
 
 

National Garden Clubs Inc.               FORM 29 

SCALE OF POINTS FOR EVALUATING 
NGC FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULES 

Use this evaluation whenever NGC Flower Show schedules are reviewed for accuracy. 
This includes schedules Student Judges write for credit. 

 
(NOTE:  When evaluating NGC Specialty Flower Shows, double the points for the Division highlighted, and 

eliminate the points for the Division not exhibited.) 
 

 
I. REQUIRED FORMAT   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 14 pts. ______ 

(A-G ARE WORTH 2 POINTS EACH) 
 

 A.  COVER AND/OR TITLE PAGE  
 B.  TABLE OF CONTENTS; ALL PAGES MUST BE NUMBERED  
 C.  COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN WITH PHONE NUMBERS LISTED (names/numbers) 
 D.  GENERAL RULES (Those rules that apply to the ENTIRE SHOW) 
 E.  STANDARD SYSTEM OF AWARDING (STATED IN FULL, per HB pg. 5) 

F.  NGC TOP EXHIBITOR AWARDS, LOCAL OR SPECIAL AWARDS BEING OFFERED (STATED IN FULL OR WITH HB PAGE 
REFERENCES) 

 G.  DIVISIONS-ORDER IS DETERMINED BY STAGING  
  1.  DIVISION I:  HORTICULTURE OR DESIGN (REQUIRED) (MAY INCLUDE AN INVITATIONAL SECTION)  
   a. SPECIFIC DIVISION RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THIS DIVISION) 
   b. SECTIONS AND CLASSES 
  2.  DIVISION II: HORTICULTURE OR DESIGN (REQUIRED) (MAY INCLUDE AN INVITATIONAL SECTION) 
   a. SPECIFIC DIVISION RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THIS DIVISION) 
   b. SECTIONS AND CLASSES 
  3.  DIVISION III:   EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS (OPTIONAL) 
   a. SPECIFIC DIVISION RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THIS DIVISION) 
   b. SECTIONS AND CLASSES 
  4.  DIVISION IV:  YOUTH/SPONSORED GROUPS (OPTIONAL) 
   a. SPECIFIC DIVISION RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THIS DIVISION) 
   b. SECTIONS AND CLASSES 
  5.  DIVISION IV:  BOTANICAL ARTS (OPTIONAL) 
   a. SPECIFIC DIVISION RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THIS DIVISION) 
   b. SECTIONS AND CLASSES 

i.  BOTANICAL HORTICULTURE 
ii). BOTANCIAL DESIGN 
iii). BOTANICAL ARTS ARTISTIC CRAFTS 
iv). BOTANICAL ARTS PHOTOGRAPHY 

6.  OTHERS:  EXHIBITS THAT DO NOT APPLY TOWARD AN NGC FLOWER SHOW ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (SUCH 
AS INVITATIONAL, COMMERCIAL, PLANT EXCHANGE/SALE) 

   a.  SPECIFIC RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THESE EXHIBITS) 
   b.  SECTIONS AND CLASSES 

  



 
 

II.  TITLE PAGE OR FRONT COVER …………. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 pts.______ 
 (A-F ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH) 
 

A.  TITLE OF THE FLOWER SHOW (APPROPRIATE), PLUS STATE BELOW TITLE:  AN NGC STANDARD FLOWER SHOW, 
AN NGC SMALL-STANDARD FLOWER SHOW, AN NGC HORTICULTURE SPECIALTY FLOWER SHOW, AN NGC DESIGN 
SPECIALTY FLOWER SHOW, AN NGC PETITE-STANDARD FLOWER SHOW, AN NGC PETITE-SMALL-STANDARD FLOWER 
SHOW, AN NGC PETITE HORTICULTURE SPECIALTY SHOW, OR AN NGC PETITE DESIGN SPECIALTY SHOW. 

 B.  STATE:  NAME OF CLUB/GROUP/ORGANIZATION PRESENTING THE SHOW 
 C.  STATE:  LOCATION OF SHOW (COMPLETE ADDRESS WITH PHONE NUMBER) 
 D.  STATE:  DATES (MONTH/DAY/ YEAR) AND TIMES SHOW WILL BE OPENING AND CLOSING 
 E.  STATE:  OPEN AND FREE TO THE PUBLIC, OPEN AND PARKING/ADMISSION PRICE, OR BY INVITATION 
 F.  STATE:  MEMBER OF NGC, REGIONAL NAME, STATE, DISTRICT NUMBER, NAME OF LOCAL AFFILIATION 
 
 
 

III. GENERAL RULES (THOSE THAT APPLY TO THE ENTIRE SHOW) . . . . . ….. . .10 pts. ______ 
(A-J ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH) 
 

 A.  STATE:  THIS FLOWER SHOW CONFORMS TO THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS,  
INC. (NGC).  THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS (HB), 2017 EDITION, WITH REVISIONS PRINTED IN THE  
NATIONAL GARDENER MAGAZINE (TNG) IS THE AUTHORITY FOR ALL ISSUES NOT COVERED BY THE SCHEDULE, 
WHICH IS THE LAW OF THE SHOW. 

 B.  STATE:  THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM FRONT COVER AND/OR TITLE PAGE: 
  1.  WHO MAY ENTER EXHIBIT/S IN EACH DIVISION 
  2.  DATE/S, TIME AND PLACE FOR ACCEPTING ENTRIES 
  3.  DATE, TIME AND PLACE FOR REMOVING EXHIBITS 
  4.  TIME JUDGING WILL BEGIN 
 C.  STATE: COMPLETE PROCEDURE FOR MAKING ENTRIES (IF PROCEDURE VARIES FORM DIVISION TO DIVISON, THEN  

STATE IN DIVISION RULES) 
  1. WHEN, WHERE, HOW AND FROM WHOM THE ENTRY TAGS ARE AVAILABLE 
  2. CARDS FILLED OUT IN ADVANCE (TYPED, IN WATER-PROOF INK, WITH LABELS OR PENCIL) 

3. REGISTRATION MAY BE ONLINE:  STATE:  ALL ENTRIES WITH THE REQUIRED ENTRY TAG INFORMATION 
MUST BE SENT TO THE APPRPOPRIATE ENTRIES CHAIRMAN BY (DATE) IN ORDER TO BE COMPUTERIZED. OR:  
EXHIBITORS ARE REQUIRED TO BRING LIST OF ALL ENTRIES WITH THE REQUIRED ENTRY TAG INFORMATION 
ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW. 

 D.  STATE:  THE CLASSIFICATION CHAIRMEN FOR EACH DIVISION CHECKS EXHIBITS FOR CONFORMITY TO THE 
SCHEDULE PRIOR TO JUDGING.  FINAL DETERMINATION FOR CONFORMANCE IS THE JUDGES’ RESPONSIBILITY. 
E.  STATE: THE GENERAL CHAIRMAN AND THE CLASSIFICATION CHAIRMEN FOR EACH DIVISION ARE AVAILABLE 
DURING JUDGING FOR POSSIBLE CONSULTATION.  THEY, ALONG WITH THE JUDGES AND CLERKS, ARE THE ONLY 
PERSONNEL ALLOWED ON THE FLOOR DURING JUDGING. 

 F.  STATE:  THE DECISIONS OF THE JUDGES ARE FINAL.  AWARDS MAY BE WITHHELD IF NOT MERITED 
G.  STATE: THERE MUST BE AN EMPHASIS ON FRESH PLANT MATERIAL; NO ARTIFICIAL PLANT MATERIAL IS 
PERMITTED IN ANY EXHIBIT IN ANY DIVISION. 
H.  STATE: EACH EXHIBITOR IS LIMITED TO ONE ENTRY PER CLASS, EXCEPT IN THE HORTICULTURE DIVISION AND 
THE BOTANICAL ARTS HORTICULTURE SECTION. 
I.  STATE:  THE (NAME OF SPONSOSRING GROUP) WILL STSRIVE TO ASSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL ITEMS AFTER 
ARRIVAL AND PLACEMENT, BUT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE TO EXHIBITS.  
J.   STATE:  STATE’S POLICY CONCERNING USE OF STATE’S NATIVE PLANTS, NOXIOUS PLANTS AND THOSE  
ON THE STATE’S CONSERVATION LIST. (MAY INCLUDE WEBSITE ADDRESS) 

  



IV. AWARDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 pts. _____ 
(A  IS WORTH 2 POINTS, B AND C ARE WORTH 4 POINTS EACH) 
 
A.  STATE:  THE NGC STANDARD SYSTEM OF AWARDING IS USED IN ALL DIVISIONS:   

Only one first-place (blue) ribbon per class or subclass; must score 90 points or more. 
Only one second-place (red) ribbon per class or subclass; must score 85 points or more 
Only one third-place (yellow) ribbon per class or subclass; must score 80 points or more 
One (1) or more Honorable Mention (white) ribbons as merited; must score 75 points or more.  

B.  CORRECTLY LIST ALL NGC TOP EXHIBITOR AWARDS OFFERED IN THE SHOW (WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS OR HB 
PAGES REFERENCED)  

  1. INCLUDE:  MINIMUM NUMBER OF CLASSES AND EXHIBITS REQUIRED 
  2. IDENTIFY SECTIONS/CLASSES ELIGIBLE FOR EACH AWARD OFFERED 

C.  CORRECTLY LIST ALL LOCAL/SPECIALIZED AWARDS OFFERED IN THE SHOW  
  1. LIST ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD/S TO INCLUDE MINIMUM NUMBER OF EXHIBITS  

AND CLASS/ES REQUIRED 
  2. IDENTIFY SECTIONS/CLASSES ELIGIBLE FOR EACH AWARD OFFERED 
 
V. HORTICULTURE RULES AND CLASSES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 pts.      _ 

(A-J ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH) 
 
A.  STATE:  THE NGC EXHIBIT POLICIES ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 6, 
EXHIBITING IN THE HORTICULTURE DIVISION. (OR, THE POLICIES COULD BE INDIVIDUALLY LISTED.) 
B.  STATE:  THE RULES FOR A SINGLE SPECIES CUT OR CONTAINER-GROWN SPECIMENs ARE LISTED IN THE 
HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS OR ITS SUPPLEMENT, HORTICULTURE EXHIBITING AND JUDGING.  (OR, THE RULES 
COULD BE INDIVIDUALLY LISTED FOR THE SPECIFIC PLANT.) 
C.  STATE:  IN ORDER TO RECEIVE AN NGC TOP EXHIBITOR AWARD, THE EXHIBITOR MUST INDENTIFY HIS/HER 
ENTRY BY ITS BINOMIAL NAME OR CURRENTLY ACCEPTED SCIENTIFIC DESIGNATION (CONSULT HANDBOOK FOR 
FLOWER SHOWS, EXHIBITING IN THE HORTICULTURE DIVISION, CHAPTER 6. 
D.  STATE:  ENTRY CARDS ARE TO BE FILLED OUT IN ADVANCE IF POSSIBLE.  SPECIFY IF CARDS ARE TO BE TYPED, 
WRITTEN USING WATERPROOF INK, LABELS OR PENCIL.  REFER TO HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 6 
FOR A CORRECTLY FILLED OUT ENTRY TAG. 
E. STATE:   CUT SPECIMENS SHOULD NOT HAVE FOLIAGE BELOW THE WATER LINE, EXCEPT FOR GLADIOLUS. 
F.  STATE:  IF A PLANT IS CONSIDERED A FLOWERING PLANT, IT SHOULD BE EXHIBITED AS A FLOWERING SPECIMEN.  
FOLIAGE PLANTS MAY FLOWER, BUT SHOULD BE EXHIBITED AS FOLIAGE PLANTS IF THEY ARE GROWN FOR THEIR 
LEAVES. 
G. STATE:  SPECIMENS WITH A CLASS DESIGNATION IN THE SCHEDULE MAY NOT BE ENTERED IN THE ‘ANY OTHER 
WORTHY SPECIMEN’ CLASS 
H.  STATE: THE HORTICULTURE CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AND/OR GENERAL SHOW CHAIRMAN ARE 
FREE TO SUBDIVIDE CLASSES BY COLOR, FORM SIZE, CULTIVAR, VARIETY OR OTHER DISTINGUISHING 
CHARACTERISTICS. 
I.  STATE:  THE SCALES OF POINTS FOR HORTICULTURE ARE LOCATED IN CHAPTER 14 OF THE HANDBOOK FOR 
FLOWER SHOWS.  THE SCALES OF POINTS MAY ALSO BE LISTED IN THE SCHEDULE. 
J. SPECIFY WHO IS TO FURNISH CONTAINERS AND WEDGING FOR CUT SPECIMENS  

1. IF EXHIBITOR IS TO FURNISH, STATE: CLEAR, PREFERABLY COLORLESS, GLASS BOTTLES    
2. INCLUDE TYPE OF WEDGING ALLOWED AND IF ANCHORING IS ALLOWED. 
3. STATE WHETHER OR NOT DOUBLE-POTTING IS ALLOWED 

VI..   HORTICULTURE SECTIONS AND CLASSES …………………………………………..8 pts.     _________ 
(A AND B ARE WORTH 4 POINTS EACH) 
 

 A.  SYSTEMATIC FORMATTING OF SECTIONS AND CLASSES/SUB-CLASSES 
1. DIVISION AND ALL SECTIONS AND SUB-SECTIONS ARE TITLED REFLECTING THE THEME OR TITLE OF THE 
FLOWER SHOW. 
2.  ALL SECTIONS CONTAIN AT LEAST THREE (3) SPECIFIC CLASSES (‘ANY OTHER WORTHY SPECIMEN’ IS 
LAST CLASS LISTED, BUT NOT CONSIDERED A SPECIFIC CLASS)  
3.  STATE:  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPECIMENS PER EXHIBIT, STEM LENGTH, SETS OF LEAVES, SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS, STAGING, ETC. AS APPROPRIATE FOR EACH HORTICULTURE CLASS/TYPE. 

 B.  CORRECT BOTANICAL SPELLING; CLASSES ARE LISTED ALPHABETICALLY IN EACH SECTION BY GENUS/BINOMIAL. 
   



VII.  DESIGN RULES AND CLASSES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 pts.      
(A-H ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH) 
 
A.  STATE:  THE NGC EXHIBIT POLICIES ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 7, 
EXHIBITING IN THE DESIGN DIVISION, NGC POLICIES AND GUIDELINES. (OR, ALL POLICIES COULD BE LISTED IN THE 
DESIGN RULES OF THE SCHEDULE. 
B.  STATE:  ADVANCE REGISTRATION WITH THE DESIGN ENTRIES CHAIRMAN/CONSULTANT IS REQUIRED BY (DATE) 
C.  STATE:  PLANT MATERIAL AND NON-PLANT MATERIAL PERMITTED AND NOT PERMITTED IN THE DESIGN DIVISION 
ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 7. (OR, THEY MAY BE LISTED INDIVIDUALLY IN THE 
SCHEDULE.) 
D.  STATE:  ALL PLANT MATERIAL USED IN THE DESIGN MUST BE IDENTIFIED ON A CARD (SCHEDULE DETERMINES 
ACCEPTABLE CARD SIZE AND WHO IS TO PROVIDE) AND INCLUDED WITH THE ENTRY TAG. 
E.  STATE:  THE EXHIBITOR IS REQUIRED TO CONFORM TO THE STATED DESCRIPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS OF THE 
DESIGN TYPE IF NAMED IN THE CLASS. 
F.  RULES FOR DESIGN TYPES, ADVANCED DESIGN TYPES, TABLE DESIGNS AND TABLE APPOINTMENTS ARE PRINTED 
IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 7. 
G.  STATE:  DESIGNER IS ON HIS/HER HONOR THAT THE DESIGN BEING ENTERED HAS NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 
ENTERD OR JUDGED IN AN NGC STANDARD FLOWER SHOW. 
H.  INCLUDE SCALE OF POINTS FOR ALL DESIGNS OR REFER TO THE HANDBOOK PAGE. 

 
VIII.  DESIGN SECTIONS AND CLASSES…………………………………………….…….10 pts.   _______ 

(A-E ARE WORTH 2 POINTS EACH) 
 
A. SYSTEMATIC FORMATTING OF SECTIONS AND CLASSES WITH DIVISION, ALL SECTIONS, AND ALL CLASSES TITLED 
REFLECTING THE THEME OR TITLE OF THE FLOWER SHOW. 
B.  DIMENSIONS OF ALLOCATED DESIGN SPACE (FRAME OF REFERENCE) GIVEN FOR EACH CLASS; FOR SHOWS 
STAGED IN A HOME, THE FURNISHINGS AND THEIR PLACEMENT ARE DESCRIBED.  SCHEDULE ALSO STATES AN 
ADVANCE VIEWING DATE OF THE SHOW SITE FOR EXHIBITORS. 
C.  LIST OF ALL STAGING PROVIDED BY COMMITTEE FOR EACH SECTION/CLASS  
 1. COLOR AND TEXTURE OF DRAPING, WALL OR OTHER BACKGROUND 
 2. STATE IF, WHEN AND WHERE DESIGNER MAY OBTAIN SPECIFIC STAGING 
D.  LIST ALL STAGING TO BE PROVIDED BY DESIGNER WITHIN HIS/HER ALLOTTED SPACE 
E.  STATE:  THE DESIGNER HAS THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE TRADITIONAL OR CREATIVE STYLE WITH ANY  
DESIGN LISTED UNLESS RESTRICTED BY THE SCHEDULE.  (There should be a balance of required design types with 
freedom of choice. 

 
IX.  EDUCATION RULES AND EXHIBITS …………………………………………………..6 pts.  _______ 

(A-F ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH) 
 
A.  STATE: EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS MAY BE THE WORK OF MORE THAN ONE INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION UNLESS 
A STUDENT JUDGE OR AN ACCREDITED JUDGE IS SEEKING EXHIBITING CREDIT FOR PREPARING AN EDUCATIONAL 
EXHIBIT. 
B.  IF AN EDUCATIONAL TOP EXHIBITOR AWARD IS BEING OFFERED, STATE:  AN EXHIBIT MUST OCCUPY A MINIMUM 
OF EIGHTEEN (18) SQUARE FEET OF SURFACE AREA (For a Petite NGC Flower Show, state six (6) square feet of 
surface area instead);   
C.  STATE:  SCALE OF POINTS FOR EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS IS LISTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, 
CHAPTER 14.   (Alternatively, the scale of points may be listed) 
D.  STATE:  COMPETETIVE OR NON COMPETETIVE 
E.  SPECIFY ALL STAGING PROVIDED BY COMMITTEE 
F.  LISTING THE EXHIBITS IN THE SCHEDULE: 

1. SCHEDULE LISTS EACH EXHIBIT INDIVIDUALLY AS EXHIBIT 1, EXHIBIT 2, ETC. 
2.  EXHIBITS ARE TITLED WITH BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
3. NAMES OF EXHIBITORS MAY APPEAR IN THE SCHEDULE ONLY IF EXHIBITS ARE NOT BEING JUDGED 

  



X.  YOUTH EXHIBITS/SPONSORED GROUPS RULES AND ……………………….…4 pts.  ________ 
(A-D ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH)  
 
A.  STATE: YOUTH AGE DIVISIONS 
B.  STATE:  THE NGC EXHIBIT POLICIES ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 9, 
EXHIBITING IN THE YOUTH AND SPONSORED GROUPS DIVISION, NGC POLICIES AND GUIDELINES (ALTERNATIVELY, 
ALL POLICIES COULD BE LISTED IN THE YOUTH/SPONSORED GROUP RULES OF THE SCHEDULE. 
C.  STATE: YOUTH EXHIBITS ARE EVALUATED USING THE HORTICULTURE, DESIGN, EDUCATION AND BOTANICAL 
ARTS SCALES OF POINTS. 

 D. DESCRIBE ALL STAGING PROVIDED BY COMMITTEE  
   
XI. BOTANICAL ARTS RULES AND SECTIONS/CLASSES…………………………10 pts.     _________ 

(A-H ARE WORTH 1 POINT EACH; I IS WORTH 2 POINTS)  
 
A. STATE:  ALL BOTANICAL ARTS HORTICULTURE, DESIGN AND ARTISTIC CRAFT EXHIBITS MUST CONTAIN SOME 
PLANT MATERIAL  
B.  STATE:  NO ARTIFICIAL PLANT MATERIAL IS PEPRMITTED IN ANY EXHIBIT. 
C. STATE: THE SCALE OF POINTS FOR JUDGING BOTANICAL ARTS HORTICULTURE, DESIGN ARTISTIC CRAFTS AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY ARE LISTED IN CHAPTER 14 OF THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS. 
D.  STATE: THE RULES FOR BOTANICAL ARTS HORTICULTURE ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER 
SHOWS, CHAPTER 11. 
E.  STATE:  THE GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ALL DESIGNS AS PRINTED IN CHAPTER 11 OF THE HANDBOOK FOR 
FLOWER SHOWS, INCLUDING A CARD PROVIDED BY THE EXHIBITOR LISTING PLANT MATERIAL USED IN THE DESIGN 
APPLY.  
F.  STATE:  THE RULES FOR BOTANICAL ARTISTIC CRAFTS ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, 
CHAPTER 11. 
G.  STATE:  THE RULES FOR PHOTOGRAPHY ARE PRINTED IN THE HANDBOOK FOR FLOWER SHOWS, CHAPTER 11. 
H.  LIST THE SECTIONS AND CLASSES INDIVIDUALLY  
I.  SECTIONS MUST HAVE TITLE RELATED TO OVERALL SHOW THEME; CLASSES MUST HAVE TITLES RELATED TO OVER 
ALL SHOW THEME EXCEPT FOR THOSE IN BOTANICAL ARTS-HORTICULTURE SECTIONS. 
 

XII. OTHER (DO NOT COUNT TOWARDS THE FSAA)……………………………….……4 pts. ______ 
(A AND B ARE WORTH 2 POINTS EACH) 
 
A. SPECIFIC RULES (THAT APPLY ONLY TO THESE EXHIBITS) 

 B. CLASSES 
1.  COMMERCIAL  
2.  INVITATIONAL 
3.  OTHERS  
 
 
 
MAXIMUM SCORE 100 pts.       _________ 
                                                                                              Total Score 

  



 
______________________________________ 
NGC Schedule Corrections Chairman for Region  
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