
• Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
• Lebanon Road Garden Club
• Leipers Fork Garden Club
• Les Candides Garden Club
• New Neighbors Garden Club
• Oak Hill Garden Club
• Optimistic Gardeners Club
• Rachel Jackson Garden Club
• Shady Grove Garden Club
• Shelbyville Garden Club
• T.A.G.S.
• Town & Country Garden Club
• Tyne Meade Garden Club
• Volunteer Garden Club 
• Year Round Garden Club
• Warner Park Garden Club 

II

Club 
News
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Beachaven Garden Club
The Beachaven Garden Club met at a member’s home in Henry

County to share some charcuterie food, a wonderful home-baked
chocolate chess pie, strawberry lemonade, and oven-warm

sourdough bread!  After eating we made gel prints, then ventured to
the beach at Kentucky Lake for a refreshing swim!
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Flower Growers Garden Club
September 2025 Meeting

Native Wildflowers Bingo!
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Flower Growers Garden Club
September 2025 Meeting

Mary Forrest Hancock sharing
Judges critique of Classifications

with membership 

“Schooltime”

“Fall Harvest”
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Flower Growers Garden Club
September 2025 Meeting

“Better Late” Rosa ‘Summer Surprise’

Coppertone Stonecrop

Gourds
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Flower Growers Garden Club
September 2025 Meeting

Horticulture

Submitted by Patty Compton & Morna Conway; Photos by Kim Orrand
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Flower Lovers Circle
September was a busy month for the Flower
Lovers Circle.  We prepare for the Middle
Tennessee District Fair in which we have a
wonderful flower show.  Gail Watson
prepares us by showing examples of how to
create our designs to be entered.  There are
two full days of registration of entries.  What
fun it is to see all the beautiful plants and
flowers being entered by our community!
The judges come for a prepared meal by the
club and start their judging immediately
after. Ribbons are assigned, and then the Fair
opens to the public for the flower show.
We’re all happy to see the end result of our
year of hard work beautifying our world with
flowers. 

Submitted by Nita Slater 18



Harpeth Bend Garden Club
October Meeting

The Harpeth Bend Garden Club’s October 8
Meeting was held at the home of Margaret Reeves.
Jennie Daugherty & Margaret led our program on
State Parks, which was enjoyable & educational!

th

Hostesses Jennie Daugherty, Marsha Hunt & Margaret Reeves
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Harpeth Bend Garden Club
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
October 8, 2025 Meeting 

Clifftops Lake Clubhouse in Monteagle

21

Hostesses:  Marion Butler, Libby Black, Dot Taylor, & Barbara Forsythe

Nature Program by Margaret Matens—Conservationist,
Environmentalist, Author & Teacher



“What to do with Sweet Gum Balls” by Barbara Forsythe

Optimistic Gardeners Club
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Lynn & Joe Rouse explain “Botanical Arts”



Left:  Marion Butler’s Decorated Pumpkins Raffle; 
Right:  Members brought decorated pumpkins or gourds—

Mary McCord, Mary Richardson & Anita Wherry

Optimistic Gardeners Club
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
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Left:  Kay Clark shares her pumpkin with flowers from her garden.
Center:  Shelby Moore & Jeanne Teeter share their pumpkin &
gourd.  Right:  Sandy Estes with her pumpkin arrangement. 

Left:  Succulents in the pumpkin arrangement.  
Center:  Cute pumpkin witch by Carol Anne Beasley &

colorful crayon pumpkin by Wanda Copley.  
Right:  Cheekwood Harvest Information shared by club

president Lillian Hibbett.
Photos by Julia Wilson



Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
The Lake Forest Acres Garden Club held its annual picnic at the

residence of Beverly Lutz, who is a member of the Club and

currently serves as Parliamentarian.  Beverly has been a member

of the club since 1997 and shares her beautiful lake home and

gardens each year with all the members.  There was a wonderful

lake breeze and the potluck lunch was a hit. As you can see, it was

“a beautiful day in the neighborhood!”  A warm shout out to

Beverly for sharing her lovely home. 

Beverly Lutz
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Submitted by Anice Rouse

Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
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Leipers Fork Garden Club

It is looking lovely at our Blue Star Memorial in the

quaint Leipers Fork.  It also has the police car of Sheriff

Andy Taylor of Mayberry. 
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Leipers Fork Garden Club

The garden at Timberland State Park just off of Hwy 96 is

beautifully cared for by Margaret Cameron and fellow

members of the Leipers Fork Garden Club.  It is a place to

go for picnics, hiking, and just feeling peace.  The park

has many visitors that come to just enjoy the area.  

Submitted by Faye Sturm 28
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Submitted by Kathy Rychen
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Tyne Meade Garden Club
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Tyne Meade Garden Club

Submitted by Kathy Brown 36



Volunteer Garden Club

Volunteer Garden Club met Friday, October 3  at the
Farm Bureau Building in Shelbyville with president

Aurelia Swann presiding.  The design theme was 

rd

“Ghosts and Ghouls”.  

Herbs were the featured horticulture.  37



Volunteer Garden Club

Hostesses Sharon Reagor and Pat Sherrill
 provided an attractive table and some tasty treats. 

Becky Nichols, guest speaker, gave an interesting program on design. 

The “What Have You” category contained a wide variety of entries.  
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Volunteer Garden Club

On October 13 , several Volunteer members met at the home of Ann
Spenser to groom plants to be used for decorating for the annual

fundraiser luncheon benefiting the Friends of the Shelbyville-Bedford
County Library.  Suzanne Bobo and daughter Michelle, Judy Smith and

president Aurelia Swann are pictured above. 

th

Judy Smith, June Gilmore,
Michelle Bobo, Suzanne Bobo and
Ann Spenser are pictured with a
number of plants to be used to
decorate for the Friends of the

Library fundraiser. 39



Volunteer Garden Club

Once the plants were groomed and ready to be transported,
Ann Spenser served lunch to those helping with the project.

Pictured are Michelle Bobo, Suzanne Bobo, Ann Spenser,
Judy Smith and June Gilmore.  

Rebecca Davis, granddaughter of member Ann Spenser and niece of
president Aurelia Swann, provided her truck for transporting the plants
and assisted with loading and unloading.  Ann Spenser and Judy Smith

gave a final check of the room once all plants were placed.  The
fundraiser was held on October 14  at The Blue Ribbon Circle on the

Celebration grounds in Shelbyville. 

th

Submitted by June Gilmore
40



Which is the
oldest flower
in the world?

The oldest flower in the world is a species christened
“the Mother of All Flowers”.  It is believed to have first

bloomed in China.  The flower was discovered in
archaeological fossils back in 2002, during which time

it was dated 125 million years back.  The closest
relative is the water lily. 

Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson
Garden Club, New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S.,
District II Judges Council & the Organization of Floral
Art Designers (OFAD).  She is a regular contributor to
the column “Did You Know?” 41
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Gardening—A Way of Life

by Gayle Jaggers



From the Herb Society of Nashville website

Autumn Herbs
Popular autumn herbs that thrive in cool weather

include sage, thyme, rosemary, cilantro, parsley, and
chives. These herbs are ideal for autumn gardening
because many are cold-hardy, meaning they can be

planted in the fall to grow through the cooler months
and provide fresh flavor for fall and winter cooking.
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Featured Photography
Becky Fox Matthews
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Upcoming 
Events
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Nashville Rose Society
Meeting, Program & 

Silent Auction!
Arrive for the meeting

about 1:00 pm if you have
items for the silent auction.
Bidding will begin at 1:30
pm and will close at 3:30

pm.  Payments for
purchased items can be

made with cash, check or
Venmo (a 3% surcharge will

be added).  

We hope to see you!
 

Jason Reeves
“Color Me Happy:  Plants that Brighten Winter’s Gloom”

Even in the South, winter can seem like an eternity.  Plants with
winter interest can make gray days more bearable by adding a

spark of color and life to an otherwise dormant landscape.
There are so many underutilized plants on the market today

that not only flower but have interesting bark, great winter leaf
color, and tantalizing textures. Not only do many of these

beauties look good in the winter, they look great in the spring
and summer, too!  With some new additions to your landscape,

your enjoyment will extend through all the seasons.

November 2, 2025
1:30 - 4:00 pm

Ellington
Agriculture

Center 
Ed Jones

Auditorium 
416 Hogan Road

Nashville, TN
37220
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Greens Tea

YOU ARE INVITED TO

The Ivan Racheff House
& Gardens 

1943 TENNESSEE
AVENUE

KNOXVILLE, TN 37921

S A T U R D A Y ,
D E C E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5

1 1 : 0 0  A M  -  2 : 0 0  P M
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Winter Membership Meeting
Horticultural Society of Middle
Tennessee

Monday January 12, 2026 
10:00 am

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
Botanic Hall

1200 Forrest Park Drive 
Nashville

Horticulture Focus 
& Vote on Slate of Officers 
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Middle Tennessee Daffodil Society
Spring Meeting

Sunday, March 1, 2026
2:00 pm

Bradford Room of the Frist Learning Center at
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens

1200 Forrest Park Drive
Nashville, TN 37205 52



The Florida Federation of Garden
Clubs is hosting the 

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. 
2026 Convention

with an Eastern Caribbean Cruise
from Port Canaveral, FL

March 16-21, 2026
For details, go to:

deepsouthgardenclubs.com

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. 2026 Convention

53



Environmental Focus

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
Botanic Hall

1200 Forrest Park Drive
Nashville

Spring
Membership
Meeting

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026
10:00AM
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Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited
Flower Show Judges

of 
District II

Will sponsor an

Monday & Tuesday
April 13 - 14, 2026

Held at 
The Oaklands Mansion

in
Maney Hall

901 North Maney Avenue
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

For more information 
Contact Kathy Rychen

kathyrychen@gmail.com

NGC Flower Show Symposium 
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