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Message from the District II Director
Becky Fox Matthews

Becky
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2025-2027 District II 
Committee Chairmen

2025-2027 District II 
Executive Board

Director
Awards

Vice Director

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Grants

Blue Star & Gold Star
Families Memorial 
Markers

Endowment Trust

Hospitality—Co-Chairs

Newsletter Editor

Vision of Beauty 
Calendar

Parliamentarian

Chaplain

Ways & Means

Becky Fox Matthews
Gateway Acres Garden Club,
Judges Council
1006 Waller Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-8349
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Karen Dawson
Town & Country Garden Club
fdkd70@bellsouth.net
615-594-2455

Jennifer Kidd
New Neighbors Garden Club
jkkmd@comcast.net
615-478-4854

Kay Wells
Rachel Jackson Garden Club
wellsonhill@comcast.net
615-419-3718

Theresa Bray
Beachaven Garden Club
tlbray1@bellsouth.net
931-542-7362

Gayle Jaggers
Oak Hill Garden Club
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net
615-352-0762 (home)

Town & Country 
Garden Club

Pam Dowd
Optimistic Gardeners Club
pamldowd@aol.com
615-896-8663

Annette Shrader
Clarksville Garden Club
annette.shrader@yahoo.com
931-801-8832

Becky Fox Matthews
District II Director
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Lola Eslick
Franklin County Garden Club
eslickla@aol.com
931-808-5754

Tove Rawlings
Country Homes Garden Club
info@therawlings.net
615-876-2169

Anna Marie Allen
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030

Gwyne Ellis Powers
Country Homes Garden Club
plantprincess2005@yahoo.com
813-833-5907

Kandee Walker
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
twalker10@aol.com
615-403-5053

Jan Vester
Country Homes Garden Club
janvestertn@gmail.com
615-870-2788

Door Prizes
Anna Marie Allen
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030
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Updated Forms
Upcoming Events

Volunteer Gardener
News & More!

Check out the 
TFGC Website

tngardenclubs.org
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Please forward this
emailed newsletter to

your club members. 

District II
Club Presidents,
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Club News
Send your Club’s photos, 
meeting news & events to:

annabanana7@comcast.net
Text:  615-477-3030

Submission Deadline for 
May Newsletter is April 15 . th
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Evening Belle Garden Club
Evening Belle Garden Club members Asha Joyce, 

Colleen Harris & Rose Keeling created floral arrangements for
Christ The King School’s “Crown Affair”. 
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The first meeting of 2026 for the Evening Belle Garden Club was held
at Ro Shulenberger’s house, featuring the installation of Jeanette as

the new treasurer.  District II Director Becky Fox Matthews presented
an informative discussion on daffodils and judged the horticulture.

This kicked off the 2026 garden club on a high note! 🎵 

Becky Fox Matthews & 
Ro Shulenberger 
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Excerpts from Facebook posts 10



Flower Growers Garden Club

Eddie Broadwell &
 Lisa Blos-Johnson

Linda Seabolt, Melanie Heston, 
Patrece McCrary, 
Lisa Blos-Johnson, 

Kim Orrand & Rachel Bush

Marchelle Butler, Melanie Heston & Patrece McCrary

Margaret Mainardi &
 Cynthia Allen

Maggie Shelor, Margaret Mainardi, 
Patty Compton & Cynthia Allen 

Rachel Bush

Rachel Bush was our February hostess in her beautiful home, and members
shared their delicious potluck recipes.  Rachel converted her pool table into a
Classifications Table, and it was loaded with beautiful designs and specimens.

Margaret Mainardi gave a very informative educational program on
indigenous plants—the importance of planting, benefits & distinction as well

as their use as food and medicinal properties.  A lively Plant Bingo game
followed, with members taking home prizes. 
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Submitted by Patty Compton

Margaret Mainardi & Rachel Bush
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Franklin County Garden Club
Franklin County Garden Club recently held our Seed Library.  

Free locally collected seeds were separated and packaged by club members.
Angie, Mary, Cheryl & June posed with seeds they prepared.  

The Club partners with the Crimson Clover Master Gardeners
Association to make The Seed Library, founded in 2022, a success.  14



Daffodil bulbs planted last fall at the Franklin County Senior Citizens
Center in Winchester, as part of the club’s 

2025 Garden Therapy Project, made a stunning display this Spring! 

Submitted by Lola Eslick 15



Oak Hill Garden Club

Submitted by Gayle Jaggers

Laura Wilczek & Kay Flynn
Laura shared details for cultivating the

Shamrock, Oxalis, along with a handout.  Kay
shared photos of her garden and detailed
information on how to grow hydrangeas.  

Nancy Hunter shows Georgia
Harper a photo of her favorite

flower, the Calla Lily
Zantedeschia aethiopica.

Kathy Means, Carole Ann McCormick, and
Nancy Hunter shared photos of their favorite
flowers snd gardening books.  Gayle Jaggers

shared her favorite house plant, the 
Zebra Plant, Calathea, with a handout.

Kay Flynn explains how to exhibit a
Hellebore plant for a flower show.  

Hellebore 
horticulture  16



Optimistic Gardeners Club

The March hostesses:  Sharron Hofer, Libby Black, 
Sheila Byberg & Wanda Copley

“Let’s Talk Tennessee” was the theme for the March 4, 2026 meeting.  State Symbols,
Top Agricultural Products, A Rich Harvest of Expressions, “Who We Are”—a poem

by TN Poet Laureate Maggie Britton Vaughn—her 1996 Tennessee Bicentennial
poem—and of course, Dolly Parton!
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Corn Husk Dolls

Excerpts from Facebook post 18



Town & Country Garden Club
In February, our club met to put together the agenda for the year.  

Pace Pope was our hostess at the Community Center.  Our February
program was “Types of Snake Plants” Sansevieria (Dracaena trifasciata).

Jane Hundley & Denise Thorne

In March we met at the home of Jane Hundley, where we enjoyed a fantastic
luncheon.  We then learned “How to Keep Orchids Healthy”.  Members brought

blooming daffodils from their gardens to celebrate the coming of spring. 

Left to right:  Pat Gaylean & Denise Thorne; Flower Designs; Orchids Display 
Submitted by Club President Karen Dawson 19



Tyne Meade Garden Club

20
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Volunteer Garden Club

Left:  Ann Spencer (back to the camera) welcomes
Visitors Cindy & Laura Kimbro, daughters of member

Aleitha Kimbro, and Chris Carney to the March 6  meeting. th

Right: The meeting was held at the home of Liz Southern, with
Liz & Suzanne Bobo serving as hostesses.  Members & guests prepare 

to enjoy the delicious luncheon presented by the hostesses.

Left:  Chris Carney, Judy Smith, Ann Spencer, & June Gilmore are seated at
the table in the foreground.  Standing at the back table are hostesses

Suzanne Bobo & Liz Southern. 22



Left:  President Aurelia Swann & Hostesses Liz Southern &
 Suzanne Bobo listen closely to speaker Chris Carney.  

Right:  Chris Carney, Division of Forestry Agent of the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture, spoke to the group about his favorite native

trees and warned of some of the most invasive ones.

Left:  President Aurelia Swann conducted the business meeting and presented each person attending
with a white gladiola bulb to plant in memory of former member Judy Pierce who died recently.
Right:  Judging chairman Ann Spencer and club award winners for the 2025 - 2026 year:  
Aurelia Swann—Horticulture,  Judy Smith—Nomenclature, & June Gilmore—Design.                       
Submitted by June Gilmore 23



Despite their tree-like appearance, banana (Musa)
plants are actually GIANT HERBS because their

stems lack woody tissue.  It has a succulent center,
there by being classified as an herb. 

 This tree is a large herb?

Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson
Garden Club, New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S.,
District II Judges Council, HSMT & the Organization of
Floral Art Designers (OFAD).  She is a regular contributor
to the column “Did You Know?” 24
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Upcoming 
Events

26



27



28



1629



30



Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited
Flower Show Judges

of 
District II

Will sponsor an

Monday & Tuesday
April 13 - 14, 2026

Held at 
The Oaklands Mansion

in
Maney Hall

901 North Maney Avenue
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

For more information 
Contact Kathy Rychen

kathyrychen@gmail.com

NGC Flower Show Symposium 
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2026 National Arbor Day

Friday, April 24, 2026
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TFGC DISTRICT II
SPRING MEMBERSHIP

MEETING

Speaker:  Theresa Singer, PhD 
“Solitary Bees in a Honey Bee World”

APRIL 29, 2026
10:00 AM

BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
7777 CONCORD ROAD
BRENTWOOD, TN 37027

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
COMING SOON

District II Ways & Means Table Sales by
Town & Country Garden Club
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Middle Tennessee Hosta Society

Annual Spring Hosta Sale

Williamson County Ag Expo Park
4215 Long Lane   Franklin, TN

May 2, 2026
9:00 am - 3:30 pm
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.

2026 Convention
May 4 - 6, 2026

St. Louis, Missouri 
Hotel Information & link as well as Registration & Tentative

Schedule available at gardenclub.org
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Middle Tennessee Plant Swap

Henry Horton State Park
Chapel Hill, TN

Saturday, May 16, 2026
7:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Central Time 
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This week is an opportunity to encourage pride in your community,
interest new members and work with other groups to be part of

those efforts. 

Ideas to Consider:
• Plan an educational program and/or workshop at your local

library, public garden or garden center.  

• Sponsor a hands-on “How Do You Select Flowers/Shrubs for Your
Garden” workshop at an area nursery.  

• Plan a garden tour.  This is a great time to share your knowledge
of growing while sharing ideas.  

• Plan an activity with a youth group or school students. 

National Garden Week
June 7 - 13, 2026

Celebrate National Garden Week
in your community!
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“Boo”

The Rachel  Jackson Garden Club
presents 

An NGC Petite Small-Standard Flower Show

Friday, October 16, 2026
Staged at Through the Grapevine Banquet Suite 190

630 Broadmor Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-0902

Show viewing hours 1:00 pm until 2:30 pm

Show closes at 2:30 pm

Open and Free to the Public
45



Garden Club of Alabama, Inc.
will be hosting the 

2027 Deep South Convention
 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama!

March 14 - 16, 2027

Embassy Suites by Hilton
Tuscaloosa Alabama Downtown

Registration Information Coming Soon

• Roaring 20’s Reception • Historic Mansion Tours 
• “Petals of the Past” Plant Shopping  • Festive Hat & Tea Party 

• Alabama Crimson Tide Stadium Tour
 • Informative Lectures & Programs
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Save the Date

Tennessee Federation of
Garden Clubs, Inc.

April 19 - 21, 2027

2027 Convention

Embassy Suites
West Knoxville 

“Entwined with Nature for Over 100 Years”
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.
2027 Convention 

May 13 - 17, 2027
Madison, Wisconsin
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