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•  Please submit articles and photos to the TFGC Website tngardenclubs.org

• A “Message from the District Director” is welcomed from all Districts in each VG edition. 

• The VG editor wants to be fair to all four TFGC Districts in sharing information in the magazine.  If
the editor receives a disproportionate number of articles from one District, articles & photos will be
included in the order they were received, and some articles may be saved for the next VG edition.

• Format of articles:  Because there are many levels of technologic sophistication among club
members, the editor will accept a full spectrum of submissions:
—simply a text or email with photos and a description of the club project without any formatting,
and the editor will format it for you.  
—Please list names of club members in the photos, L. to R.
—Word or Adobe PDF document is acceptable.

• If there are photos of youth and your club does not have written parental consent to publish the
youth’s photo, the youths’ faces will be obscured.

• Length of article:  
—Max of 3 pages if submitted in Word or PDF format
—Max of 10 photos if photos and text/article are submitted without formatting

• If you have creative club members who like to write or take photos, please encourage them to
submit articles, poems or photos that would be of interest to TFGC.  The member and their club will
be recognized in a “Special Feature”.  At the end of each year, outstanding articles, photography
and poetry will be nominated by the VG editor for a #68 B, C or D TFGC State Award. 

Thanks,
Anna Marie Allen
Volunteer Gardener Editor
annabanana7@comcast.net
text:  615-477-3030

Guidelines for Volunteer Gardener (VG) Submissions

Deadlines for Submissions:
• January 1 for Winter VG
• April 1 for Spring VG
• July 1 for Summer VG
• October 1 for Fall VG
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Message from the 2025-2027 TFGC President
Lelia Johnson
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Ivan Racheff House & Gardens
TFGC Headquarters Arboretum Level II 

1943 Tennessee Avenue
Knoxville, TN  37921-2686

865-522-6210
racheffhouseandgardens.com
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Knox County Council of Garden Clubs
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   I have always been fascinated by flower gardens and “Garden Clubs”.  Having grown up in the
South, they evoked images of gracious ladies in flowing dresses; serving tea on heirloom china
and silver while surrounded by the lovely flowering blooms of the season.  

   I imagined the fragrance of gardenia and roses wafting gently on a light summer breeze; the
tinkle of glasses, and soft voices in the background commenting on why this flower or that bush
grew better from the spring rains, or the lack of them, and other related topics.  As a little girl, I
yearned to be a part of that magical vision.  

   Many years later, I was to discover that my little girl dreams were not too far off from reality.
Recently, a friend invited me to attend a meeting of our neighborhood Garden Club as her
guest. 

   Ironically, it was the first day of summer and as we walked down the road toward our
neighbor’s house, there was indeed, a light summer breeze to complement the beautiful blue
sky.  The dappled sunlight made its way through the grand old trees surrounding the home,
completing the picture.  

   To my delight, everything was as I had imagined it.  Our gracious hostess welcomed us and
introduced me to several of the ladies already present.  The meeting was being held outdoors on
the patio, and the tables were set with lovely old china and silver.  The delicate fragrance of
gardenia greeted me from the small bloom floating in a bowl on our table. 

   We dined on “Violet’s Chicken Casserole”*, marinated salad, and “Betty’s Homemade Yeast
Rolls”, followed by a refreshing strawberry tart for dessert.

    After my images of childhood had been completely sated and the business portion of the
meeting began, I realized that these ladies, although totally in keeping with all the graciousness
of the South, do much more than serve tea and compare rose fertilizers…these are some very
busy bees! (No pun intended). 
   
 

Gracious Days & Garden Clubs

By Starr Alexander 



Granted, they do have annual flower shows, but even these are much more than determining
who can grow the biggest and best of show.  There’s a lot of creativity involved in the flower
arrangements themselves as evidenced from the pictures that were shown at the meeting, and
several of the members proudly showed off ribbons won for their efforts. 

   I also discovered that this particular club is involved in establishing and maintaining a
Butterfly Garden locally as well as organizing a Junior Garden Club at one of the middle schools
in our city.  Many of the Junior members had also won ribbons at the recent show, including
one young man who won for his entry of ornamental grasses arranged in a sneaker!  It’s
gratifying to realize that this type of involvement with our youth will continue interest in
conserving our environment for future generations to come.

   I left the meeting with a new respect for these organizations.  Although I was glad to see my
images of childhood transformed to reality; now when I see a small sign surrounded by flowers
stating “erected by such and such Garden Club”, I’ll know it means much more, and that their
efforts to beautify and conserve areas within their own community are a very special and
generous way of showing their civic pride, as well as providing our towns and cities with
beauty, season after season.

9

*Note:  This article is dedicated to the memory of Violet Steffner, a most gracious lady and a
member of the Hickory Valley Garden Club, who will be greatly missed.

Reprinted with permission from the Summer 1996 Volunteer Gardener Magazine. 
Starr Alexander is a member of the Hickory Valley Garden Club in District III. 

   I learned a tremendous amount in the short time I was there, including the fact that these
organizations are in the forefront of conservational efforts in our own Tennessee Valley area.
As supporters of the Tennessee Valley River Gorge Trust, they are working to preserve the
“Grand Canyon Of Tennessee”, along with numerous other projects aimed at maintaining the
natural beauty of our community.
 



TFGC, Deep South & NGC
News, Reports & Opportunities 
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TFGC
Spring 2026 Endowment Trust Fund Report
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Respectfully Submitted,
Chris Kelyman
ETF District I Trustee & ETF Chairman

Questions?



TFGC
Endowment Trust Fund Contributions
December 23, 2025 — March 18, 2026

12Submitted by Evelyn Davis



TFGC
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Tennessee 1  Placest

Winning Posters:
Winner’s Name, Grade,

School, City & Sponsoring
Garden Club

Amelia Fernandez—1  Gradest

Dogwood Elementary, Germantown, TN
Germantown Garden Club

Ava Whitsett—2  Gradend

Farmington Elementary, Germantown, TN
Suburban Garden Club

Sara Nguyen—3rd Grade
 Southwind Elementary, Memphis, TN

Southwind Garden Club

Ruth Zhang—4  Gradeth

Farmington Elementary, Germantown, TN
Suburban Garden Club

Lucy Mizener—5  Gradeth

McFadden School of Excellence 
Murfreesboro, TN

Optimistic Gardeners Club
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TFGC Welcomes You onTFGC Welcomes You on    TFGC Welcomes You on  

by TFGC Zoom Chairman Diane Ryderby TFGC Zoom Chairman Diane Ryderby TFGC Zoom Chairman Diane Ryder
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Summary of 2025 
TFGC Membership

Submitted by Dianna Mansfield—TFGC Membership Database Chairman

Ever Wonder How Many 
TFGC Members We Have?

District      # of Clubs           # of Members

I

II

III

IV

22

32

12

22

Total 88

626

670

259

467

2022
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Day of Gardening
Program Highlights 

February 21, 2026

9:30 am  Registration & Coffee

10:00 am  Food Forest Coalition
                   of Chattanooga 

11:00 am  Holly Jones 

12:00 pm  Lunch & Market

1:00 pm  Kelly Smith Trimble

w/ Jonathan Parkes Allen

Director of UTK Kitchen Gardens

Author of Creative Vegetable Gardener
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TFGC District III welcomed garden club members to the 
2026 Day of Gardening 

“The Art of Foodscaping” at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in East Ridge, TN.

The Hickory Valley Garden Club provided awesome planning,
recruitment of speakers, door prizes & beautiful table

centerpieces for sale at the event.

Kathy Kulak served 
as meeting emcee, &

District III Director
Jackie Westfield welcomed attendees. 

“Special thought went into the assembly of 
the centerpieces.  No plastics were used.  As 

I’m sure you know, oasis is a microplastic 
that gets into our environment.  In its place, 
chicken wire and ground glass provided by 

‘Overlooked Materials’  was used.  The container is made of
wheat straw and is food friendly.  It can be used over and over.”
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Judy Nowlin & Diane Ryder of the Garden Club of
Signal Mountain welcomed attendees.

A delicious buffet lunch was provided.

Monique Lewis & Starr Alexander managed
the Ways & Means Table. 
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Door Prizes were spectacular! Great Vendors

Gloria Harris, Amy Candler, Debbie Shaver, Marilyn Smith & Faith Young

30



Dr. Jonathan Parkes Allen, founder & co-director of the Food
Forest Coalition of Chattanooga, taught us about historical and
current Food Forests in the Southern Appalachians.  Native
peoples did much more than tend a handful of individual crops.
They practiced a cultivation system growing many edible foods
that grew in abandoned fields or along the disturbed edges of the

upland forest.  When in season, passion flower and morning glory
roots as well as the fruits of the honey locust, persimmon, pawpaw,
chickasaw plum, red mulberry, wild cherry, and scuppermong or
muscadine grape might have been gathered in large quantities.
Likewise, the native people prepared nut-meats of all kinds,
including chestnuts, black walnuts, butternuts, hazelnuts,
beechnuts, and chinkapins. 

In present day, a Community Food Forest was established at St.
Elmo United Methodist Church in Chattanooga in December
2023, and has been thriving.  

Dr. Jonathan Parkes Allen
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Holly Jones, Director of the UTK
Kitchen Gardens, discussed
various Edible Garden Projects,
including the UTK’s Kitchen
Garden, Berm & Swale, Lavender
Garden, Gravel Garden & Personal
Hugelkulture.

Holly Jones
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Kelly Smith Trimble, author of
The Creative Vegetable
Gardener encouraged us to
literally “think outside the box”
—- to consider alternatives to
square raised beds & square-
foot planting style, modeling
agriculture instead of nature,
and thinking only of high yields
and tidy, organized gardens.  

• Try new shapes & styles of
gardens—angular, circular,
hexagonal design.  

• Use and reuse different
materials. 

• “Let it bloom”—don’t always
pinch or pull bolting plants that
attract beneficial insects. 

• Grow biennial veggies, flowers
& herbs. 

• “Sow your Heritage”—
Plant ancestral, bioregional, 
indigenous and historical 
plants. 

• “Sow True”, “Southern
Exposure”, “Truelove”, &
“Grand Prismatic” are
some great sources of
heritage seeds.

Kelly
Smith Trimble
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34Flyer reprinted from Summer 1981 Volunteer Gardener

Let’s Get Ready for Conservation Camp 2026!
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Theme:  “Mother Nature Wants You!”

Tuesday & Wednesday,
October 13 - 14, 2026

Beersheba Springs, TN

TFGC Conservation Camp 

The venue will be the
 Beersheba Springs Assembly,

an historic hotel and retreat.
Conservation Camp Co-chairs Debbie Shaver & Anne Leonard, 

& Registrar Diane Ryder are putting together programs, activities
& nature crafts that will appeal to everyone!

The registration fee, which includes your room, all meals & tax,
will be a pleasant surprise in this time of skyrocketing costs. 😊

List of activities & registration information 
will be provided soon!



Save the Date

Tennessee Federation of
Garden Clubs, Inc.

April 19 - 21, 2027

2027 Convention

Embassy Suites
West Knoxville 

“Entwined with Nature for Over 100 Years”
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A Winter Gathering of Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.
was held on Friday, January 16, 2026 at the home of 2025
- 2027 Deep South Regional Director Denise Thorne in

Watertown, TN.  The publicized event swiftly SOLD
OUT, and money raised at this amazing fundraising
event will be used to fund Deep South Garden Clubs
Scholarships.  Due to the sellout, there was another

similar event held on Friday, January 23 . rd

Highlights
Deep South Garden Clubs

Treasurer Tricia Ortalano &
Regional Director Denise

Thorne 

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. News
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The luncheon menu included Savory Appetizers,
Roasted Turkey, Sage Dressing, Southern Sweet Potatoes,
Fresh Cranberry Salad, Iced Fruit Tea, Hot Cider, and a

variety of delicious desserts prepared by Denise.
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There were also plants
throughout the house that

were for sale to benefit
Deep South Scholarships. 
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Grant Information 
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.

2026 Convention
May 4 - 6, 2026

St. Louis, Missouri 
Hotel Information & link as well as Registration & Tentative

Schedule available at gardenclub.org
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This week is an opportunity to encourage pride in your community,
interest new members and work with other groups to be part of

those efforts. 

Ideas to Consider:
• Plan an educational program and/or workshop at your local

library, public garden or garden center.  

• Sponsor a hands-on “How Do You Select Flowers/Shrubs for Your
Garden” workshop at an area nursery.  

• Plan a garden tour.  This is a great time to share your knowledge
of growing while sharing ideas.  

• Plan an activity with a youth group or school students. 

National Garden Week
June 7 - 13, 2026

Celebrate National Garden Week
in your community!
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Thanks to all who submitted photos, articles &
events for the 

Spring edition of the 
Volunteer Gardener Magazine!

Please send your club’s news, 
upcoming events and triumphs to

the TFGC Website:  tngardenclubs.org
If you have a question, text or email

Anna Marie Allen
annabanana7@comcast.net

text:  615-477-3030

Club News 
& 

District Events

Deadline for submissions for the
 Summer Volunteer Gardener Magazine is July 1, 2026.

45



TFGC DISTRICT I

District I Garden Clubs
• 901 Garden Club
• Bartlett Garden Club
• Blossom Way Garden Club
• Collierville Garden Club
• Cordova Garden Club
• Dyersburg Garden Club
• Garden Club of Rosemark
• Germantown Garden Club
• Interpreters Study Group
• Kennedy View Garden Club
• Little Garden Club of Memohis
• Memphis Garden Club
• Paris Garden Club
• Pearl Hooper Garden Club
• Poplar Estates Garden Club
• Scenic Hills Garden Club
• Shelby East Garden Club
• Southwind Garden Club
• Suburban Garden Club
• Tipton Fleur de Lis Garden Club
• Trenton Garden Club

I

District I Officers
Director:
Jackie Walker
j.walker653@gmail.com

Vice Director:
Pam Reiners
affordablemedicalcredentialing
@gmail.com

Recording Secretary:
Peggy Turnipseed
pjturnipseed@bellsouth.net

Corresponding Secretary:
Brenda Hise
mudville45@aol.com

Treasurer:
Lois Hobby-Clayton
llhclayton@gmail.com

Chaplain:
Barbara Dodge
dodgebj@aol.com
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Message from the District I Director Jackie Walker
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Jackie Walker



DISTRICT I
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Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

Vice Director Pam Reiners 
listens closely to Shannon.

Shannon Hammers 
explains her technique. 

Shannon shows 
her collection.



DISTRICT I
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Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

Jackie Walker opens the District I Meeting. Jackie Walker, Pam Ellis &
Shannon Hammers

Silent Auction Baskets District I Director Jackie Walker greets
Lelia Johnson & LaQuita Misner.



DISTRICT I
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Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

Luisa Stubbs, District I Plant A Tree Chair 
& Kathy Russo, District I Bluebird Chair both of

Germantown Garden Club Lelia & LaQuita at the District I Meeting

Chris Kelyman & Evelyn Ward from Poplar Estates GC, LaQuita Misner—TFGC
President-Elect, Carol Symeon & Phyllis Allen from Germantown Garden Club with

TFGC President Lelia Johnson



DISTRICT I

52

Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

Phyllis Allen, TFGC Smokey Bear Woodsy Owl Chair
with Award Winners—Chris Kelyman of Poplar Estates

GC, Lucie Calvin of Germantown GC, Melissa Putnam of
Suburban GC, Marianne Parrs of Southwind GC & 

Ann Juniker of Poplar Estates GC

Submitted by Phyllis Allen



DISTRICT I

53

Germantown Garden Club

Submitted by Phyllis Allen.  Youth photo releases on file. 



DISTRICT I
Germantown Garden Club

54

Honey tasting station

Madonna students hear the lessons. 

Carol Symeon explains Monarch migration

Madonna Learning Center 
Banner



DISTRICT I
Germantown Garden Club
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Stephanie Lincoln uses
the digital board to show
the Monarch migration

film. 

Stephanie answers a
question on migration. 



DISTRICT I
Germantown Garden Club
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Carol Symeon, Gerry Covington & 
Kathie Clark take flight!

Lucie Calvin is ready for bee pollination.

Lucie pollinates the flower 
with the bee. 

Kathie explains the Monarch Butterfly life cycle.



DISTRICT I
Little Garden Club of Memphis
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The Little Garden Club of Memphis enjoyed a field trip last fall to 
Old Brownsville Farms, a 4  generation family farm in Bartlett, TN th

with a “cut your own” flower field. 



DISTRICT I
Little Garden Club of Memphis
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DISTRICT I
Little Garden Club of Memphis
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Members of the Little Garden Club of Memphis helped the
Carpenter Art Garden beautify their campus with spring

& fall annual plantings. 

Submitted by Linda Mallory 



DISTRICT I
Shelby East Garden Club

60

Shelby East Garden Club welcomed the New Year with a
meeting on January 11  at Maroon Brew restaurant.
Members participated in a paint party led by member
Carol Clark, who is a very talented artist/painter.  Works
of art and proud artists are shown in accompanying
photographs.

th



DISTRICT I
Shelby East Garden Club

61

The Club devotional by Jennifer Beyer referenced the ongoing
generosity of gardeners—think sharing of plants and kindness.  After a
brief reading, Jennifer shared a favorite phrase of her mom regarding
her own garden...“a gracious plenty”.

Club members shared and discussed horticulture on display from their
winter gardens, including autumn fern, lenten rose and alum plant.  

Flower arranging was another project of several
club members who assisted clients of Page
Robbins Alzheimer’s Day Care.  Men and women
enjoyed arranging flowers they would take
home at the end of the day.  

Helping out at Page Robbins Alzheimers Day Care
(flowers compliments of Trader Joe’s).



DISTRICT I

President Phyllis Agnew announced the opportunity to attend the
Flower School on March 8 -10 at the Memphis Botanic Garden.
Following adjournment, members enjoyed lunch, and those who had an
interest played a few rounds of Mah Jong at tables provided by staff at
Maroon Brew. 

Shelby East Garden Club
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In June, the Morton Museum of Collierville will be featuring displays
and honoring the history of our club and its contributions to the
community over many years.  At the Club’s upcoming June
flower/horticulture show, each member will share at least 10 plant
specimens from the yard and serve as an on-site hostess.  Show judges
will be treated to a delicious meal prepared by a couple of the club’s
very best chefs.  



DISTRICT I
Shelby East Garden Club

63Submitted by Barbara McAdams

On February 11, the Shelby East Club gathered at a favorite venue 
in Collierville, The Silver Caboose Restaurant.  The program featured
Floriography, the meaning of flowers and their colors.  Members brought
and shared photos and meaning of a favorite flower.  A few of the
Floriography interpretations included zinnias—thinking of friends,
hyacinth—sincerity and deep love, daffodils—rebirth and new
beginnings, and tulips—love and passion.

Mary Malone presented horticulture
tips for late winter gardens, including
the start of early seeds, a reminder to
fertilize boxwoods and to remove
dead wood and winter debris.  

Members were reminded of the Club’s
show on the second weekend of June.
The show will include a memorial
tribute to a founding club member,
Marie Bertas, mother of longtime
member Judy Masserano.  The venue
for the show will be The Morton
Museum which will be honoring the
history and contributions of the
Shelby East Club.



DISTRICT I
Shelby East Garden Club

64Raised beds at the Morton Museum are maintained by the Club. 

Collierville Town Square Gazebo



DISTRICT I

On a rainy spring morning, President Phyllis Agnew welcomed members
to The Memphis Botanic Garden.  Cheryl Hausman, Program Chair,
introduced the featured speaker, The Bartlett Beewhisperer, David
Glover.  David was recently featured on TV news when rescuing a stray
hive from a huge piece of machinery (see photos).  He is well known and
knowledgeable on all aspects of the life cycle of honeybees and their
importance in nature.  As one of 500 beekeepers in Shelby County, TN,
David presented an engaging talk on the very vital role of the honeybee.  

Shelby East Garden Club

65

Club President Phyllis Agnew 
called the meeting to order. 

Members socializing before hearing the Bartlett Beekeeper



DISTRICT I
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The Bartlett Beekeeper rescuing a stray hive.
The bees landed on him rather than flying into the box. 

 
The honeybee is an essential pollinator of fruit, vegetable & nut

crops.  Seventy percent of global agricultural production is
dependent on the work of over 4000 species of bees which boost

crop yield.  Hive loss, a very real threat to our food supply, is caused
by a killer mite that causes collapse of hives, by loss of habitat and
wide use of pesticides.  To support the bee community, members
were encouraged to plant native pollinators, to reduce the use of

chemicals in their gardens, and to buy products from local farmers
using bee friendly practices. 

Mary Malone demonstrated a method of early seed start up using
empty milk jugs as mini-garden houses.  Seeds can be planted in the
bottom of a jug with about 2-3 inches of garden soil added, then put

outside to begin seed germination.  Once small seedlings are
growing and the threat of frost is past, seedlings can be planted in

pots or in the ground.  

Shelby East Garden Club

Spring Beauties:  Liz & June 
at the Memphis Botanic Garden

Early March at the 
Memphis Botanic Garden



DISTRICT I
Southwind Garden Club
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Southwind Garden Club members volunteered for 901 POPs (Petals of Purpose).
The organization repurposes flowers from weddings and events and shares them

with groups such as nursing homes, schools and hospitals to spread joy.  
Beautiful flowers, beautiful volunteers, and beautiful purpose!



DISTRICT I
Southwind Garden Club
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DISTRICT I
Southwind Garden Club

69Excerpts from the Southwind Garden Club Facebook page 

Southwind Garden Club had a fabulous March meeting, with John Mark from
John Mark Enterprises (JME) giving an informative and entertaining presentation

about bows, floral arrangements and so much more!



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

70Excerpts from the Rose Therapy Facebook page 

Ron Daniels spoke to the Suburban Garden Club in Germantown, TN
 on February 4, 2026 about his book 

Rose Therapy—My Journey of Growing & Caring For Roses.  



DISTRICT I

Suburban held a super fun and festive Southern Avenue Valentine’s Day Pop-Up!
 
We had a fabulous time with Suburban member and Southern Avenue owner Melissa
Kimbrough and her incredible staff looking at beautiful tabletop options for all
occasions and seasons.

It was amazing to see Melissa expertly match up Denice McMahon’s, Patty Brigance’s
and Anne Piper’s existing china with beautiful new ideas!  A long table was exquisitely
laid out with the most beautiful mix and match place settings of placemats, chargers,
dinner plates, salad plates, napkins and napkin rings—as well as pretty centerpieces.  

We were treated to delicious desserts from Molly Hilderbrand, who works at Southern
Avenue and operates _madebymolly on Instagram.

Suburban Garden Club

71Submitted by Melissa Putnam



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club
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DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club
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DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

74

In March, Suburban held a Pop up for members to have their colors done by member
Micky Clippard.  Micky helped each member who attended find her colors using the

Color Me Beautiful seasons.  Members who attended left knowing what colors flatter
them and bring out their beauty.  Thanks to Micky for this fun afternoon!

Micky speaks to (from
left) Melissa Putnam,
Barbara Armstrong,

Diane Callahan-Edens
and Patty Brigance.



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

75

Suburban’s March Meeting
featured speaker Kevin Coble of
Le Fleur in Memphis.  His floral

designs are well-known and
popular in Memphis.  Kevin
delighted the club with his

imaginative designs and use of
color and texture.  He provided

members with lots of
inspiration going into our

Flower Show!
Kevin Coble of Le Fleur 

speaks to Suburban.

Members (from left) Martha Hester, 
Ellen Rardin, Elaine Hare, 

Priscilla Alexander, & Claire Shapiro 
hear from Kevin. 

Kevin taught the club
how to use greenery in

imaginative ways. 



DISTRICT I

Many thanks to our March Tea Table (from left)
Carol Martin, Maggie Cobb-Boyd, Lise van Stolk, 

Susan Labovitz, Jo Lawson, Donna Akers, Blanche Williams, 
Angie Osborn, & Ellen Rardin. 

Suburban Garden Club

76

Lunch provided by 
our March Tea Table!

A club favorite design



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

77Peggy Gattas, our Staging Chair, 
in front of one of her fabulous designs. 

Our fabulous Flower Show, Weather Update:  100% Chance of Color, was held March 25, 2026
at Germantown Presbyterian Church.  Many, many thanks to our chairs, Barbara Armstrong
and Nancy Klepper, for putting on a show we are so proud to have hosted for the Germantown

community.  We had over 400 community guests attend this free show.  Despite having an early
spring show and some weather issues, Suburban members showed up with hundreds of

examples of horticulture from our yards and homes.  A special thank you to Horticulture Chairs,
Pam Beasley and Tammy Hausmann, who hosted many workshops about horticulture and

encouraged members to plant early spring plants in their yards.  Tammy led our first ever Youth
Division and we had many entries from youth in the community.  Member Sarah Bettendorf,
who is the Director of St. George’s Preschool, even had an entire preschool class enter our

show.  The class was delighted to receive ribbons, and we hope that they continue to be
interested in horticulture and botanical arts!  Member Martha Hester deserves recognition for
her hard work running the horticulture entry process and working 12 hour days leading up to

the show and then hosting the judges’ luncheon in her home!  Finally, tremendous thanks to our
staging chair, Peggy Gattas, who worked tirelessly for several days decorating for the show.  

Entry decor by Peggy Gattas



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

78

Umbrellas, in keeping with our
weather theme, indicate the entrance. 

Staging near the entry

Another fabulous staging design! An amazing installation by
Nancy Klepper & Susan Labovitz



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

79

Umbrellas full of flowers decorated the show. 

Our Horticulture room overflowed with entries. 

Back from left:  SGC Vice President
Rhonda Beaty, Germantown Alderman
Sherrie Hicks, Germantown Vice Mayor

Mary Anne Gibson, SGC President
Melissa Putnam.  Front:  Peggy Gattas,

Flower Show Staging Chair

Local residents enjoy the free flower show.



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

80

Youth Winner,
Louisa Ozier

Dana Kendrick won the
President’s Award & The
Designer’s Choice Award

with her stunning design. 

Anne Piper-White’s design
Kitty Stimson’s visitor won the 

Botanic Arts Artistic Crafts rosette. 

Sarah Stewart’s rainboot



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

81

Jo Lawson won the Gayle Schuler Award for her azaleas.

A special Award of Appreciation was
presented to Jan Rochelle who works

tirelessly on all SGC publications like the 
Flower Show Schedule. 

Melissa Putnam’s No Wetlands, No Ducks won the 
Educational Display Award. 



DISTRICT I
Suburban Garden Club

82Submitted by Melissa Putnam

Jo Lawson’s design Martha Mayer’s design

Our wonderful after party for spouses & guests was
chaired by Anne Piper-White & Susan Labovitz.

Nancy Coe’s Tea Tray
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The Trenton Garden Club

First United Methodist Church
500 South College Street

Trenton, TN 38382

Tuesday, April 28, 2026
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

presents the 

 2026 Trenton Teapot Festival 
Flower Show

Free & Open to the Public

Staged at the

Trenton Garden Club members have collected 
plant cuttings that will be for sale at reasonable prices at the show. 84



District I 
Presidents’ Meeting
Memphis Botanic Garden
Monday, May 18, 2026 
10:00 am

85
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TFGC District II 

District II Garden Clubs
• Beachaven Garden Club
• Ben Lomand Garden Club
• Camden Garden Club
• Clarksville Garden Club
• Country Homes Garden Club
• Evening Belle Garden Club
• First Saturday Garden Club
• Flower Growers Garden Club
• Flower Lovers Circle
• Franklin County Garden Club
• Garden Lovers Club
• Gateway Acres Garden Club
• Harpeth Bend Garden Club
• Hendersonville Garden Club
• Iris City Garden Club
• Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
• Lebanon Road Garden Club
• Leipers Fork Garden Club
• Les Candides Garden Club
• New Neighbors Garden Club
• Oak Hill Garden Club
• Optimistic Gardeners Club
• Rachel Jackson Garden Club
• Shady Grove Garden Club
• Shelbyville Garden Club
• T.A.G.S.
• Town & Country Garden Club
• Tyne Meade Garden Club
• Volunteer Garden Club 
• Year Round Garden Club
• Warner Park Garden Club 

District II Officers:
Director:
Becky Fox Matthews
becky@lostfrogs.com

Vice-Director:
Karen Dawson
fdkd70@bellsouth.net

Recording Secretary:
Jennifer Kidd
jkkmd@comcast.net

Corresponding Secretary:
Kay Wells
wellsonhill@comcast.net

Treasurer:
Theresa Bray
tlbray1@bellsouth.net

II
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Franklin County Garden Club
District II 
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Franklin County Garden Club
District II 
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Harpeth Bend Garden Club
District II 
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Harpeth Bend Garden Club
District II 
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Oak Hill Garden Club
District II 
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
District II 
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
District II 
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
District II 
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
District II 
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Town & Country Garden Club
District II 

98



Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited
Flower Show Judges

of 
District II

Will sponsor an

Monday & Tuesday
April 13 - 14, 2026

Held at 
The Oaklands Mansion

in
Maney Hall

901 North Maney Avenue
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

For more information 
Contact Kathy Rychen

kathyrychen@gmail.com

NGC Flower Show Symposium 
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TFGC DISTRICT II
SPRING MEMBERSHIP

MEETING

Speaker:  Theresa Singer, PhD 
“Solitary Bees in a Honey Bee World”

APRIL 29, 2026
10:00 AM

BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
7777 CONCORD ROAD
BRENTWOOD, TN 37027

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
COMING SOON

District II Ways & Means Table Sales by
Town & Country Garden Club 100
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“Boo”

The Rachel  Jackson Garden Club
presents 

An NGC Petite Small-Standard Flower Show

Friday, October 16, 2026
Staged at Through the Grapevine Banquet Suite 190

630 Broadmor Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-0902

Show viewing hours 1:00 pm until 2:30 pm

Show closes at 2:30 pm

Open and Free to the Public
103



TFGC District III

III

District III Officers:
Director:
Jackie Westfield
tndistrict3director@gmail.com

Vice-Director:
Lu Ann Carey
lucarey3@gmail.com

Recording Secretary:
Geneva Andrews
geneva.andrews@icloud.com

Corresponding Secretary:
Starr Alexander
starralexander3@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Diane Ryder
dianeryder@epbfi.com

District III Garden Clubs
• Aldersgate Garden Club
• Crestwood Garden Club
• Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”
• Four Seasons Garden Club
• Garden Club of Signal Mountain
• Hickory Valley Garden Club
• Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
• Magnolia Garden Club
• Murry Hills Garden Club
• Ocoee Garden Club

104



Message from the District III Director
Jackie Westfield

Jackie Westfield 105



District III
Aldersgate Garden Club

106

The Aldersgate Garden Club kicked off
this Spring with a program presented by a

new member, NeKita Blair, on February
27 .  Her program was focused on

Blossom With Love—Growing African
Violets.  The three care steps she goes by

are:  No direct light; Watering every 16
days; and keeping the temperature

setting of 68 -100 degrees F.  NeKita said
that even though she has not had success

in growing African Violets, she is not
giving up.  We are so excited with our new
member, and will continue to encourage

her to never give up!

th



District III
Aldersgate Garden Club

107Submitted by Kay Cox

Kay Cox
presents program

information.

Door Prizes & Lunch Bags

L-R standing:  Charlotte Scott, Jackie
Westfield, Kay Cox, Billie Blair,

Cynthia Humes, & Joan Steward.
Seated:  Regina Piersaul. 



District III
Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”

108

Jonathan Joban, Master
Gardener & Landscape
Designer, spoke at the
club’s February 2026

meeting about
incorporating native

plants into our
landscapes.  Club president Amy

Candler & Jonathan Joban



District III
Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”

109A scrumptious lunch was enjoyed by all! 



District III
Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”

110

The Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees” held their March
Meeting at the Mark Anton Airport in Dayton, TN.  

Marla Monroe was our guest speaker.  She presented a
wonderful powerpoint and shared her knowledge of foraging

for medical herbs and food sources in Eastern Tennessee.
Following her presentation we had a fabulous potluck lunch

followed by our business meeting.  

Submitted by Amy Candler



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain

111

The Garden Club of Signal Mountain membership met on
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at the St. Augustine Catholic

Church and were greeted with a nod to the Chinese New Year
with handmade decorations and a savory lunch of Chinese

chicken salad, spring rolls, a peach-shaped steamed bun with
red bean filling, and a fortune cookie treat.  The hostesses

transformed the serving and eating tables with delicate red,
pink, and white tissue paper flowers, Chinese lanterns, a

Chinese zodiac chart, and chopsticks for the delicious meal.



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain 

112

Speaker Mark Gilliland with members
 Donna Morrison and Tweedie Griswold

The program, conducted by local photographer Mark Gilliland, was centered
around teaching the basics of exposure and framing of nature and flower

photos.  Members shared their cellphone photos with the audience while Mark
critiqued the strengths and needs of the pictures to capture the best photos

possible.  The tips should come in handy as members submit their best entries
for the photography division of our club’s June 5, 2026 Flower Show 

“Best in Show: Fabulous Flowers and Faithful Furry Friends”. 



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain

113

Hostesses (left to right):  Anne Hayes Pearce (kneeling), 
Dolores Murphy, Melissa Nimon, Linda Stafford, 

Judith Paul, Stacy Webb, and Samantha Ward

Submitted by Claire Smith, Judy Nowlin & Debbie Garvich



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain
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At the February 25th meeting of the Garden Club of Signal Mountain, members
gathered at the Saint Augustine Catholic Church to hear the panel discussion
by Artist Anne LSB Davis, Member Leah Conner, and Member and McCoy
Farms Director Melissa Nimon, present information about Emma Bell Miles,
focusing on her family life, her writings, and her artwork.  

Emma Bell Miles was an American writer, poet, artist, and naturalist known
for her vivid portrayals of life in the southern Appalachian mountains.  Born
in Indiana and raised on Walden’s Ridge in Tennessee, she developed a deep
appreciation for nature and mountain culture that shaped her work.  Despite
financial hardship, illness, and personal struggles, she published widely in
national magazines, and wrote essays, poetry, and fiction that documented the
language, music, customs, and daily lives of Appalachian communities.  Her
most celebrated book, The Spirit of the Mountains (1905), blends memoir and
cultural observation to offer a sympathetic and detailed portrait of mountain
life.  Though she died young from tuberculosis at age 39, her writing remains
valued for its literary quality and its early documentation of Appalachian
culture.



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain

115

Her artwork can be seen at the Signal Mountain Library, the
Walden Town Hall, UTC Special Collections and McCoy Farm and
Gardens.  McCoy also has some of her books available.  The
McCoy/Bachman home is open to the public the second Sunday of
each month, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm. 

An original painting by Emma Bell Miles

Local Artist Anne LSB Davis
with painting by Emma Bell Miles

Program presenters Anne LSB Davis,
Member Leah Conner & Member Melissa Nimon with a
painting of Emma Bell Miles painted by Anne LSB Davis



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain
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Hostesses for the nature themed luncheon were:  Left to right:
Margie Rowland, Ione Farrar, Anne Leonard, Mary Tidwell, 

Eleanor Dobson, and Debbie Garvich.

Article and photos submitted by Leah Conner and Claire Smith

Hand crafted/nature themed table decorations



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain

117

The Garden Club of Signal Mountain members were treated to creatively
decorated tables at the annual Spring Luncheon on Wednesday, March 11,

2026 at the Signal Mountain Golf & Country Club.  Beautifully designed
hats with fresh flowers and gardening accessories were made by Club
hostesses to adorn each table.  The annual Spring meeting included a

heartfelt thank you to outgoing Officers and a humorous Installation of
the incoming new Officers.  

Submitted by Anne Hayes Pearce & Claire Smith



District III
Garden Club of Signal Mountain

118

Past and present officers pictured left to right:
Debbie Garvich, Tweedie Griswold, Anne Hayes Pearce, Dolores Murphy,

Linda Stafford, Jane Bromfield & Judy Nowlin.

Hostesses in their fascinator hats left to right:
Naomi Lindsey, Cindy Wilkerson, Anne Hayes Pearce, Melissa Gee, 

Stacy Webb, Diane Ryder, Tweedie Griswold, & Judy Nowlin.



District III
Hickory Valley Garden Club

119

If you’ve ever said “I love orchids, but I can never keep them alive” …then you
definitely missed out on our last meeting!  In March, members met at Signal

Mountain Nursery to learn more about different species of orchids and how to take
care of them.  Thank you to Donna for teaching us more about such a beautiful

plant!  Now we know exactly how to keep our orchids alive!

Excerpts from Hickory Valley Garden Club Facebook page



District III
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
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The Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club collects clothing and funds to purchase
warm clothing and various food, snacks, and gift items for Santa to distribute to the

patients at Moccasin Bend Mental Health Institute.  The clothing helps the patients to
survive periods of homelessness that most residents experience after they are

discharged from the mental health facility.  The Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden
Club maintains the planters on both sides of the front door and the fenced-in walkway.
Club members arrange flowers for the six nursing stations for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
Easter, and summer.  The Lookout Mountain Beautiful is honored to have been taking

care of patients for numerous decades and providing help in times of need, helping
them remember they are not forgotten.



District III
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
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The Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club met December 3, 2025 at the beautiful, merry, and
festive home of Glenda Warren.  The theme for the meeting was “English Tea Around the

Christmas Tree”.  The Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club members gathered around the
Christmas Tree to select their 2026-2027 Officers, exchanged Christmas ornaments, listened

attentively to the stories behind the menu, and celebrated this festive season with a most proper
British Afternoon Tea.  With heart and laughter, ho-ho-ho, their jolly food committee created

delicious traditional tea sandwiches and home-baked sweet treats with fresh herbs and spices to
delight everyone. The members left with visions of creating their own Garden Teatime at their homes

and with a menu card that shared the history of each culinary herb.



District III
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club

122Submitted by Candace Wells
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The Dayton Garden Club
presents

“Healing Beauties”
An NGC Petite Small -Standard Flower Show

Friday, July 24, 2026

Staged at the Rhea CountyWelcome Center
107 Main Street

Dayton, TN 37321

Show Viewing Hours 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Open and Free to the Public
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TFGC District IV
IV

District IV Officers
Director:
Janet Brown
drjanw@comcast.net

Vice-Director:
Gina Clark
gclarkx4@gmail.com

Recording Secretary:
LaQuita Misner
lqmisner@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary:
Gina Barnett
ggbarnett@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer:
Sandy Barnes
barnessandy834@gmail.com

Asst. Treasurer:
Grace Clark
graceaclark24@gmail.com

District IV Garden Clubs
• Arissa Garden Club
• Chapman Highway Garden Club
• Crestwood Hills Ladybugs
• Dixie Highway Garden Club
• Eastside Garden Club
• Flower Lovers Garden Club
• Garden Guild Garden Club
• Harrogate Garden Club
• Kanunsita Garden Club
• Knox County Council of Garden Clubs
• Lakemoor Hills Garden Club
• Lenoir City Garden Club
• Mountain Laurel Garden Club
• Norwood Garden Club
• Noweta Garden Club
• Sevierville Garden Club
• Sun-up Garden Club
• Shady Oaks Garden Club
• Tuckaleechee Garden Club
• Town & Country Garden Club
• West Hills Garden Club
• Valley Beautiful Garden Club

125



Message from the District IV Director
Dr. Janet Brown

Janet Brown
126



District IV
Harrogate Garden Club

127Excerpt from the Harrogate Garden Club Facebook page 

Harrogate Garden Club participated in the Arbor Day
2026 Tree Giveaway at Harrogate City Hall. 



District IV
Kanunsita Garden Club

128

The Kanunsita Garden Club of Athens, TN raised funds for
Community Involvement with a silent auction and festive

holiday luncheon at our December meeting. 

Submitted by Martha Culvahouse to the District IV Newsletter 



District IV
Lakemoor Hills Garden Club

129

In February, members of the Lakemoor Hills Garden Club volunteered in support of the Ronald
McDonald House “Beat the Winter Blues” fundraising event.  The group had a wonderful time

helping transform Stanley’s Greenhouse with table decorations reminiscent of garden meadows
and twinkling woodlands.  The plants were provided by Stanley’s, and our club members were able

to be designers for a night with Stanley’s providing the inspiration.  This is the club’s second year
supporting the RMH of Knoxville’s annual event, which was once again sold out, and provides

funding to support families whose children are receiving medical care in Knoxville.  



District IV
Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Mountain Laurel Garden Club has been busy planning for their June flower
show and securing great programs for 2026.  With all the work we do at
Fairview School, it was decided to use a child’s theme for the flower show this
year.  The February program was presented by our own Angie Caldwell.
Members were instructed on how to assemble wind chimes by recycling tin
cans and leftover paper napkins.  Cans were washed, holes drilled on top and
napkins decoupaged onto the cans.  Members came up with some very
creative wind chimes.  Our March meeting will be discovering what
wildflowers are blooming and having a picnic in the mountains.  

Angie Caldwell showing members
 how to make wind chimes.

Guest, John Cento, 
checking out members’ 

horticulture. 130



District IV
Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Books that will be used for June flower show
“Gardening Through a Child’s Eyes”

Kim Pilas with her creation

Mable Keller Brown shows off her wind chimes. Decorated cans 131



District IV
Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Mountain Laurel had planned a wildflower walk and a picnic for
their March meeting, but Mother Nature went from a sunny day
to a cold snowy day causing a change of plans.  The meeting was
changed to a restaurant with member Sandy Vandenberg
presenting a short program on wildflowers, with book
recommendations and a handout with interesting facts and good
hikes to see wildflowers.  

Sandy Vandenberg presenting
 the March wildflower program 

Kim Pilas & Brenda Gregory checking out
the wildflower books

132



District IV
Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Members are busy digging plants for the annual plant sale on
Saturday April 25  and making plans for the upcoming June
flower show.  Now that the weather has warmed up, work has
started once again in the Fairview Gardens.  Members have been
weeding, redoing the entry pavers to the pond area and spray
painting the patio table and chairs.  “Don’t Mow the Daffodils”

th

signs have also been put up at the school.  

Carol Morton weeding a flower bed

Angie Caldwell spray painting 
patio furniture 

133



District IV
Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Valerie Hendrix installing weed
 barrier in the entryway to the pond

Carol Morton & Angie Caldwell admiring
Valerie’s work on the entryway 

Angie Caldwell 
putting up the club’s 

Daffodil sign

Submitted by Sandy Vandenberg 
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District IV

89

Norwood Garden Club

Excerpts from the District IV Newsletter 135



District IV
Sevierville Garden Club

136



District IV
Sevierville Garden Club

137Excerpts from the Sevierville Garden Club Newsletter—Dixie Seaton, editor 



District IV

The January 2026 program was presented by Betts Leach with Evergreen
Garden Center of Johnson City.  She discussed Planning Your Spring Garden
because it’s not too early to start making plans!  One thing she recommends is 

using soil conditioner which is finely ground mulch on your beds because it
breaks down easily into usable organic matter. 

Shady Oaks Garden Club

138

For our annual charitable cause for holiday giving, the
Shady Oaks Garden Club selected The River Ministry 
of Johnson City to receive $500.  This organization 

provides free access to showers and washing machines 
for needy women in our area. Additional services include

free haircuts, personal hygiene products, diapers and
referrals for other forms of assistance.  We are proud to 

support this worthy organization which has helped 
thousands of women and children locally. 

Excerpts from the District IV Newsletter 



District IV
Shady Oaks Garden Club
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District IV
Shady Oaks Garden Club

140



District IV
Shady Oaks Garden Club

141Submitted by Janet D. Brown



District IV
Tuckaleechee Garden Club

The Tuckaleechee Garden Club had fun at the Prop ‘n Swap on
Tuesday, January 6  at the Dancing Bean Coffee Shop in Townsend.

You can find us at the Dancing Bean every first Tuesday of the
month, promoting plant propagation and offering free plant

cuttings.  Come visit us next month to grab a special plant cutting
for your home and enjoy a cup of coffee too!

th

142

Left to right:  Emma Newman from the Dancing Bean, with Janie Bitner
& Sandra Barese from the Tuckaleechee Garden Club.

Excerpts from the Tuckaleechee Garden Club Facebook page 



District IV
West Hills Ten O’Clock Gardeners

143Reprinted from the District IV Newsletter 



District IV 
Presidents & Treasurers Meeting
Friday, May 8, 2026–10:00 am
Ivan Racheff House & Gardens 
1943 Tennessee Avenue   Knoxville

144
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Mountain Laurel Garden Club
presents

“Gardening Through a Child’s Eyes”

An NGC Horticulture Specialty Flower Show

Thursday, June 4, 2026
4:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Pearson Springs Park Pavilion 
1467 Montvale Station Road

Maryville, TN  37803
Contact phone:   865-983-7085

The show is free & open to members of the 
Mountain Laurel Garden Club & their invited guests. 

Mountain Laurel Garden Club is a 
Federated Garden Club in District IV of the
Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 



Member Spotlight

District I:  Mary Heim
“Gardener, Leader, Designer Par Excellence”
Kennedy View Garden Club

District II:  Kim Orrand
“Excellence”
Flower Growers Garden Club

District III:  Candace Wells
“Thank God for Candace!”
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club

District IV:  Diane Rohtert
“Gardening With Heart”
Tuckaleechee Garden Club 148



Mary Heim
Kennedy View Garden Club

District I

“Gardener, Leader, Designer par Excellence”

149



Kim Orrand
Flower Growers Garden Club

District II

“Excellence”

Kim excels in every area as a garden club member.  Her home
garden is unique, and includes a greenhouse that she and her son
built, as well as a pond that she designed and dug.  It would be rare
if Kim’s designs or horticulture did not receive a blue ribbon
wherever she entered—at the State level or at FGGC meetings.  Her
commitment is over and above all expectations—sharing
knowledge, plants from her garden, and always ready to fill in
where needed with excellence.  She is appreciated and loved by her
fellow FGGC members, and currently serves her club as second vice
president and acting secretary.  We appreciate you, Kim!! 

150Submitted by Patty Compton



Candace Wells
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club

District III

“Thank God For Candace!”
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Candace Wells
Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club

District III
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Diane Rohtert
Tuckaleechee Garden Club

District IV

“Gardening With Heart”
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Member Spotlight

Nominate that person for the 
“Member Spotlight”!

Each Volunteer Gardener edition will feature 
one garden club member per District.

 
Email photos & a brief article about your nominee to:

annabanana7@comcast.net

Is there a garden club member in your District who has
special interests, inspires others, or has contributed
greatly to your club, District, TFGC &/or community?
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Featured Photography
Sandy Vandenberg

Mountain Laurel Garden Club 
District IV

Sandhill Cranes at the Hiwassee Wildlife Reserve
155
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Featured Poetry District I

My Backyard Bluebirds Call to Me

Phyllis Allen
Germantown Garden Club

As the evening light of winter, slowly fades in the western sky,
I hear my backyard bluebirds chattering their notes low and high.
So I go and fill their feeder, with the mealworms they desire,
Satisfied they slip away, darkness falls, and they retire.

It seems my backyard bluebirds never stray too far away,
They may go for months unseen, but are back again today.  
The old nesting box is the beacon calling them from afar,
In and out the hole they go, checking that home is up to par.

Seven seasons of young birds fledging from the box they know,
My mind ponders:  are you the ones that left in summer’s afterglow?
It really doesn’t matter, I tell myself, you are welcome all the same!
You brighten the winter day, and bring a smile when you call my name. 
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District II
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Ode to a Butterfly District III

A butterfly’s a curious thing
Not much body, but plenty of wing

And for protection, it’s got no sting.
A butterfly’s a curious thing.

Is there pattern in its random flight?
With target flowers on which to light
And territories over which to fight?

Dueling butterflies would be quite a sight.

Just how it fits into Nature’s plan 
I cannot say that I understand.

What is the job of this painted fan?
It cannot be just to delight man.

It does not really matter why.  
In the garden when the sun is high 
I think each time as one flutters by

A wonderful gift is the butterfly.

Anne Leonard—Garden Club of Signal Mountain
Reprinted from the Spring 1999 Volunteer Gardener 
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District IVIris
I see you standing tall and straight,
among your blades of green.
The breeze will toss you to and fro,
yet you stand so tall and serene.

Your falls fold limply at your sides,
gently flapping in the breeze.
While your standards form a perfect dome,
enclosing nectar for the insects to seize.

You come in sizes short and tall,
your colors vary too.
From yellow and gold, to violet and white,
just to name a few.

From Siberia, Japan and the Dutch you’ve come,
from far across the seas.
And Germany can boast a bearded one,
picked by our state as supreme.

Our little native ones that come,
in very early Spring,
Are nestled ‘neath the fallen leaves,
just waiting to be seen. 

And in the Fall when one might think 
their blooming is all done,
Some bloom again to bring us joy 
beneath Autumn’s golden sun.

Mrs. Nancy Marrison—Mountain Laurel Garden Club
Reprinted from the Summer 1994 Volunteer Gardener
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Special Educational Features
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Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson
Garden Club, New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S.,
District II Judges Council, HSMT & the Organization of
Floral Art Designers (OFAD).  
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Living With Roses 
by Morna Conway, PhD, Murfreesboro, TN



168Rosa ‘Sweet Rose of Mine’ Rosa ‘Oh My!’



Rosa ‘Love At First Sight’
Rosa ‘Painted Moon’ 

Rosa ‘Larger Than Life’
Rosa ‘Elle’
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Rosa ‘Cherry Parfait’

Rosa ‘Ay Caramba!’

Rosa ‘Good As Gold’

170

Rosa ‘Dainty Bess’
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District II 
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Franklin County Garden Club
District II

Submitted by Lola Eslick & Karen Rizzuti

Brenda Mahoney (Smokey chairperson), 
Lola Eslick, Doris Crawford, Jeanie Du Gan and

Karen Rizzuti hold up our Franklin County Garden
Club winning posters for 3 , 4 , & 5  grade.rd th th
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Does your garden club involve
Youth in programs & projects?  

Share your Youth Gardening Project
in the Volunteer Gardener!

Email details & photos to:
annabanana7@comcast.net

Unless there are signed release forms from parents, 
the youths’ faces will be obscured in the photos. 177
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	District      # of Clubs           # of Members
	626
	II
	670

	III
	259

	IV
	467
	Total
	2022

	February 21, 2026

	Day of Gardening
	Program Highlights
	9:30 am  Registration & Coffee
	10:00 am  Food Forest Coalition                    of Chattanooga
	11:00 am  Holly Jones
	12:00 pm  Lunch & Market
	1:00 pm  Kelly Smith Trimble
	w/ Jonathan Parkes Allen


	TFGC District III welcomed garden club members to the  2026 Day of Gardening  “The Art of Foodscaping” at the  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in East Ridge, TN. The Hickory Valley Garden Club provided awesome planning, recruitment of speakers, door prizes & beautiful table centerpieces for sale at the event.
	Kathy Kulak served  as meeting emcee, & District III Director Jackie Westfield welcomed attendees.

	Monique Lewis & Starr Alexander managed the Ways & Means Table.
	Door Prizes were spectacular!
	Great Vendors
	Dr. Jonathan Parkes Allen
	Holly Jones
	Kelly Smith Trimble
	Let’s Get Ready for Conservation Camp 2026!
	TFGC Conservation Camp
	Tuesday & Wednesday, October 13 - 14, 2026 Beersheba Springs, TN
	Theme:  “Mother Nature Wants You!”
	The venue will be the  Beersheba Springs Assembly, an historic hotel and retreat.
	List of activities & registration information  will be provided soon!


	Save the Date
	April 19 - 21, 2027
	Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

	2027 Convention
	Embassy Suites West Knoxville

	Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. News

	Highlights
	The luncheon menu included Savory Appetizers, Roasted Turkey, Sage Dressing, Southern Sweet Potatoes, Fresh Cranberry Salad, Iced Fruit Tea, Hot Cider, and a variety of delicious desserts prepared by Denise.
	There were also plants throughout the house that were for sale to benefit Deep South Scholarships.
	Grant Information
	National Garden Clubs, Inc.
	2026 Convention
	May 4 - 6, 2026


	St. Louis, Missouri
	National Garden Week June 7 - 13, 2026
	Celebrate National Garden Week in your community!
	Club News  &  District Events
	TFGC DISTRICT I
	Message from the District I Director Jackie Walker
	Jackie Walker
	DISTRICT I
	Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

	DISTRICT I
	Spring 2026 Membership Meeting
	Jackie Walker, Pam Ellis & Shannon Hammers
	Silent Auction Baskets
	District I Director Jackie Walker greets Lelia Johnson & LaQuita Misner.


	DISTRICT I
	Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

	DISTRICT I
	Spring 2026 Membership Meeting

	DISTRICT I
	Germantown Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Germantown Garden Club
	Honey tasting station
	Madonna students hear the lessons.


	DISTRICT I
	Germantown Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Germantown Garden Club
	Lucie pollinates the flower  with the bee.
	Carol Symeon, Gerry Covington &  Kathie Clark take flight!
	Lucie Calvin is ready for bee pollination.


	DISTRICT I
	Little Garden Club of Memphis

	DISTRICT I
	DISTRICT I
	Little Garden Club of Memphis
	Members of the Little Garden Club of Memphis helped the Carpenter Art Garden beautify their campus with spring & fall annual plantings.


	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club
	The Club devotional by Jennifer Beyer referenced the ongoing generosity of gardeners—think sharing of plants and kindness.  After a brief reading, Jennifer shared a favorite phrase of her mom regarding her own garden...“a gracious plenty”.
	Club members shared and discussed horticulture on display from their winter gardens, including autumn fern, lenten rose and alum plant.
	Flower arranging was another project of several club members who assisted clients of Page Robbins Alzheimer’s Day Care.  Men and women enjoyed arranging flowers they would take home at the end of the day.


	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club
	On February 11, the Shelby East Club gathered at a favorite venue  in Collierville, The Silver Caboose Restaurant.  The program featured Floriography, the meaning of flowers and their colors.  Members brought and shared photos and meaning of a favorite flower.  A few of the Floriography interpretations included zinnias—thinking of friends, hyacinth—sincerity and deep love, daffodils—rebirth and new beginnings, and tulips—love and passion.
	Submitted by Barbara McAdams


	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club
	On a rainy spring morning, President Phyllis Agnew welcomed members to The Memphis Botanic Garden.  Cheryl Hausman, Program Chair, introduced the featured speaker, The Bartlett Beewhisperer, David Glover.  David was recently featured on TV news when rescuing a stray hive from a huge piece of machinery (see photos).  He is well known and knowledgeable on all aspects of the life cycle of honeybees and their importance in nature.  As one of 500 beekeepers in Shelby County, TN, David presented an engaging talk on the very vital role of the honeybee.
	Club President Phyllis Agnew  called the meeting to order.



	DISTRICT I
	Shelby East Garden Club
	Early March at the  Memphis Botanic Garden
	Spring Beauties:  Liz & June  at the Memphis Botanic Garden
	The Bartlett Beekeeper rescuing a stray hive. The bees landed on him rather than flying into the box.



	DISTRICT I
	Southwind Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	DISTRICT I
	Southwind Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Submitted by Melissa Putnam


	DISTRICT I
	DISTRICT I
	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Kevin Coble of Le Fleur  speaks to Suburban.
	Members (from left) Martha Hester,  Ellen Rardin, Elaine Hare,  Priscilla Alexander, & Claire Shapiro  hear from Kevin.
	Kevin taught the club how to use greenery in imaginative ways.


	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Many thanks to our March Tea Table (from left) Carol Martin, Maggie Cobb-Boyd, Lise van Stolk,  Susan Labovitz, Jo Lawson, Donna Akers, Blanche Williams,  Angie Osborn, & Ellen Rardin.
	A club favorite design


	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Staging near the entry


	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Umbrellas full of flowers decorated the show.
	Our Horticulture room overflowed with entries.
	Local residents enjoy the free flower show.


	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club

	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Jo Lawson won the Gayle Schuler Award for her azaleas.
	Melissa Putnam’s No Wetlands, No Ducks won the  Educational Display Award.


	DISTRICT I
	Suburban Garden Club
	Nancy Coe’s Tea Tray
	Jo Lawson’s design
	Martha Mayer’s design
	The Trenton Garden Club
	presents the


	2026 Trenton Teapot Festival  Flower Show
	Free & Open to the Public


	Tuesday, April 28, 2026 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
	Staged at the
	First United Methodist Church 500 South College Street Trenton, TN 38382

	District I  Presidents’ Meeting Memphis Botanic Garden Monday, May 18, 2026  10:00 am
	TFGC District II
	II
	District II Officers: Director: Becky Fox Matthews becky@lostfrogs.com
	Vice-Director: Karen Dawson fdkd70@bellsouth.net
	Recording Secretary: Jennifer Kidd jkkmd@comcast.net
	Corresponding Secretary: Kay Wells wellsonhill@comcast.net
	Treasurer: Theresa Bray tlbray1@bellsouth.net


	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	District II
	Tennessee Council of Nationally Accredited Flower Show Judges of  District II
	Will sponsor an

	NGC Flower Show Symposium
	Monday & Tuesday April 13 - 14, 2026
	Held at  The Oaklands Mansion in Maney Hall 901 North Maney Avenue Murfreesboro, TN 37130

	TFGC DISTRICT II
	SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING
	Speaker:  Theresa Singer, PhD  “Solitary Bees in a Honey Bee World”
	APRIL 29, 2026
	10:00 AM
	BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 7777 CONCORD ROAD BRENTWOOD, TN 37027
	100
	District II Ways & Means Table Sales by Town & Country Garden Club



	101
	102
	The Rachel  Jackson Garden Club
	presents

	“Boo”
	An NGC Petite Small-Standard Flower Show
	Friday, October 16, 2026
	Staged at Through the Grapevine Banquet Suite 190 630 Broadmor Boulevard  Murfreesboro, TN 37129-0902
	Show viewing hours 1:00 pm until 2:30 pm
	Show closes at 2:30 pm
	Open and Free to the Public


	TFGC District III
	III
	District III Officers: Director: Jackie Westfield tndistrict3director@gmail.com
	Vice-Director: Lu Ann Carey lucarey3@gmail.com
	Recording Secretary: Geneva Andrews geneva.andrews@icloud.com
	Corresponding Secretary: Starr Alexander starralexander3@gmail.com
	Treasurer: Diane Ryder dianeryder@epbfi.com
	104

	Message from the District III Director Jackie Westfield

	Jackie Westfield
	District III
	Aldersgate Garden Club
	106


	District III
	Aldersgate Garden Club
	107


	District III
	Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”
	Club president Amy Candler & Jonathan Joban
	108


	District III
	Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”
	109


	District III
	Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees”
	The Dayton Garden Club “Busy Bees” held their March Meeting at the Mark Anton Airport in Dayton, TN.   Marla Monroe was our guest speaker.  She presented a wonderful powerpoint and shared her knowledge of foraging for medical herbs and food sources in Eastern Tennessee.  Following her presentation we had a fabulous potluck lunch followed by our business meeting.
	110


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	111


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	Speaker Mark Gilliland with members  Donna Morrison and Tweedie Griswold
	112


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	Hostesses (left to right):  Anne Hayes Pearce (kneeling),  Dolores Murphy, Melissa Nimon, Linda Stafford,  Judith Paul, Stacy Webb, and Samantha Ward
	113


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	114


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	Her artwork can be seen at the Signal Mountain Library, the Walden Town Hall, UTC Special Collections and McCoy Farm and Gardens.  McCoy also has some of her books available.  The McCoy/Bachman home is open to the public the second Sunday of each month, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.
	An original painting by Emma Bell Miles
	Local Artist Anne LSB Davis with painting by Emma Bell Miles
	115




	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	Hostesses for the nature themed luncheon were:  Left to right: Margie Rowland, Ione Farrar, Anne Leonard, Mary Tidwell,  Eleanor Dobson, and Debbie Garvich.
	116


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	117


	District III
	Garden Club of Signal Mountain
	118


	District III
	Hickory Valley Garden Club
	If you’ve ever said “I love orchids, but I can never keep them alive” …then you definitely missed out on our last meeting!  In March, members met at Signal Mountain Nursery to learn more about different species of orchids and how to take care of them.  Thank you to Donna for teaching us more about such a beautiful plant!  Now we know exactly how to keep our orchids alive!
	119


	District III
	Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
	120


	District III
	Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
	121


	District III
	Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club
	122


	123
	The Dayton Garden Club presents

	“Healing Beauties”
	An NGC Petite Small -Standard Flower Show
	Friday, July 24, 2026
	Staged at the Rhea CountyWelcome Center 107 Main Street Dayton, TN 37321
	Show Viewing Hours 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	Open and Free to the Public


	TFGC District IV
	IV
	District IV Officers Director: Janet Brown drjanw@comcast.net
	Vice-Director: Gina Clark gclarkx4@gmail.com
	Recording Secretary: LaQuita Misner lqmisner@aol.com
	Corresponding Secretary: Gina Barnett ggbarnett@sbcglobal.net
	Treasurer: Sandy Barnes barnessandy834@gmail.com
	Asst. Treasurer: Grace Clark graceaclark24@gmail.com
	125

	Message from the District IV Director Dr. Janet Brown

	Janet Brown
	District IV
	Harrogate Garden Club
	Harrogate Garden Club participated in the Arbor Day 2026 Tree Giveaway at Harrogate City Hall.
	127



	District IV
	Kanunsita Garden Club
	The Kanunsita Garden Club of Athens, TN raised funds for Community Involvement with a silent auction and festive holiday luncheon at our December meeting.
	128


	District IV
	Lakemoor Hills Garden Club
	129


	District IV
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	130


	District IV
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	Books that will be used for June flower show “Gardening Through a Child’s Eyes”
	Kim Pilas with her creation
	131


	District IV
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	Mountain Laurel had planned a wildflower walk and a picnic for their March meeting, but Mother Nature went from a sunny day to a cold snowy day causing a change of plans.  The meeting was changed to a restaurant with member Sandy Vandenberg presenting a short program on wildflowers, with book recommendations and a handout with interesting facts and good hikes to see wildflowers.
	132


	District IV
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	Members are busy digging plants for the annual plant sale on Saturday April 25th and making plans for the upcoming June flower show.  Now that the weather has warmed up, work has started once again in the Fairview Gardens.  Members have been weeding, redoing the entry pavers to the pond area and spray painting the patio table and chairs.  “Don’t Mow the Daffodils” signs have also been put up at the school.
	Carol Morton weeding a flower bed
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	District IV
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	Valerie Hendrix installing weed  barrier in the entryway to the pond
	Angie Caldwell  putting up the club’s  Daffodil sign
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	District IV
	Norwood Garden Club
	135


	District IV
	Sevierville Garden Club

	District IV
	Sevierville Garden Club
	137


	District IV
	Shady Oaks Garden Club
	138


	District IV
	Shady Oaks Garden Club

	District IV
	Shady Oaks Garden Club

	District IV
	Shady Oaks Garden Club
	141


	District IV
	Tuckaleechee Garden Club
	142


	District IV
	West Hills Ten O’Clock Gardeners
	143


	District IV  Presidents & Treasurers Meeting Friday, May 8, 2026–10:00 am Ivan Racheff House & Gardens  1943 Tennessee Avenue   Knoxville
	145
	146
	Mountain Laurel Garden Club
	presents
	“Gardening Through a Child’s Eyes”
	An NGC Horticulture Specialty Flower Show
	Thursday, June 4, 2026 4:30 pm - 8:00 pm
	Pearson Springs Park Pavilion  1467 Montvale Station Road Maryville, TN  37803 Contact phone:   865-983-7085
	The show is free & open to members of the  Mountain Laurel Garden Club & their invited guests.
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	Member Spotlight
	148

	“Gardener, Leader, Designer par Excellence”
	Mary Heim Kennedy View Garden Club District I
	149
	“Excellence”
	Kim Orrand Flower Growers Garden Club District II
	Kim excels in every area as a garden club member.  Her home garden is unique, and includes a greenhouse that she and her son built, as well as a pond that she designed and dug.  It would be rare if Kim’s designs or horticulture did not receive a blue ribbon wherever she entered—at the State level or at FGGC meetings.  Her commitment is over and above all expectations—sharing knowledge, plants from her garden, and always ready to fill in where needed with excellence.  She is appreciated and loved by her fellow FGGC members, and currently serves her club as second vice president and acting secretary.  We appreciate you, Kim!!
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	“Thank God For Candace!”
	151

	Candace Wells Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club District III
	152
	“Gardening With Heart”
	Member Spotlight
	154

	Featured Photography
	156
	Featured Poetry
	District I
	My Backyard Bluebirds Call to Me
	157


	District II
	158
	Ode to a Butterfly
	A butterfly’s a curious thing Not much body, but plenty of wing And for protection, it’s got no sting. A butterfly’s a curious thing.
	District III
	Is there pattern in its random flight? With target flowers on which to light And territories over which to fight? Dueling butterflies would be quite a sight.
	Just how it fits into Nature’s plan  I cannot say that I understand. What is the job of this painted fan? It cannot be just to delight man.
	It does not really matter why.   In the garden when the sun is high  I think each time as one flutters by A wonderful gift is the butterfly.

	159

	Iris
	District IV
	160

	Special Educational Features
	162
	163
	164
	165
	166
	Living With Roses
	167

	168
	Rosa ‘Elle’
	Rosa ‘Larger Than Life’
	Rosa ‘Love At First Sight’
	Rosa ‘Painted Moon’
	169
	Rosa ‘Cherry Parfait’
	Rosa ‘Dainty Bess’
	Rosa ‘Ay Caramba!’
	Rosa ‘Good As Gold’
	170
	171
	District II
	173
	174
	Franklin County Garden Club District II
	Brenda Mahoney (Smokey chairperson),  Lola Eslick, Doris Crawford, Jeanie Du Gan and Karen Rizzuti hold up our Franklin County Garden Club winning posters for 3rd, 4th, & 5th grade.
	175

	176
	Does your garden club involve Youth in programs & projects?
	Share your Youth Gardening Project in the Volunteer Gardener!
	Email details & photos to: annabanana7@comcast.net
	177

	178

