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“How Can I Help?” is the title of Doug Tallamy’s 2026 book and “Saving Nature with Your Yard” is the
subtitle. I started listening to this book through the free library audiobook service Libby and soon
realized that I wanted to have a print copy of the book in my hands because it is a reference book. It
includes 499 questions people have asked the author along with his answers. Luckily for me, the
book was available at my local library. While I don’t agree with everything the author recommends,
this book contains a lot of great information. 

Chapter topics are as diverse as Oaks, Invasive Species, Pest Control, and Conservation and
Restoration. Tallamy advises you to read any chapter that interests you first. Each chapter starts off
with more general questions and progresses to more specific ones. The book includes a Resource
List and a detailed 20-page Index that makes it easy to find specific information. 

My property is just over two acres with lots of mature trees. What I consider my “yard” is about an
acre in front of and behind the house. Behind the backyard is an uphill sloped acre of woods.
Unwanted trees and bushes pop up everywhere, especially in the front and back yards. The only 
way I have been able to control these invasives is by cutting them down close to the ground then
painting the stumps with an herbicide. I pour the herbicide into a labeled jar, wear rubber gloves, 
and use a narrow foam paintbrush to paint the herbicide onto the stump of the plant I want to kill.
Doug Tallamy lists this as a favorite way to control invasives. He recommends that the best time to
attack invasives (other than “yesterday”) is early fall “because that is when nutrients are being
translocated back to the roots.” 

For years I had a few Euonymus alatus (burning bush) shrubs on the side of the yard. I never saw 
any invasive qualities to those burning bushes until suddenly one year they started sprouting
everywhere. I dug out the full-grown bushes to stop the seed-bearing, but years after that mistake I
am still pulling up little burning bush seedlings! 

Another year a Master Gardener friend offered to bring his chainsaw to help me rid the property of 
the invasive Lonicera maackii (Amur honeysuckle bush). Like burning bush seedlings, very small
honeysuckle bushes can be easily pulled out of the ground, but once they get a bit of growth (which
can happen quickly) their roots wind everywhere and they can be impossible to dig out. Given 
enough time their trunks can reach tree-size and you may need a chainsaw to cut them down. This 
is when cutting the trunk down and dabbing herbicide on it really works! 

I still have invasives on my property. Ridding your yard from invasives is not usually a one-time
project, but if you have invasives such as these two (both on Tennessee’s invasive list) or others that
are hard to dig out, now is a good time to get ready to go after them in early fall when hopefully we 
can also enjoy some cooler temperatures! 

Message From the District II Director
Becky Fox Matthews
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2025-2027 District II 
Committee Chairmen

2025-2027 District II 
Executive Board

Director
Awards

Vice Director

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Grants

Blue Star & Gold Star
Families Memorial 
Markers

Endowment Trust

Hospitality—Co-Chairs

Newsletter Editor

Vision of Beauty 
Calendar

Parliamentarian

Chaplain

Ways & Means

Becky Fox Matthews
Gateway Acres Garden Club,
Judges Council
1006 Waller Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-8349
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Karen Dawson
Town & Country Garden Club
fdkd70@bellsouth.net
615-594-2455

Jennifer Kidd
New Neighbors Garden Club
jkkmd@comcast.net
615-478-4854

Kay Wells
Rachel Jackson Garden Club
wellsonhill@comcast.net
615-419-3718

Theresa Bray
Beachaven Garden Club
tlbray1@bellsouth.net
931-542-7362

Gayle Jaggers
Oak Hill Garden Club
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net
615-352-0762 (home)

Town & Country 
Garden Club

Pam Dowd
Optimistic Gardeners Club
pamldowd@aol.com
615-896-8663

Annette Shrader
Clarksville Garden Club
annette.shrader@yahoo.com
931-801-8832

Becky Fox Matthews
District II Director
becky@lostfrogs.com
615-838-1359

Lola Eslick
Franklin County Garden Club
eslickla@aol.com
931-808-5754

Tove Rawlings
Country Homes Garden Club
info@therawlings.net
615-876-2169

Anna Marie Allen
Gateway Acres Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030

Gwyne Ellis Powers
Country Homes Garden Club
plantprincess2005@yahoo.com
813-833-5907

Kandee Walker
Harpeth Bend Garden Club
twalker10@aol.com
615-403-5053

Jan Vester
Country Homes Garden Club
janvestertn@gmail.com
615-870-2788

Door Prizes
Anna Marie Allen
Gateway Acres Garden Club
annabanana7@comcast.net
615-477-3030
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District II Book of Evidence (BOE)
Information from Gayle Jaggers,

District II Awards Chairman

Go to the TFGC Website to print the 
“TFGC Awards Application” 

& “Publication Release Form”
that must accompany each of your District II

Books of Evidence. 

tngardenclubs.org

The following pages contain information about the
District II Awards Application process, including:

• Which Projects are submitted for District II Awards
• Where to mail the District II BOEs—>to Tove Rawlings
• Due Date for District II Awards Application: December 1, 2026
• If your Book of Evidence does not match one of the 
   17 District II Awards, then mail it to State Awards Chairman 
   Debbie Shaver.  Her address is on the Awards Application form.
   State BOE Awards Application Deadline is January 1, 2027.
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3.

4.   Make one hard copy of your BOE and mail it to Tove Rawlings at PO Box 97, 

 

Joelton, TN, 37080-0097 by December 1, 2026. Also send one copy of your yearbook
to the same address.

5. BOEs are due December 1. 2026. Please include your telephone number and email 
address. You will be notified when the BOE is received. Contact Gayle Jaggers at
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net or call 615-659-9898 for questions.

6.  

Book of Evidence (BOE) 2026 
1.There is a 3-page limit, (using the front side only, the application plus three more 

pages.) The 2025-2027 TFGC Application form will be used this year. Access the
TFGC Inc. website and click on About Us and then click on Awards and scroll to the
application form. There will not be a new District II Award Application form this
year. The first page of the three pages will be used to write the summary about your
project. You may use the next two pages for photos. Address all the topics listed in 
the NGC Rubric in the summary or you will lose points in the scoring. Rubric topics
can also be stated in the photo captions but highlight them so they won’t be
overlooked. If your project qualifies for several awards, write a different summary
and use different photos for each BOE application. The TFGC photo permission 
form must be signed by non-members. Members may all sign on one permission 
form.

2. The BOEs will 

7.

8.The State Awards Chairman will submit BOE’s to the Deep South and NGC awards 

 

chairman, when possible. The TFGC state awards chairman is Debbie Shaver.
Contact her at H# 423-775-0102,
C# 423-322-8565 or buffiescorner@bellsouth.net. Her address is 349 Sharpe Lane,
Dayton, TN 37321-7728. Send BOE’s that do not match District II awards directly 
to the state awards chairman by January 1, 2027 or sooner if possible.
Do not send a project for an award directly to Debbie Shaver unless it is a project 
that does not fit the description of our District II award list. Once district awards are
judged, they will be sent to Debbie Shaver. 

The TFGC Awards Application is not used for your Flower Show BOE.  The NGC Flower
Show Form is furnished by the TFGC Awards Chairman, Debbie Shaver.

For Flower Show Awards see “Flower Show” section of awards on the TFGC website

not be returned, so make a copy for your records in case the BOE gets lost
in the mail.

Binders and vinyl sheets are not allowed.
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2026 District Awards 

Please note the numbers for the District II Awards for 2026 are the
same as those for 2025. The award names and numbers will be the 
same as the TFGC Awards. District II will give seventeen of the TFGC
awards for 2026. 

If your project matches the following awards you will first apply for a
District II Award. Do not send one of the following to the TFGC
chairman. 
#3 Horticulture 

#5 Public Relations 

#6 Conservation 

#7 Special Achievement Award 

#8 Promotion of Gardening Among Youth Award 

#13 Historic Preservation Award 

#16A Yearbook-Club Award 

#16E Yearbook-Group of Clubs, Council, District Award 

#19 Garden Therapy Award 

#25 National Garden Week Award 

#28 Church and Synagogue Gardens Award 

#31 The Pam Dowd Blue Star and Gold Star Families Memorial Marker Award 

#35 The Juanita Allinder Pollinator Award 

#45 Litter Control Award 

#49 Landscape Design Award 

#50 School Grounds Award 

#54 Environmental Education Award 7



I will forward your BOE’s to the state Chairman, Debbie Shaver, once the District II
awards committee has judged them for a district award. 

Refer to the TFGC Inc. website for a description of the awards. On the TFGC website 
click on Forms and scroll down to Award Rules. The scoring rubric is on page 12 of the
NGC Inc. website. Google NGC Inc. and search for the Scoring Rubric. This is what the
committee will use to judge your project. Be sure to address each topic on the rubric or 
you will lose points. The NGC General Scoring Rubric is on the NGC Inc. website. Click 
on Awards and scroll down to General Scoring Rubric. 

When applying for a District II award, fill out the 2025-2027 TFGC Inc. application form
that is on the TFGC web site. Then include the summary page and two pages of photos with
captions. Include lots of photos of members and identify them by name. If you apply for
several awards for the same project, you must use different photos and write a different
summary for each. So when taking photos take enough for several possible applications for
the same project. Identify non-members as “volunteers” and include a photo release form
(one page with all member signatures and a signed page for each volunteer.) 

Send all BOEs for District II awards and one copy of your yearbook to:
Tove Rawlings, P.O. Box 97, Joelton, TN 37080-0097, by December 1, 2026.

Staple all photo release forms together and include them with your BOE. 
If more than one project, indicate the award number at the top of the release forms. 

If your project does not comply with the District awards, send your award to:
Debbie Shaver, 349 Sharpe Lane, Dayton, TN 37321-7728 by January 1, 2027. 

Scrapbooks will not be due until after January 1 . Due date to be announced later. st

There is excellent information on how to do BOEs on the TFGC website. 

Gayle Jaggers
bgaylejaggers@comcast.net

615-659-9898
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Revised May 16, 2025 

TENNESSEE FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.

2025-2027 AWARDS APPLICATION 

Are your release forms on file? 
   
   

Yes
No 

TFGC Award Number _____________________TFGC Award Name___________________________ 

Date______________________ District 

Name of Club, Group of Clubs (list all clubs) OR Individual (list individual’s name and club) applying for
the award. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

If a Club, Number of Members 

If a Group of Clubs, list the number in each club ____________________________________________ 

Contact Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________ ZIP _____________________________________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this project NEW______ OR Continuing______ When did you start this project? _______________ 

Expected Date of Completion ____________________ OR is it Ongoing? _______________________ 

Be sure to include the WHOLE award number, and the beginning and ending dates of the project. The
Award BOE consists of 3 pages, front-side only, plus this cover sheet, for a total of 4 pages. Mail one
hard (paper) copy to the TFGC Awards Chair. The award applications MUST be delivered to the chair by
Jan 1. The 3-page BOE will not be returned. 

Your current State Awards Chair is:
Debbie Shaver 
349 Sharpe Lane 
Dayton, TN 37321
423-775-0102
Buffiescorner@bellsouth.net 
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NGC Awards Program
General Scoring Rubric 

Maximum Points 
Presentation 

Cover sheet included with all sections completed
Application adheres to 3 single-page limit unless other 
size specified in award description 
Application neat and concise 

Achievement 

Meets NGC Mission & Goals 
Scope of project defined 
Need identified 
Benefit to target (members/recipients/community/etc.)
Accomplishment of goals 
Comprehensiveness of work 
Activities to attain goals explained 
Evaluation of goals reached 
Educational 
Prior Planning 
Very brief history if continuing project (give full credit if not 
a continuing project) 
Other 

Participation 

% of member participation (may include any type of
support given) 
Involvement of others (community, government agencies,
professionals, youth, facility residents, others) 

Documentation 

Clear photos when applicable, labeled as needed
Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not 
applicable) 
Financial details 

5
5

5

 5 Total 

2
2 

1 

65 Total 

6
4
7

10
8
6
8
4
3
4
3 

2 

15 Total

12 

3 

15 Total 

100 Total 

_______ 

 _______ 

 _______ 

 _______ 

 ________ 

Awards Scoring Sheet 

Awards Form 3
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Note from TFGC State Awards Chairman 
June 17, 2026

Debbie Shaver, Awards Chairman

It was brought to my attention that the current Flower Show Report
Form does not include the following statement:

“50% of club MUST participate in a flower show to
receive credit for that show.”

I have spent several days looking back in my computer and finally
found an old 2016 report form, and at the bottom it states this.  In the
process of revamping the form, I have accidently left this out.  And it
was brought to my attention a few days ago.  My apologies.  

They reminded us that a flower show takes a lot of time and work, and
that these clubs who do them need just a little more recognition than
others.  That is why we have Flower Show Club of Excellence and
then we have a Club of Excellence. 

Now for the 2025 Awards year, I have allowed anyone who enters a
flower show to be able to count it for credit for their club, since that
statement was not noted on the current form.  Unfortunately that will
no longer be the case.  

Since we have already had clubs in 2026 hold flower shows, the 50%
rule will go back in effect in 2027.

I am truly sorry that I have overlooked this and thankful that it was
caught.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me.
Thank you for your understanding.  

“See it’s time for me to be on my way”
—Still Looking for someone who will take over…

Debbie Shaver 11



Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Theme:  “Plant Tennessee for Years of Greens”

Project:  Plant the Flowers and Vegetables
that have Endured Through the Last Century.

Share Your Favorites

An individual and/or a club may submit pictures of your flower
or vegetable gardens showing and naming the plants used

as part of the 2026 TFGC 100  year celebration.th

There will be an award for the 1 , 2 , and 3  place winners.st nd rd

All entries will receive a certificate of appreciation.

Please submit your information to Lelia Johnson
with at least 2 pages showing and describing the plants. 

Submission Deadline is January 31, 2027.

Send to:  
Lelia Johnson 

3475 Brighton Blvd. NW
Cleveland, TN 37312

l.johnson924@yahoo.com
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FlowerPower
Online Fundraiser

Last chance for bulbs for the DSGC scholarship! We are excited to offer

several New Items to our Fall 2026 Program! New items will be marked with a

red, New Item banner on the top left of the picture. The deadline is October

15. Items will ship in early October.

 http://DSGC.fpfundraising.com 

Contact Ways and Means Chairmen, Kathy Sudduth, with questions.

kathymsudduth@gmail.com 251.978.0661
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Woodsy Owl says: “Lend a hand—care for the land!”
 

Smokey Bear says: “Only you can prevent wildfires!”
 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc., are giving students the opportunity to
demonstrate their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic
environmental conservation principles through original drawings of
Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl.
View previous contest winners: 
http s ://gardenclub.org/smoke y-b ear-wo o ds y- owl- you th-p o ster- c onte st .

Smokey Bear is recognized nationally and internationally as the 
symbol for wildfire prevention. The original Smokey Bear appeared
in 1944. Smokey’s message, “Only you can prevent wildfires!”
encourages personal responsibility for wildfire prevention. Smokey
Bear teaches children and adults to be careful with campfires,
barbecues, burning yard waste, and matches. For more about
Smokey Bear visit https://smokeybear.com.

Woodsy Owl is America’s icon for the conservation of the 
environment. Since 1971, Woodsy has helped parents and
teachers inspire children to observe, explore, and care for the
environment. 
He challenges children to “Lend a hand, care for the land!” and to
take an active role in caring for the land through recycling, reusing,
and reducing waste; gardening, planting, and caring for trees; using
resources wisely; and not littering. For more about Woodsy Owl
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/learn/kids/woodsy-owl.

ANNOUNCING
 2027 Smokey Bear 

& Woodsy Owl Poster Contest
 Children from first through fifth grades

are invited to participate in this annual
drawing contest featuring conservation icons 

Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl!

Forest Service
 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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Poster Tips
 

• 

Recognition Ceremonies
•  

Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest Rules:

•

•

•

• 

It is recommended that local and/or State recognition ceremonies be coordinated in conjunction with local 
events during Earth Week in April or during National Public Lands Day (last Saturday in September). Smokey
Bear, Woodsy Owl, or both should be present at these award ceremonies if possible. The Forest Service
conservation education or fire prevention regional coordinators can help you identify local Forest Service
offices that may assist you when planning for a Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl appearance at your event. A list
of coordinators is available upon request via email at sm.fs.symbols@usda.gov.

•Certificates of participation are free of charge. You can download them from www.symbols.gov or by 
requesting hard copies via email at sm.fs.symbols@usda.gov.

•The National Garden Clubs will announce the first-place national winners for each grade level and the 
national grand prize winner at their 2027 annual meeting.

•Certificates and prize money ($50) for the five national winners will be mailed following the National Garden
Clubs’ 2027 annual meeting. The national grand prize winner will get the certificate, a trophy, and a framed
copy of the winning poster during a recognition ceremony coordinated by the Garden Club that sponsored
the submission; the ceremony is typically held during the summer.
•The Forest Service will support the recognition ceremony for the national grand prize winner by arranging for 

Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl to attend.

A good poster has a bold and simple design.
The poster’s message should be easily understood and delivered both in the picture and in text.
An educator, parent, guardian, or other adult should provide 11” x 17” paper for a child to create their poster.
Find inspiration for your poster with promotional and educational products from the National Symbols Cache,
www.symbols.gov.
Posterswillbe judgedfororiginality, design, slogan, artwork, and overall effectiveness of the message.

•Competition may include students from first to fifth grade.
•Posters are to be completed by individual student artists.
•Posters must have correct spelling (posters with spelling errors will be disqualified).
•All posters must feature Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl and must not feature both together.
•Smokey Bear posters must include Smokey’s wildfire prevention message: Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!
•Woodsy Owl posters must include Woodsy’s conservation message: Lend a Hand—Care for the Land!
•All posters should encourage children to take a personal role in preventing wildfires or conserving natural 

resources.
•Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl must be presented in their correct colors (they are official icons protected by 

law); check the colors on the website www.fs.usda.gov/learn/kids or www.symbols.gov.
Each poster entry should be 11 x 17 inches in size.•

•Materials that can be used include crayons, markers, poster paints, watercolors, and the like.
• The choice of paper color and texture is up to the child.
•No three-dimensional posters, computer-scanned, or electronically generated images will be accepted.
•All poster entrees must be sponsored by a recognized local garden club.
•The local garden club chairperson must submit the poster entries to his or her state chairperson no later than 

January 22, 2027. The state garden club chairperson must submit the five winning posters from his or her
State to the regional garden club chairperson by February 26, 2027.

•The following information should be written on the back of the poster in the lower-right corner (do not use a 
dark marker for this information as it may show through):

•The name, address, phone number, and email of the sponsoring local garden club.
•The artist’s name, address, contact phone number, grade level, school, teacher’s name, city, and State.

(Should school policy preclude giving students’ addresses and phone numbers, please include the school
address and phone number).

•Poster coordinators should take photos of their final, winning posters. The original winning posters will be the 
property of the Forest Service and not returned to the National Garden Clubs or the winners.
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Use the National network to help promote your club,
recruit new members, and retain longtime gardeners. 



Highlights of Fleurs De Villes 

The Gilded Age

 August 1 - 9, 2026

At Cheekwood

Becky Fox Matthews 
& Lillian Hibbett visited the Fleurs de Villes

exhibit at Cheekwood. 

Fleurs de Villes FLORA
is a fresh floral, fashion-
forward exhibition theme for
2026 celebrating spring
couture in bloom through
original mannequin designs
by local floral talent.  Local
florists transform thousands
of fresh blooms into bold,
imaginative couture
creations. 
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Photos by Lillian Hibbett & Becky Fox Matthews
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Send your club’s photos, meeting news & events to: 
annabanana7@comcast.net
text:  615-477-3030
Submission Deadline for the October Newsletter is
September 15 . th

WELCOME TO OUR DISTRICT II 

CLUB
NEWS

District II Newsletter Editor

Anna Marie Allen
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Flower Lovers Circle
The Flower Lovers Circle met

for our June meeting at the
home of Betsy Lee Koszut.  We

had an interesting
presentation by Betsy Lee on

the making of a “flower
island”.  This is a design of a

flower-filled retreat that can
be enjoyed for several seasons.

Betsy Lee explained the
planning & execution of her
own flower island and what

plants are best suited for the
various sun, shade and soil
conditions.  Outdoor items

may be added, such as a bench
and/or decor to enhance the

area.  We had a devotional and
a wonderful lunch given by

Betsy Lee.  We are getting
ready for the “Friends of

Lawrence County Animals”
fundraiser for which we will
do the centerpieces for about

26 tables.  Arrangements were
taken to four different places
in honor of National Garden

Week by members.  A big
thank you to Gail, Sheila,
MaryAnn, Nita & Judy!  

Sheila, Gail, Betsy Lee, Betsy & Gail

The “Flower Island” at Betsy Lee’s home
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Beth giving the devotional

Gail giving demonstration

Nita, Mary Ann, Gail, Sheila, Betsy, Reba & Beth

Flower Lovers Circle met for our July
meeting with Nita as the hostess.  We

enjoyed a devotional by Beth about
International Friendship Day & being a

true friend.  We had some wonderful finger
foods and Gail spoke about arrangements
for the fair, giving us a preview of a multi-

rhythmic design.  We all look forward to the
Lawrence County Fair in September, and

each of us tries our best to make all five
designs for the judging.  MaryAnn brought

us a program on some guidelines for a
flower show to help us all get ready.  Judy

gave us an idea of an Arboretum at the park.
Discussion on the menu for the judges and

changes for the fair were mentioned by
Gail.  We will all sign up for designs at our

next meeting at MaryAnn’s home in August.
We all congratulated Reba on her 61

Wedding Anniversary and Gail on her 60th
Anniversary!

st

Submitted by Nita Slater
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Gateway Acres Garden Club

The event was held at Theresa Menefee’s beautiful home and attended by 18 members.

Bette and Becky were co-hostesses.  Lunch was a wonderful fried chicken/vegetarian

box lunch from “Something Special”.  Susan provided a poignant blessing prior to the

meal.  There was a multitude of wonderfully curated and varied items for the auction

ranging from beautiful plants and vases to chicken tikka masala in insulated bags.

Everyone seemed pretty excited by their “finds”!

August 13  Meeting & Silent Auctionth

Kippie Leland & Theresa Menefee Bette Ann Fields & Martha Garman

Janie Hagan & Sara jo Gill
Narrative by Martha Garman
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Susan Sinclair Kathy Wirt
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Bette Ann Fields presided over the Meeting
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Harpeth Bend Garden Club
Club members met on August 12  at the home of Marsha Hunt for a

meeting, program by club president Robin Nash & a wonderful lunch. 

th

Submitted by Marsha Hunt



Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
The Lake Forest Acres Club held its July 27  meeting and luncheon at the home of
member and past chaplain, Sandy Mahoney.  One of Sandy’s many talents is making
custom cards with dried flowers.  As you can see, Sandy’s cards are wonderfully
vibrant and colorful.  She explained to the Club the process by which she presses
and dries flowers using her microwave.  Each card is so beautifully unique.  The time
and care it takes in making these cards not only showcases her passion for her craft,
but the creativity and artistic ability that goes into mixing and matching all the
colors, size and proportion of the petals and the precise arrangement of each flower
petal.  You can feel the expression of love, beauty and detail that goes into each card.

th

Thank you, Sandy, for sharing your home.  It was such a lovely meeting!

29



30



Also at the meeting, the Club honored one of its
longstanding members and past officers, Linda
York, with a TFGC Life Membership.  Linda is a
charter member of Lake Forest Acres Garden
Club.  She is probably the last remaining charter
member of the Club when it started in 1979 in the
Lake Forest Acres neighborhood.  In the past,
Linda has served as president, and all other
offices of the Club.  She also raised a family while
holding down a career.  Her presence has been
missed due to her job and having been a
caretaker for her family;  however, she has
significantly contributed to our garden club,
participating in flower shows, and many other
projects throughout her membership.

We especially thank Linda for being a loyal
member in helping LFAGC to thrive and flourish.
The club she helped to start 47 years ago will soon
celebrate 50 years as a member of National
Garden Club, Inc., Deep South Region, and the
Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.  
Such a great accomplishment!

Submitted by Anice Rouse 31



Submitted by Faye Sturm

Leipers Fork Garden Club
The Leipers Fork Garden Club held its July meeting at the
home of Tammy Jay.  We had such beautiful surroundings,
enjoyed a great lunch, and learned about dividing plants.  Our
speaker was Lynn Smith from Riverbend Nursery in Franklin.
Lynn spoke about ferns she had given as gifts that were shoots
from a 100 year-old plant.  Other tips included the best times to
be dividing our plants.  
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Optimistic Gardeners Club
The Club Project for the month of August was sharing pictures of:

“Pollinators in
Your Garden”
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The orange bags on
bumble bee legs are

pollen baskets,
scientifically called
corbiculae, which

store packed flower
pollen. 
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Libby Black shared honey bee photos
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Submitted by Lillian Hibbett 36



Personality Pots
by Lisa Chappell

Hostesses:
Jan, Mary & Lisa
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District II Vice Director 
Karen Dawson (center) was a special

guest at the meeting. 

Sheila teaching us
 how to 

propagate
 hydrangeas
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Lynn Rouse’s presentation was based on
the 20 basic design types in the 

Flower Show Handbook. 

Joe Rouse teaching about design principles

Carol’s “Summer Bloomers” Collection
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Submitted by Lillian Hibbett.  Youth photo release on file. 

Youth member Lucy Mizener’s winning
Smokey Bear poster 

“Pollinator Bingo” 

Anita is the winner!
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Designs
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It was perfect timing to use
flowers from our meeting
and gardens for Oaklands

Annual Membership
Brunch & Meeting.
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T.A.G.S.

(Tennessee Arrangers & Growers Society)

District II

NGC Flower Show Judges Study Club

Monday, August 3, 2026

Clerk’s report on exhibits

Kathy Rychen

Members are required to have the NGC Flower Show Handbook and 
the

Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging Book with them at each meeting.

Exhibitor is free to use either a Two or Three Dimensional

Staging Panel with a matching Underlay, exhibitor choice of color.

All Study Designs are Staged on a table 29” tall from

the floor x 20”deep x 36”w, draped with a black fitted

cloth to the floor (furnished by committee.)

Each meeting four (4) different NGC Design Types are exhibited.
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Submitted by Kathy Rychen



Our speaker this month was Terry Cook, ecologist with 
Friends of Warner Parks. His responsibilities include
storm restoration, as well as evaluating park areas for 
best use. As many of us personally experienced this 
year, February’s Ice Storm Fern had a devastating 
impact to our yards, neighborhoods,and to the Warner 
Parks. Once the ice storm itself ended,there followed 
weeks of treacherous park conditions as ice melted 
and trees and branches continued to crack and fall. 
Terry spoke of the staggering loss of tree canopy and 
the resulting clean-up comprising the loss of 45 trees 
per mile and 2 million tons of debris.

One of his favorite proactive projects is Clare’s
Meadow, named for Nashville philanthropist Clare
Armistead.  The meadow is a 6-acre plot of unused land 
that the Friends of Warner Parks, in collaboration with Metro Parks and conservation
organizations, is being transformed into a native grassland for attracting pollinators, bees,
and birds. 
The presentation was thoroughly enjoyed as members are park frequenters.

 

Member Doris Weakley evaluated arrangements
and specimens brought in by members and
reminded us of the finer points for best display of
plant material.

Tyne Meade Garden Club’s August meeting was held at Johnson’s Chapel United Methodist
Church on August 6. The club does not schedule a July meeting, so members were excited
to get together and catch up! 

Tyne Meade Garden Club 

Our August hostesses—Dixie Riddle, Betsy Abernathy,
Elaine Eldridge, and Andrea Shelton—provided a
delicious lunch.

Aftermath of Ice Storm Fern
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Although rain has been spotty at times, the Grassmere garden continues to provide a
bounty of herbs as well as weeds. Members paid a recent visit to harvest the bounty
and to tame those pesky weeds. 

Grassmere Culinary Garden in Peak Season! 

Submitted by Kathy Brown 
First Vice President of Tyne Meade 

Ed Goodrich and Carol Smith reclaiming the
borders. Husbands are most welcome! 

 

Tired but feeling a huge sense of accomplishment are
 (l to r) Monty West, Carol Smith, Susie Jones, and Nancy Goodrich. Not pictured is Ed Goodrich. 

Nancy Goodrich tackling the borders. 

49



Year Round Garden Club

The Year Round Garden Club of Lebanon has been a long-term supporter of the concept for the
Empower Me Center, the non-profit center that is the vision of Michelle Hill, the director, who
is related to a former member of the club who envisioned a “Garden of Dreams.”  Hill has been an
advocate for local opportunities for individuals with disabilities for many years.  In 1999, she
helped to create the first step toward a facility that would offer those with seemingly restrictive
physical and mental attributes or past severe trauma a place to challenge themselves with
activities that could lead to physical goals, opportunities for new friendships, the sharing of fun
times, and an introduction to new educational experiences, while enlarging their potential social
groups. 

A permanent section of the new location will be the Garden of Dreams, where campers in
wheelchairs will have access to raised garden beds for planting and nurturing their own
gardens of flowers, herbs, or vegetables.  Benches for relaxing outdoors and spaces for quiet
moments or small group talks will also be available.  Wind chimes and outdoor instruments for
music are also in the plan.  YRGC members are organizing the development of this garden
with love and careful attention to create a special place for any participant.

Year Round Garden Club members gathered at the front door of the Empower Me Center,
excited to participate in the design of the future “Garden of Dreams”.
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That original basketball league has developed into a Recreational Camp in the winter months
for children and adults and a summer six-week-long camp for children ages 5 - 17, plus more
single day camps throughout the year.  Adults also have a four-week program.  For the summer
camp, each child or adult has a specific program developed for their unique individual physical
and/or mental circumstances.  In addition to sports, experiences with music, drama, outdoor
activities, and arts and crafts, the campers have opportunities that have too often been
unavailable to them.

YRGC members in the gym observed some of
the mid-day activities, and Judy Lea made a

special day camper friend. 

Members of the Year Round Garden Club of
Lebanon visited the Empower Me Center recently
to learn more about the progress of the planned
new facility, which is designed for indoor and
outdoor activities and learning experiences at day
camps for special needs children and adults, as
well as potential living facilities for independent
adults. 

These campers 
are called

 “Day Dreamers.”

With trained and proficient leaders who have caring hearts, Empower Me
Center has already served twenty-eight counties in Tennessee, three states,

and even one international individual.  The Year Round Garden Club is
honored as well as pleased to be a part of this community project.

Michelle Hill

Submitted by Marjorie Lloyd.  Youth photo release on file. 51



Critter Report

by Kathy Rychen
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Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson Garden Club,
New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S., District II Judges Council,
HSMT & the Organization of Floral Art Designers (OFAD).  She is a
regular contributor to the column “Did You Know?” 55

Which is the most expensive wood?
The rarest and most expensive wood in the world is Agarwood

(Aquilaria spp), which usually sells for $45,000 per pound.  It grows
in tropical rainforests of Southeast Asia.  

The tree produces a resin inside the trunk, when
infected with a mould (P. parasitica).  The resin

is used in traditional medicine, making perfume,
incense and for religious rites—thus referred to

as the “Wood of the Gods.”

It can take up to two decades for agarwood
to develop its expensive fragrance.  This

tree has a low germination rate.  Its rarity
and the labor-intensive harvesting process
contribute to its status as one of the most

expensive raw materials in the World! 

Correction to last month’s “Did You Know?”:  
Bamboo is the tallest member of the Grass
FAMILY (Poaceae), not the Grass Genus.  

Thanks to David Robson for pointing that out. 



The Perfect Garden
In my mind I can imagine the most perfect garden scene

Where the flowers are always blooming and the grass is always green.

Every plant is picture perfect, every tree superbly shaped,

Every path and every border is so perfectly land scaped.

And in this perfect garden world there is never work to do

But real gardens take some effort and they take some tending to.

So I’ll wear my muddy garden shoes and grass-stained garden gloves,

And go out to tend the little plot that I’m so thankful of.

Oh I can see it’s not idyllic and perfect it is not,

But so much that nature promises is in this little spot.

So I’ll probably find a weed or two and a pile of leaf debris.

My garden isn’t perfect and that’s perfectly fine with me.

by Sandy Estes
Optimistic Gardeners Club
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• Flower Shows
• Luncheon
• Meetings
• Presentations
• Plant Show
• Plant & Seed Swap
• Festivals
• Fashion Show & Tea
• Conservation Camp
• Sparkling Settings
• Conventions 57
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Handicapped Accessible

 
Located Outdoors: 

1922 Saddlebrook Drive, Murfreesboro TN 

~Presented by Flower Growers Garden Club~ 
WhimsicalGardens

 
Saturday, September 26, 2026

12 pm ~ 3 pm 

AnNGCSmall StandardFlowerShow 
forthe Community

Free ~ Open to the public

 
Affiliated with: National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., District II 
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The Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee
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Saturday
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Mother Nature Wants YOU
at 2026 Conservation Camp
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Make plans now to attend the 
TFGC 2026 Annual Meeting and 

"Mother Nature Wants You" Conservation Camp. 

 Since TFGC has yearly business to conduct and there is not a 
convention this year, the 2026 Annual Meeting will be held at Beersheba
Springs Assembly (October 13th 10:00am CST) followed by Conservation
Camp at 1:00pm CST. Having the Annual Meeting preceed camp saves
you travel time and costs.  

 We have options for your convenience. If you fill out the Conservation 
Camp registration form you are already registered for the Annual
Meeting. (Be sure and mark the delegate section.) If you are coming
for the Annual Meeting only and not staying for camp, fill out the
Annual Meeting registration and mark the delegate section on that
form. The delegate count is very important for conducting business. 

  We hope you plan to attend both events. At the end of the Annual 
Meeting there will be skit inviting you to the 2027 TFGC Convention.
Conservation Camp activities include a wonderful program on
"Propagating from Seed with Success" and seed workshop, a
scavenger hunt, guides to foraging in the wild, a storyteller, animal
visits, and hands-on crafting making pinecone critters and a natural
crown, fit for Mother Nature herself. (We can all wear our crowns for the
group photo.) But don’t worry, there 
will still be plenty of time to visit and rock on the porch. 
  Do you sing, dance have any special abilities? The camp will end with 
a rousing "TFGC’s Got Talent" show on the last night. We want individuals
and groups to perform, the more ridiculous the better. (Contact Anne
Leonard leonardtfgc2003@epbfi.com for more info and to register your
act.) 

  As you can see we are putting together an informative, active and fun 
filled two days and all we need is YOU. Remember "Mother Nature Wants
You" and it’s not nice to fool Mother Nature! 

  
 

Anne Leonard and Debbie Shaver 
Your Camp Counselors 
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Last Name______________________________Date___/_____/_____ 

First Name______________________________ 

Who qualifies as a delegate?   All TFGC Officers 
All TFGC Board Members 
All Club Presidents 
One selected member for every 10 members in a club 

 ______
______ 

Roommate _______________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________City _________________Zip_____ 

Telephone ________/_________-_______Email_______________________________________ 

Garden Club_____________________________________________________District________ 

 for Campers arriving Monday (Oct. 12 after 3:00pm CST check in time) and staying through
Thursday (Oct. 15th) breakfast 8:00am CST (checking out before 11:00am CST) 
(Includes:  registration fee, 3 nights, 8 meals and Tax)

(Please print your first name, as you want it to appear on your name badge.)

Annual Meeting is Tuesday, October 13 10:00am CST 

Delegate: (circle one) Yes No 

Mark all that apply 
EarlyBirdPackage,includesAnnualMeeting: 

Single occupancy, per person
Double occupancy, per person 

$475
$330

 

 PACKAGE PLANS INCLUDE LODGING, MEALS, REGISTRATION FEE & TAX 

The following room and board prices are for the modern rooms at the Assembly. While these rooms have private
bathrooms, air conditioning and provided linens, there are no hair dryers, phones or TV’s. Rooms are not 
equipped with coffee pots but coffee will be available in the hotel lobby and in the dining hall 45 minutes 
before breakfast at 8:00am CST. 

Check in time is after 3:00pm CST and check out time is before 11am CST. 

Mother Nature Wants You! 
TFGC Conservation Camp 2026

October 13-14 
 Beersheba Springs Assembly 

55 Hege Ave.   Beersheba Springs, TN 37305 

Go to the TFGC Website for a printable version of these forms:  tngardenclubs.org
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Part Time Camper 
Registration fee: per day 
Guest/Spouse

 Meals: 

Full Camper Package, includes Annual Meeting: 

(Includes: registration fee, 2 nights, 6 meals and TAX) 

Single occupancy, per person
Double occupancy, per person 

350
250 

NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
AFTER SEPTEMBER 28TH 

 
15
15
20
15
20 

_______
_______
_______
_______
_______ 

th Lunch
Supper
Lunch
Supper 

th

Totalamountof check $ __________ 

Send check (payable to TFGC Conservation Camp 2026) 
and this registration form by September 28th to: 

, 1551 Pickett Road, Signal Mtn., TN 37377. 
Questions? 

Call (423) 505-5604 or email to: dianeryder@epbfi.com 

Noon CST
6:00pm CST
Noon CST
6:00pm CST 

. ———-
———- 

Roommate_______________________________________________________ 

for Campers arriving Tuesday (Oct. 13th at 10:00 
amCST) and stayingthroughThursday(Oct.15) breakfast 8:00am CST (checking out before
11:00am CST) 

 
Tuesday, October 13 

Wednesday, October 14 

30 _______

Discount for Overnight Campers: Deduct $20 from total if registering before August 1. 

Diane Ryder
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All TFGC Board Members 
All Club Presidents 
One selected member for every 10 members in a club
: meeting Tuesday, October 13, 10:00am CST 

 37305 

Last Name______________________________Date___/_____/_____ 

First Name______________________________ 
(Please print your first name, as you want it to appear on your name badge.) 

Address _______________________________________City _________________Zip_____ 

Telephone ________/_________-_______Email_______________________________________

Garden Club_____________________________________________________District________ 

Delegate: (circle one) Yes No 

Who qualifies as a delegate?  All TFGC Officers 

55 Hege Ave., Beersheba Springs, TN

Annual Meeting One DayAttendee
Includes registration fee and lunch $30________ 

Annual Meeting Package: for members ariving on Monday (Oct. 12 after 3:00pm CST)
dinner plus breakfast and lunch (Oct. 13) 
(Includes: registration fee, 1 night, 3 meals and TAX) 

Single occupancy, per person
Double occupancy, per person 

175
125 

———-
———- 

Roommate for double room________________________________________ 

 Check in time is after 3:00pm CST and check out time is before 11am CST. 
Send check (payable to Conservation Camp 2026) and this form by September 28 to:

Diane Ryder, 1551 Pickett Road, Signal Mtn., TN 37377. 
Questions? Call (423) 505-5604 or email to: dianeryder@epbfi.com 

NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 28TH

The room and board prices are for the modern rooms at the Assembly. While these rooms have private 
bathrooms, air conditioning and provided linens, there are no hair dryers, phones or TV’s. Rooms are not
equipped with coffee pots but coffee will be available in the hotel lobby and in the dinning hall 45 minutes
before breakfast at 8:00am CST. 

For Those NOT Going to Conservation Camp and 
Only Attending the Annual Meeting 

2026 TFGC Annual Meeting Registration
  October13 at 10:00am-Noon CST

(Before Conservation Camp starts at 1pm CST) 
 Beersheba Springs Assembly 
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PRESENTS

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE

Sparkling 
Settings

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2026

81

BOTANIC HALL CHEEKWOOD
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Monday,  January 25, 2027
10:00 am 

Botanic Hall
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens

Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee

Winter Membership Meeting
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2027 Deep South
Garden Clubs, Inc

Convention Program
Ad Form

Garden Club of Alabama is hosting the Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc. Regional Convention
in 2027 at the Embassy Suites in Tuscaloosa, Alabama on March 14 - 16.

Clubs, family members, and local businesses are encouraged to purchases ads for the
convention program book. This is the perfect opportunity to honor club members and

presidents, celebrate club anniversaries or promote community support. 

AD SUBMISSIONS
 

PAYMENT INFORMATION
 

PROGRAM AD OPTIONS AD DETAILS
Full Page
Half Page
One Quarter Page

$100
$50
$25

Make checkspayable toDeep South Convention 2027 and send to :

GCA Treasurer Karen Matthews, 152 Harkins Lake Road, Fayette, AL 35555
Phone: 205-270-6624, Email: karentmatthews@yahoo.com

Emailadandcompeted form to Stephanie Butler sfbdgc2013@gmail.com.
Phone: 205-442-3195

All ads will be in color
May contain photos
Please submit JPEG format

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________

Garden Club____________________________________________________State___________District_________

Name of Business ________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Size (please circle)

Full Page Half Page One Quarter Page
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Save the Date

Tennessee Federation of
Garden Clubs, Inc.

April 19 - 21, 2027

2027 Convention

Embassy Suites
West Knoxville 

“Entwined with Nature for Over 100 Years”
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Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee

Spring Membership Meeting & Coffee

Monday, April 26, 2027
10:00 am

Botanic Hall
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens



National Garden Clubs, Inc.
2027 Convention 

May 13 - 17, 2027
Madison, Wisconsin
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“Boo”

The Rachel  Jackson Garden Club
presents 

An NGC Petite Small-Standard Flower Show

Thursday, October 21, 2027
Staged at Through the Grapevine Banquet Suite 190

630 Broadmor Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-0902

Show viewing hours 1:00 pm until 2:30 pm

Show closes at 2:30 pm

Open and Free to the Public
89



Flower Show

Community

Coming in Late Fall 2027

Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee

Details to Follow
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District II Newsletter  

Note from 

the Editor 

If you’ve made it this far, 

for reading the September 2026

The articles & photos included in this & all issues are provided by
you the reader.  If you have a suggestion or a gardening interest
that you would like to see in the publication, please let me know,

and I will do my best to include it. 

I don’t have email addresses for every District II member, so I
rely on club presidents to forward the email containing the

Newsletter to their club members.  If you would like to receive
the District II Newsletter directly to your inbox from me, 

just email me, and I will add you to the email list. 😊

Anna Marie Allen
annabanana7@comcast.net
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	6 4 7 10 8 6 8 4 3 4 3

	Participation
	15 Total
	% of member participation (may include any type of support given)  Involvement of others (community, government agencies, professionals, youth, facility residents, others)

	Documentation
	15 Total
	Clear photos when applicable, labeled as needed Landscape plan when applicable (give full credit if not  applicable)  Financial details
	5 5

	100 Total

	Note from TFGC State Awards Chairman
	“50% of club MUST participate in a flower show to receive credit for that show.”
	Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

	Share Your Favorites
	An individual and/or a club may submit pictures of your flower
	or vegetable gardens showing and naming the plants used
	as part of the 2026 TFGC 100th year celebration.
	There will be an award for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners.
	All entries will receive a certificate of appreciation.
	Please submit your information to Lelia Johnson
	with at least 2 pages showing and describing the plants.
	Submission Deadline is January 31, 2027.
	Send to:
	Lelia Johnson
	3475 Brighton Blvd. NW
	Cleveland, TN 37312
	l.johnson924@yahoo.com

	FlowerPower Online Fundraiser
	Forest Service
	National Garden Clubs, Inc.

	ANNOUNCING
	2027 Smokey Bear  & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest
	Children from first through fifth grades
	are invited to participate in this annual drawing contest featuring conservation icons
	Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl!
	The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and the  National Garden Clubs, Inc., are giving students the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic environmental conservation principles through original drawings of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl. View previous contest winners:  http s ://gardenclub.org/smoke y-b ear-wo o ds y- owl- you th-p o ster- c onte st .
	Smokey Bear says: “Only you can prevent wildfires!”
	Woodsy Owl says: “Lend a hand—care for the land!”



	2027 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest—ABOUT
	2027
	Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest Rules:
	Poster Tips
	Recognition Ceremonies

	Use the National network to help promote your club, recruit new members, and retain longtime gardeners.
	Highlights of
	Fleurs De Villes


	The Gilded Age
	At Cheekwood
	August 1 - 9, 2026
	Fleurs de Villes FLORA is a fresh floral, fashion-forward exhibition theme for 2026 celebrating spring couture in bloom through original mannequin designs by local floral talent.  Local florists transform thousands of fresh blooms into bold, imaginative couture creations.



	Photos by Lillian Hibbett & Becky Fox Matthews
	WELCOME TO OUR DISTRICT II

	CLUB NEWS
	Send your club’s photos, meeting news & events to:
	annabanana7@comcast.net
	text:  615-477-3030
	Submission Deadline for the October Newsletter is September 15th.
	Anna Marie Allen

	Flower Lovers Circle
	Flower Lovers Circle met for our July meeting with Nita as the hostess.  We enjoyed a devotional by Beth about International Friendship Day & being a true friend.  We had some wonderful finger foods and Gail spoke about arrangements for the fair, giving us a preview of a multi-rhythmic design.  We all look forward to the Lawrence County Fair in September, and each of us tries our best to make all five designs for the judging.  MaryAnn brought us a program on some guidelines for a flower show to help us all get ready.  Judy gave us an idea of an Arboretum at the park.  Discussion on the menu for the judges and changes for the fair were mentioned by Gail.  We will all sign up for designs at our next meeting at MaryAnn’s home in August.  We all congratulated Reba on her 61st Wedding Anniversary and Gail on her 60th Anniversary!
	Beth giving the devotional
	Gail giving demonstration
	Nita, Mary Ann, Gail, Sheila, Betsy, Reba & Beth
	Submitted by Nita Slater
	Gateway Acres Garden Club
	August 13th Meeting & Silent Auction
	The event was held at Theresa Menefee’s beautiful home and attended by 18 members.  Bette and Becky were co-hostesses.  Lunch was a wonderful fried chicken/vegetarian box lunch from “Something Special”.  Susan provided a poignant blessing prior to the meal.  There was a multitude of wonderfully curated and varied items for the auction ranging from beautiful plants and vases to chicken tikka masala in insulated bags.  Everyone seemed pretty excited by their “finds”!
	Kippie Leland & Theresa Menefee
	Bette Ann Fields & Martha Garman
	Janie Hagan & Sara jo Gill



	Susan Sinclair
	Kathy Wirt
	Bette Ann Fields presided over the Meeting
	Harpeth Bend Garden Club
	Lake Forest Acres Garden Club
	Submitted by Anice Rouse
	Leipers Fork Garden Club
	The Leipers Fork Garden Club held its July meeting at the home of Tammy Jay.  We had such beautiful surroundings, enjoyed a great lunch, and learned about dividing plants.  Our speaker was Lynn Smith from Riverbend Nursery in Franklin.  Lynn spoke about ferns she had given as gifts that were shoots from a 100 year-old plant.  Other tips included the best times to be dividing our plants.

	Optimistic Gardeners Club
	“Pollinators in Your Garden”

	The orange bags on bumble bee legs are pollen baskets, scientifically called corbiculae, which store packed flower pollen.
	Libby Black shared honey bee photos
	Submitted by Lillian Hibbett
	Hostesses: Jan, Mary & Lisa

	Personality Pots
	District II Vice Director  Karen Dawson (center) was a special guest at the meeting.
	Lynn Rouse’s presentation was based on the 20 basic design types in the  Flower Show Handbook.
	Joe Rouse teaching about design principles
	“Pollinator Bingo”
	Anita is the winner!
	Designs
	It was perfect timing to use flowers from our meeting and gardens for Oaklands Annual Membership Brunch & Meeting.
	T.A.G.S. (Tennessee Arrangers & Growers Society) District II NGC Flower Show Judges Study Club Monday, August 3, 2026 Clerk’s report on exhibits Kathy Rychen
	Submitted by Kathy Rychen
	Tyne Meade Garden Club
	Aftermath of Ice Storm Fern

	Grassmere Culinary Garden in Peak Season!
	Although rain has been spotty at times, the Grassmere garden continues to provide a bounty of herbs as well as weeds. Members paid a recent visit to harvest the bounty and to tame those pesky weeds.
	Ed Goodrich and Carol Smith reclaiming the borders. Husbands are most welcome!

	Nancy Goodrich tackling the borders.
	Tired but feeling a huge sense of accomplishment are  (l to r) Monty West, Carol Smith, Susie Jones, and Nancy Goodrich. Not pictured is Ed Goodrich.


	Year Round Garden Club
	Members of the Year Round Garden Club of Lebanon visited the Empower Me Center recently to learn more about the progress of the planned new facility, which is designed for indoor and outdoor activities and learning experiences at day camps for special needs children and adults, as well as potential living facilities for independent adults.
	Michelle Hill

	These campers
	are called
	“Day Dreamers.”
	YRGC members in the gym observed some of the mid-day activities, and Judy Lea made a special day camper friend.
	With trained and proficient leaders who have caring hearts, Empower Me Center has already served twenty-eight counties in Tennessee, three states, and even one international individual.  The Year Round Garden Club is honored as well as pleased to be a part of this community project.
	Submitted by Marjorie Lloyd.  Youth photo release on file.

	Critter Report by Kathy Rychen
	Which is the most expensive wood?
	The rarest and most expensive wood in the world is Agarwood (Aquilaria spp), which usually sells for $45,000 per pound.  It grows in tropical rainforests of Southeast Asia.
	The tree produces a resin inside the trunk, when infected with a mould (P. parasitica).  The resin is used in traditional medicine, making perfume, incense and for religious rites—thus referred to as the “Wood of the Gods.”
	It can take up to two decades for agarwood to develop its expensive fragrance.  This tree has a low germination rate.  Its rarity and the labor-intensive harvesting process contribute to its status as one of the most expensive raw materials in the World!
	Jolly Sinha is a member of TFGC, the Rachel Jackson Garden Club, New Neighbors Garden Club, T.A.G.S., District II Judges Council, HSMT & the Organization of Floral Art Designers (OFAD).  She is a regular contributor to the column “Did You Know?”


	The Perfect Garden
	In my mind I can imagine the most perfect garden scene
	Where the flowers are always blooming and the grass is always green.
	Every plant is picture perfect, every tree superbly shaped,
	Every path and every border is so perfectly land scaped.
	And in this perfect garden world there is never work to do
	But real gardens take some effort and they take some tending to.
	So I’ll wear my muddy garden shoes and grass-stained garden gloves,
	And go out to tend the little plot that I’m so thankful of.
	Oh I can see it’s not idyllic and perfect it is not,
	But so much that nature promises is in this little spot.
	So I’ll probably find a weed or two and a pile of leaf debris.
	My garden isn’t perfect and that’s perfectly fine with me.

	• Flower Shows • Luncheon • Meetings • Presentations • Plant Show • Plant & Seed Swap • Festivals • Fashion Show & Tea • Conservation Camp • Sparkling Settings • Conventions
	Clarksville
	~Presented by Flower Growers Garden Club~

	WhimsicalGardens
	AnNGCSmall StandardFlowerShow
	forthe Community

	Saturday, September 26, 2026 12 pm ~ 3 pm
	Located Outdoors:  1922 Saddlebrook Drive, Murfreesboro TN

	Free ~ Open to the public
	Handicapped Accessible

	The Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee
	Saturday
	Mother Nature Wants YOU at 2026 Conservation Camp
	Make plans now to attend the  TFGC 2026 Annual Meeting and  "Mother Nature Wants You" Conservation Camp.
	Go to the TFGC Website for a printable version of these forms:  tngardenclubs.org
	Mother Nature Wants You!  TFGC Conservation Camp 2026 October 13-14   Beersheba Springs Assembly  55 Hege Ave.   Beersheba Springs, TN 37305
	Last Name______________________________Date___/_____/_____
	First Name______________________________
	Address
	_______________________________________City _________________Zip_____
	Telephone ________/_________-_______Email_______________________________________
	Garden Club_____________________________________________________District________

	Annual Meeting is Tuesday, October 13 10:00am CST
	Delegate: (circle one)
	Yes
	No
	Who qualifies as a delegate?   All TFGC Officers
	All TFGC Board Members  All Club Presidents  One selected member for every 10 members in a club

	PACKAGE PLANS INCLUDE LODGING, MEALS, REGISTRATION FEE & TAX
	The following room and board prices are for the modern rooms at the Assembly. While these rooms have private bathrooms, air conditioning and provided linens, there are no hair dryers, phones or TV’s. Rooms are not  equipped with coffee pots but coffee will be available in the hotel lobby and in the dining hall 45 minutes  before breakfast at 8:00am CST.
	Check in time is after 3:00pm CST and check out time is before 11am CST.
	Mark all that apply
	EarlyBirdPackage,includesAnnualMeeting:
	for Campers arriving Monday (Oct. 12 after 3:00pm CST check in time) and staying through Thursday (Oct. 15th) breakfast 8:00am CST (checking out before 11:00am CST)  (Includes:  registration fee, 3 nights, 8 meals and Tax)



	$475 $330
	Single occupancy, per person Double occupancy, per person
	Roommate _______________________________________________________

	Full Camper Package, includes Annual Meeting:
	for Campers arriving Tuesday (Oct. 13th at 10:00
	amCST) and stayingthroughThursday(Oct.15) breakfast 8:00am CST (checking out before 11:00am CST)

	(Includes: registration fee, 2 nights, 6 meals and TAX)
	Single occupancy, per person Double occupancy, per person
	350 250
	Roommate_______________________________________________________

	Part Time Camper
	Registration fee: per day
	Guest/Spouse
	Meals:
	Tuesday, October 13
	Wednesday, October 14
	Lunch Supper Lunch Supper

	15 15 20 15 20
	Noon CST 6:00pm CST Noon CST 6:00pm CST
	Totalamountof check $ __________


	Discount for Overnight Campers: Deduct $20 from total if registering before August 1.
	Send check (payable to TFGC Conservation Camp 2026)
	and this registration form by September 28th to:

	Diane Ryder
	, 1551 Pickett Road, Signal Mtn., TN 37377.
	Questions?  Call (423) 505-5604 or email to: dianeryder@epbfi.com

	NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED
	AFTER SEPTEMBER 28TH
	For Those NOT Going to Conservation Camp and

	Only Attending the Annual Meeting  2026 TFGC Annual Meeting Registration
	October13 at 10:00am-Noon CST
	(Before Conservation Camp starts at 1pm CST)   Beersheba Springs Assembly
	55 Hege Ave., Beersheba Springs, TN
	Annual Meeting One DayAttendee
	Includes registration fee and lunch
	$30________
	Single occupancy, per person Double occupancy, per person
	175 125
	Roommate for double room________________________________________
	NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER SEPTEMBER 28TH


	MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2026
	THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE
	PRESENTS

	Sparkling  Settings
	Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee
	Winter Membership Meeting
	Monday,  January 25, 2027 10:00 am  Botanic Hall Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
	2027 Deep South
	Garden Clubs, Inc
	Convention Program
	Ad Form
	PROGRAM AD OPTIONS
	AD DETAILS
	AD SUBMISSIONS
	PAYMENT INFORMATION

	Save the Date
	April 19 - 21, 2027
	Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

	2027 Convention
	Embassy Suites West Knoxville


	Horticultural Society of Middle Tennessee
	Spring Membership Meeting & Coffee
	Monday, April 26, 2027 10:00 am Botanic Hall Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
	National Garden Clubs, Inc.
	2027 Convention
	May 13 - 17, 2027
	Madison, Wisconsin
	The Rachel  Jackson Garden Club
	presents

	“Boo”
	Thursday, October 21, 2027
	Open and Free to the Public


	Community
	Flower Show
	Coming in Late Fall 2027
	Note from  the Editor

	If you’ve made it this far,
	for reading the September 2026

	District II Newsletter
	The articles & photos included in this & all issues are provided by you the reader.  If you have a suggestion or a gardening interest that you would like to see in the publication, please let me know, and I will do my best to include it.
	I don’t have email addresses for every District II member, so I rely on club presidents to forward the email containing the Newsletter to their club members.  If you would like to receive the District II Newsletter directly to your inbox from me,  just email me, and I will add you to the email list. 😊
	Anna Marie Allen


