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Message from the District II Director
Becky Fox Matthews

Becky
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2025-2027 District II 
Committee Chairmen

2025-2027 District II 
Executive Board

Director
Awards

Vice Director

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Grants

Blue Star & Gold Star
Families Memorial 
Markers

Endowment Trust

Hospitality—Co-Chairs

Newsletter Editor

Vision of Beauty 
Calendar

Parliamentarian

Chaplain

Ways & Means

Becky Fox Matthews
Gateway Acres Garden Club,
Judges Council
1006 Waller Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-8349
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Karen Dawson
Town & Country Garden Club
fdkd70@bellsouth.net
615-594-2455

Jennifer Kidd
New Neighbors Garden Club
jkkmd@comcast.net
615-478-4854

Kay Wells
Rachel Jackson Garden Club
wellsonhill@comcast.net
615-419-3718

Theresa Bray
Beachaven Garden Club
tlbray1@bellsouth.net
931-542-7362

Gayle Jaggers
Oak Hill Garden Club
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net
615-352-0762 (home)

TBD

Pam Dowd
Optimistic Gardeners Club
pamldowd@aol.com
615-896-8663

Annette Shrader
Clarksville Garden Club
annette.shrader@yahoo.com
931-801-8832

Becky Fox Matthews
District II Director
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Lola Eslick
Franklin County Garden Club
eslickla@aol.com
931-808-5754

Tove Rawlings
Country Homes Garden Club
info@therawlings.net
615-876-2169

Anna Marie Allen
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030

Gwyne Ellis Powers
Country Homes Garden Club
plantprincess2005@yahoo.com
813-833-5907

Kandee Walker
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
twalker10@aol.com
615-403-5053

Jan Vester
Country Homes Garden Club
janvestertn@gmail.com
615-870-2788

Door Prizes
Anna Marie Allen
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030
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Check out the 
TFGC Website

tngardenclubs.org

Updated Forms
Upcoming Events

Volunteer Gardener
News & More!
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Please forward this
emailed newsletter to

your club members. 

District II
Club Presidents,

Submit your club’s events, photos & articles for
the February 2026 District II Newsletter by 

January 15  to:th

annabanana7@comcast.net
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Presidents’ Reports
are due 

If you are a District II Club President, you need to submit a
“President’s Report” for 2025.

The “Club President’s Report” Form that you submit can be found
on the TFGC Website:  tngardenclubs.org

If your club participated in a Flower Show in 2024 or 2025, submit a
“Flower Show Report Form” as well.  

This form is also on the TFGC website. 

Send completed copies of the form(s) to the following THREE (3) individuals, 
postmarked OR emailed by January 20th:

•  District II Director—Becky Fox Matthews
1006 Waller Road  Brentwood, TN 37027

 becky@lostfrogs.com

•  TFGC Awards Chair—Debbie Shaver
349 Sharpe Lane  Dayton, TN  37321

buffiescorner@bellsouth.net

•  TFGC President—Lelia Johnson
3475 Brighton Blvd. NW  Cleveland, TN 37312

l.johnson924@yahoo.com 7
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Application is open until February 17, 2026. 
NEW NGC GRANT OPPORTUNITY 

For more information, go to gardenclub.org 12



Club
Scrapbooks!

T O  S C H E D U L E  D E L I V E R Y ,
C O N T A C T  J U D Y
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are due in the hands of
Scrapbook Chairman

Judy Johnson

February 28, 2026
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Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited
Flower Show Judges

of 
District II

Will sponsor an

Monday & Tuesday
April 13 - 14, 2026

Held at 
The Oaklands Mansion

in
Maney Hall

901 North Maney Avenue
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

For more information 
Contact Kathy Rychen

kathyrychen@gmail.com

NGC Flower Show Symposium 
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“Sparkling Settings” Highlights
The Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee presented the 20th

Anniversary of “Sparkling Settings”.  The Holiday Luncheon &
Silent Auction were held on Monday, December 1, 2025 at
Cheekwood’s Botanic Hall.  Many District II club members

participated in the Christmas festivities!

Optimistic Gardeners Club enjoyed “A Very Berry Christmas”
tablescape theme.  Left to right:  Trudy Bain, Lillian Hibbett,
Beth Binkley, Wanda Copley, Patricia Nash & Jeanne Teeter.
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“Sparkling Settings” Highlights

Bette Ann Fields
Gateway Acres Garden Club
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“Sparkling Settings” Highlights
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“Sparkling Settings” Highlights

HSMT President Deby Pitts (second
from right) with members of the

Sparkling Settings team 
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TFGC District II 
District II Garden Clubs
• Beachaven Garden Club
• Ben Lomand Garden Club
• Camden Garden Club
• Clarksville Garden Club
• Country Homes Garden Club
• Evening Belle Garden Club
• First Saturday Garden Club
• Flower Growers Garden Club
• Flower Lovers Circle
• Franklin County Garden Club
• Garden Lovers Club
• Gateway Acres Garden Club
• Harpeth Bend Garden Club
• Hendersonville Garden Club
• Iris City Garden Club
• Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
• Lebanon Road Garden Club
• Leipers Fork Garden Club
• Les Candides Garden Club
• New Neighbors Garden Club
• Oak Hill Garden Club
• Optimistic Gardeners Club
• Rachel Jackson Garden Club
• Shady Grove Garden Club
• Shelbyville Garden Club
• T.A.G.S.
• Town & Country Garden Club
• Tyne Meade Garden Club
• Volunteer Garden Club 
• Year Round Garden Club
• Warner Park Garden Club 

II

Club 
News
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Beachaven Garden Club

The Club had a lovely Holiday Tea Party, with a program about
tea presented by Diann Nance. 
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Evening Belle Garden Club
December 2025 Meeting & Christmas Party

Standing left to right:  Lucy, Paula, Beth, Asha, Libby, Ann, Eba, Sharon, Angie, Susan, Meera,
Anne, Gini, Lesa & Irene.  Sitting:  Jeanette, Colleen, Susie, Lidia, Rose, Ro, Martina, Sarah,

Teri & Merrily. 

Martina, Susie, Merrily, Lidia & Asha 23



Evening Belle Garden Club

Submitted by Asha Joyce 24



First Saturday Garden Club

With the help of local veterans, the Club placed
wreaths at the Veterans Park on November 28 . th

Excerpts from Facebook 25



Flower Growers Garden Club
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Pilgrimage Farm’s Bob Star Kim Orrand & her amazing floral design

Submitted by Patty Compton 
& Morna Conway

Patty Compton, Lisa Blos-Johnson, Morna Conway,
Eddie Broadwell & Kim Orrand

Morna Conway’s 
Camellia sasanqua ‘Yuletide’

Flower Growers Garden Club
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Flower Lovers Circle
The Flower Lovers Circle met for our December Meeting and Christmas Luncheon at the

home of President Nita Slater.  We had a wonderful meeting, fellowship, and lunch, to
which all the ladies contributed some excellent goodies!  After our meeting, we enjoyed
decorating boxes that Mary Ann and Nita made for the group.  Mary Ann brought old

cards to be recycled as cut outs for the boxes.  We then filled them with various
confections of cookies and candy brought by each person.  What fun we had!  Each of the
ladies decorated two boxes to take with them and give to whomever they chose.  We also

brought gifts for the Shelter Inc.  All the things they may need! What a delightful day!
Merry Christmas Everyone!

28

Back Row:  Carol Sullivan, Betsy DeJong, Mary Ann Harris, Gail Watson & Reba Ayers
Front Row:  Betsy Koszut, Sheila Jones & Beth Ender



Flower Lovers Circle

Submitted by Nita Slater
29

Judy Piovarcy shows off 
boxes she made!



Harpeth Bend Garden Club
Our annual Christmas luncheon was held on December 10  at
the home of Robin Nash.  We enjoyed a delicious meal, played

games & had an ornament exchange!

th

Kandee Walker, Margaret Reeves, Robin Nash & Missy Hetzer

Claudette Ryan & Jennie Daugherty Mary Dorning, Joan Bailey, Beth Harlow, Betty Chapman & Jean Pickard
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Harpeth Bend Garden Club

Karen Brommer, Mary Dorning & Betty Chapman
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From top left to right:  Treasurer Carolyn Ricketts, Velda Dyer, Doris Wyatt,
Joan Pillow, Sandy Mahoney, Jean Smith, Beverly Lutz,

Vice President Dana Caldwell, Cindy Brumfield.
Bottom left to right:  Tracy Embry, Wanda Pardue, Kathy Lyon, Judy Parrish, 

Linda Sanders, Becky Brazier, Deanna Sydenstricker,
President Anice Rouse, Cece Meador, Secretary Carol Clem, Gaye McFadden.

Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
This year, Lake Forest Acres celebrated their annual Christmas event on December

1st at the Old Hickory Country Club, hosted by members Doris Wyatt and Tracy
Embry. The entire Country Club was a lovely setting, and our club would like to give

OHCC a special thank you for providing the beautiful table decorations.
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Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
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Lake Forest Acres Garden Club

Each year during the Christmas
holidays, the Lake Forest Acres

Garden Club donates to the Toys for
Tots campaign in conjunction with
the Mt. Juliet Police Department.
We would like to give a special
thank you to the MJPD for their

contribution in assisting and
distributing the Toys for Tots’ gifts

each year.  We also want to express
our deepest gratitude to the

Department for their important
services to our community.  Also,
we would like to thank Academy

Sports + Outdoors for their
generous contribution to this

worthy cause.  Thank you, thank
you, thank you all!! Have a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and

Happy 2026! 🎄

Anice Rouse, President and all the
Members of Lake Forest Acres

Garden Club (Mt. Juliet)

Top Photo:  Left to right:  LFAGC
President Anice Rouse, MJPD Lt.

Ronan, LFAGC V.P. Dana Caldwell,
LFAGC member Doris Wyatt and

MJPD Lt. Cothron.
Bottom Photo:  Left to right:  MJPD’s
Jake Laster, Lt. Cothron, Lt. Ronan.
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Leipers Fork Garden Club
Our November meeting was held at the lovely home of Clare Maness.

Clare gave us demonstrations of working with water beads.  She made three
arrangements—a fall design, a Christmas design, and one with fresh flowers.  

Clare experimented with water beads until she knew how to make the most creative
and beautiful arrangements.  

Submitted by Faye Sturm 35



Optimistic Gardeners Club 
December 3, 2025 Christmas Tea & Meeting

Hostesses: Libby Black, Wanda Copley, Julia Wilson, Ruth Taylor,
 Lisa Chappell, Beth Binkley & Dot Taylor

Left:  “Gardeners Christmas Tree” by Sheila Byburg & Lillian Hibbett
Center:  “Advent Wreath” by Marion Butler

Right:  “Wrapped Packages” by Barbara Forsythe, Dot Taylor & Rachel Reynolds
36



Optimistic Gardeners Club
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Shelby Moore, Mary McCord, & Ann Porter

Optimistic Gardeners Club

Dot Taylor taught the Club
 about different types of

“Christmas Cactus”

Submitted by Lillian Hibbett; photos by Julia Wilson

“Teacup Tree” 
by Julia Wilson 38



Tyne Meade Garden Club
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Tyne Meade Garden Club
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Sulfuric compounds are to blame for cut onions,
bringing tears to your eyes. 

According to the National Onion Association, 
chilling the onion and cutting the root end last

reduces the problem.

Also, I get a new onion from the root end:  I cut
off the bottom of the onion, leaving about 1.5 to
2 inches near the root.  Place the root end in a
pot with soil or directly in the ground, cover it

lightly with soil, and water it as needed to
encourage growth.  Now you have fresh scallion

to add to soups or a salad and an onion later!

Why cutting onion brings tears
in your eyes?

Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson
Garden Club, New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S.,
District II Judges Council & the Organization of Floral Art
Designers (OFAD).  She is a regular contributor to the
column “Did You Know?” 41



Follow up on last month’s
 “Did You Know?

This plant could outlive you!”
Christmas cactus 

Schlumbergera buckleyi

This is a photo of a 136 year-old Christmas Cactus that has
been passed down from one family member to another,

traveling all over the country throughout her lifetime.  She
now lives in a sunny corner in Oregon, receives one liter of
particulate-filled aquarium water every two weeks and a
monthly “rotation” on her vintage console sewing stand!

42Go Girl!! 



Upcoming Events
& Submission Deadlines 

Summary of 
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• TFGC State Awards Committee 
Judging Books of Evidence
9:00 am Central Time
Through the Grapevine
630 Broadmor Blvd.  Suite 190
Murfreesboro
Contact Debbie Shaver:  buffiescorner@bellsouth.net

• Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee  
Winter Membership Meeting
10:00 am
Botanic Hall at Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
1200 Forrest Park Drive  Nashville

1

12

6

• Submission Deadline for 
Winter 2026 Volunteer Gardener 

9 - 11 • Antiques & Garden Show of Nashville
Music City Center
201 Rep. John Lewis Way S.
Nashville, TN 37203

• Submission Deadline for 
TFGC State Books of Evidence
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• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

28

21
• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class22

20 • Submission Deadline for
TFGC Presidents’ Reports
Form available at tngardenclubs.org

• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

29

16 • Deep South Garden Clubs
Winter Gathering at the home of Denise Thorne 
11:00 am -3:00 pm
402 Bass Road Watertown, TN
Registration required 

15 • Submission Deadline for 
February District II Newsletter 

24 • Middle Tennessee Hosta Society Meeting
1:00 pm—2714 Old Lebanon Pike  Nashville 

• Deadline for Deep South Director’s Project31
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• Submission Deadline for
NGC Blue Star/Gold Star Marker Grant
Information at gardenclub.org

• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

17

12 • TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

18

11

• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

• TFGC Gardening School Zoom Class

19

15 • Submission deadline for 
March District II Newsletter

28 • Submission Deadline for District II
Scrapbooks
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• Middle Tennessee Daffodil Society
Spring Meeting
2:00 pm
Bradford Room 
of The Frist Learning Center
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
1200 Forrest Park Drive   Nashville

• Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.
2026 Convention Cruise
deepsouthgardenclubs.com for information 

1

16 - 21

15 • Submission deadline for 
April District II Newsletter 
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• Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee 
Spring Membership Meeting
Monday, April 13, 2026   10:00 am
Botanic Hall at Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
1200 Forrest Park Drive   Nashville

13

1 • Submission Deadline for 
Spring Volunteer Gardener 

11 • Herb Society of Nashville
2026 Herb & Plant Sale
Nashville Fairgrounds Expo 1
More info/times to follow on herbsocietynashville.org
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• Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited 
Flower Show Judges of District II 
will sponsor an NGC Flower Show Symposium 
Oaklands Mansion—Maney Hall
901 North Maney Avenue   Murfreesboro 
Contact Kathy Rychen for more information:
kathyrychen@gmail.com

13-14

15 • Submission Deadline for
May District II Newsletter 
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