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Hello fellow gardeners,

Conservation Camp will be October 
24-25 this year at Paris Landing State Park. 
Here’s hoping many of you will come to learn 
more about conservation, get to know other 
gardeners from across the state, and have 
some fun.

Our speakers will intrigue you with 
talks about frogs and toads, homegrown 
national parks, and sedges. Other fun 
activities include making wildflower seed 
bombs (in the parking lot because it is messy), 
constructing a frog house, propagating ferns 
from spores, and learning to make gingko leaf 
roses.

The lodge is brand new, and those who 
reserve a room will enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast near the lobby. We’ll start each day 
with gentle yoga, so bring your mat if you 
wish to join in. One night we will make 

s’mores at the fire 
pits on the lakeside 
deck.  

You may register 
online or print the 
registration form 
and mail it in. Both 
options are on our 
website. To make 
room reservations, 
call 731-924-4300 
and press “0” to talk 

to the front desk. Tell them you are with the 
TFGC group and that the code is “1028.” 
Standard rooms with two queen beds or one 
king are $135 a night. There are cabins 
available, too. Our blocked-off rooms will be 
released to the public September 25, so make 
your reservation before then if possible. 

On October 23, we will have the 
endowment fund meeting at 4-5 p.m. and the 
Trillium Council meeting at 5-6 p.m. (All times 
are CST) Supper is on your own, and the 
board meeting is at 7 p.m. We will have our 
annual member meeting on October 24, at 9 
a.m. 

Registration is $220. This fee includes 
two lunches and two dinners, meeting room 
rental, AV rental, speaker costs, craft 
materials, and handouts. 

Bring a reusable cup, plastic gloves for 
wildflower bomb making, scissors, Elmer’s 
glue, an inexpensive clear glass vase to 
embellish, and see the remainder of the list on 
the website. 
Conservation Camp is an informal gathering 
and our most fun one!

Come jo in us as we celebrate 
conservation, 

Julie Wilson 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This green earth needs you! 

https://www.tngardenclubs.org/conservation-camp/
https://www.tngardenclubs.org/conservation-camp/
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UPCOMING SCHOOLS & 
EVENTS

Gopher Frog

October 23-26, 2002 TFGC Conservation Camp #67
Statewide Conservation Camp  
Paris Landing State Park

March 8-10, 2023 Deep South Garden Clubs Convention 
Kenner, Louisiana

April 05-06, 2023 TFGC Convention
State Convention and Flower Show
Tri-refresher

May 02-05, 2023 National Garden Clubs Convention 
White Sulpher Springs, West Virginia

March 19-20, 2024 Deep South Convention
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 

 
For all schools availability and schedules throughout the United States - Flower Show, 
Environmental, Gardening, Landscape Design, Multiple Refreshers, Symposiums, and 
International NGC Schools - please go to https://gardenclub.org/our-schools. 

Green Tree Frog Southern Leopard Frog

Did you know??? 
Tennessee is home to 21 species of frogs & toads. 

Frogs have smooth, moist skin, jump well, & are usually close to water. 
Toads have warty skin, make short hops, & may be found far from water. 
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Projects: Create A Healing Garden, Engage in 
Garden Therapy

As the new 2022-23 year begins, I want to 
revisit my theme and projects. Last year we 
collectively were coming out on the other side of 
Covid and every ounce of rhythm we knew had 
been disrupted and needed to be reset. When we 
were forced to slow down, we saw the 
importance of taking care of ourselves, our 
neighbors, and our community. Now we are 
stronger, realizing what actually matters. So let’s 
embrace new rhythms of hope, understanding 
and love.

Let’s also look at practical applications of 
moving these new rhythms forward in district 
projects, encouraging you to create a healing 
garden or to engage in garden therapy. Plants 
give us hope and inspiration and there is healing 
power in a garden. A garden can be a tranquil 
place to escape fears or illness. A garden can be a 
therapeutic healing to those who work in it, those 
who enjoy sitting in it, and those who are fed 
from it.  

Collierville Garden Club president, Twila 
Christian, is a leader at the Victory Garden at a 
local church. Twila has engaged members of 
Collierville GC and Shelby East GC in the work 

of producing over 
3000 pounds of 
produce yearly. 
The produce is 
g i v e n t o t h e 
Collierville Food 
Pantry, Moriah 
House, Catholic 
C h a r i t i e s a n d 
C h u r c h o f t h e 
Incarnation Food Pantry to feed the working 
poor and homeless. This is the healing mission of 
this community garden, as, according to 
FeedingAmerica.org, Memphis
ranks 3rd in the nation for senior food insecurity. 
In addition, 12% of the population, 116,000 
people, do not have enough food to eat.

Germantown GC engages in garden 
therapy projects, including helping clients with 
dementia at Page Robbins Adult Daycare Center 
to arrange donated flowers into bouquets. The 
club also has helped to establish an NGC award 
winning student therapy garden at Madonna 
Learning Center where learning disabled 
students can improve their creativity and motor 
skills.  Trenton GC did a floral decorative project 
with residents at a local nursing home. Kennedy 
View GC members worked at Youth Emergency 
Services to build raised self-watering containers 
and plant herbs and vegetables for harvesting by 
the youth residents. 

Thank you to all the clubs that have 
brought hope and healing to others in need in 
their communities. Information on Healing and 
Therapy Gardens can be found on the NGC 
website, www.gardenclub.org, under Programs, 
then Gardening Horticulture and Environmental 
Concerns. 

Phyllis Allen

DISTRICT I DIRECTOR

Madonna Pollinator Garden  
Dyer County Farmers Market
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This spring was a time of sadness, 
triumph, and reward for Cordova Garden 
Club. Sadly, we lost two beloved members, 
Martha McGinley and Sara Matthews. They 
will be greatly missed. Another member 
triumphed over breast cancer and is back to 
her wonderful self. 

February brought ice but March 
allowed us to meet and enjoy a presentation on 
shade gardening by Memphis Area Master 
Gardener Jean Ward-Jones. March also 
included a Pollinator Garden planting day 
with the children and adults at our adopted 
school, Lamplighter Montessori. What was 
once a tangled mess of a lawn is now full of 
colorful flowering plants and trees to provide a 
habitat for pollinators. This will be an ongoing 
project with the children

April was busy for us! We took a trip 
to Urban Earth Nursery where we learned all 
about various ornamental grasses that will do 
well in our area. Of course, we could not pass 
up shopping at the nursery before we left. Our 
other April outreach was a celebration of 
Arbor Day at Cordova Library with a lobby 
display, a program on trees for the children, 

and tour of some of the trees in the Level 1 
Arboretum conducted by Susan TePaske.

In May, Vicki Duggins taught us about 
design and the preparation of horticulture for 
the upcoming District 1 flower show. CGC 
shone with several winners in Creative 
Design, Botanical Arts, Education, and 
Horticulture, including Top Exhibitor Awards 
in Design for Vicki Duggins and Kim Lane 
and a Grower’s Award in Horticulture for 
Kim. We are so proud of the talents of all our 
members and are thrilled to see them 
rewarded for such.  
 In June, National Garden Week was 
c e l e b r a t e d w i t h a g o r g e o u s fl o w e r 
arrangement and proclamation placed at the 
Cordova Library. Our June highlight was our 
visit to member Debbie Griste-Evans’ home 
and her large garden, “Evans Acre,” that is 
both productive, beautiful, and creative. She 
and Dixie Henderson presented a great show 
on Monarch butterflies and what we can do to 
help them survive. We left happy after good 
food, door prizes, suggestions for books to 
read, and a garden tour. 

Good food for both butterflies & 
gardeners!

Vicki Duggins & Janice Oliver 
Arbor Day at Cordova Library
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Dyersburg Garden Club members have 
had a very busy spring with several projects 
taking place. Garden club members met early 
May to clean and plant the Blue Star Marker 
bed in Okeena Park. Tulip bulbs were 
removed by Amelia Wilkes and colorful 
periwinkles were planted as a summer 
replacement. A gardener club member signs 
up each month to check and maintain the bed 
by removing trash, watering, and weeding as 
needed.

Members of DGC visited the beautiful 
garden of Mr. Jimmy Williams in Paris on 
Saturday, May 21.  The Williams began 
extensive work on their garden in 1992 after 
they had visited England and toured the Great 
Dixter garden, Jimmy named his Tennessee 
garden “Dixter.” Mr. Williams has written a 
garden column for the local newspaper every 
week for the past fifty-four years. His garden 
has also been featured in Fine Gardening 
magazine. His favorite azalea is ‘Conversation 
Piece’ and his favorite camellia is ‘Winter 
Star,’ which is hardy in our cold winters.  
Members enjoyed a wonderful garden tour 

and great stories from Mr. Williams and his 
wife, Peggy.

National Garden Week was celebrated 
by the Dyersburg Garden Club by placing a 
banner on Lake Road (the busiest street in 
town) next to the Blue Star Marker bed at 
Okeena Park.  Garden Club member Beth 
Feith was responsible for getting a new sign 
designed and purchased it for club use.  
Beverlee Weatherly and her husband, Ronnie, 
graciously erected it on June 3 and took it 
down at the end of the week.

That same afternoon members met 
with Dyersburg mayor, John Holden, for the 
signing of the National Garden Week 
proclamation. On June 7, the signing was 
featured in the State Gazette newspaper.

Garden Club members visited the new 
Butterfly Garden that officially opened the 
morning of June 3.  This garden was a project 
of the Dyer County Master Gardeners and 
Farmer’s Market.  It is located at the side of 
the Farmer’s Market building with butterfly 
murals on the building and the garden 
adjacent.

Jimmy Williams “Tennessee Dixter” tour 
L-R: Beverlee Weatherly, Beverly 

McCann, Jimmy Williams, Sherry Dunlap, 
Amelia Wilkes & Kathy Sellars

Butterfly Garden at Farmers Market 
L-R: Sara Wolfe, Beth Feith, Maralyn Beck, Amelia 

Wilkes, Ann Reaves & Beverlee Weatherly
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The Southwind Garden Club recently held 
its annual Spring Luncheon at the lovely home of 
club member Jackie Gregory. Club President, 
Donna Gilpatrick, conducted a meeting which was 
followed by a delicious lunch.  Members also 
celebrated National Garden Week and welcomed 
two new members Haley Edmonds and Lydia 
Guillard.  Many members of the Club are skilled 
gardeners and also take pride in their floral 

arrangements which were in abundance at the 
beautiful get together.   The Club Hospitality 
Committee planned and executed an outstanding 
event!

The Southwind Garden Club is a 
member of the Tennessee Federation of Garden 
Clubs, Inc., and the National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.

Scenic Hills Garden Club 
 
Scenic Hills Garden Club President, 

Susan Schmidt, and long-time member, Chris 
Glover, delivered a beautiful succulent dish to 
Wesley Highland Meadows Senior Garden 
Apartments in celebration of National Garden 
Week.
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Susan Quinn, Phyllis Allen & Julie Wilson 
at the D1 Spring Meeting

District I Gold Star Family Memorial Marker Dedication ceremony in 
Huntingdon TN. Marcia Corwin, president of Elizabeth Stone GC 

sponsoring the Marker.

Suburban Garden Show: 
Alice in Wonderland
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District 1 Flower Show: A Kaleidoscope of Colorful Cliches

Hosta’s Galore!

Mary Heim: Award of Design Excellence  
Class 1: “Low Hanging Fruit”
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DISTRICT II DIRECTOR

Tennessee Little Brown Bat

Spring and Summer has been very busy 
for District ll Garden Clubs.  “Gardens of the 
Community Flower Show” was presented by the 
following garden clubs on May 3 at The Green 
Door Gourmet, Nashville. Participating were 
Brentwood GC, Country Homes GC, First 
Saturday GC, Flower Growers GC, Iris City GC, 
Lakeside GC, Oak Hill GC, Tyne Meade GC, and 
Wilson County Town and Country GC.  

The District II Spring meeting was held at 
Temple Hills Country Club on May 9, with over 
150 people attending. Many of our club members 
attended the National Convention in Orlando and 
the Deep South Convention.  

On May 27, The Gum Tree Farm, the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Felts of 
Hermitage, was visited by members of Rachel 
Jackson GC, Oak Hill GC, and Tyne Meade GC.  
Everyone enjoyed the flowers, trees, and animals. 

On June 1, Optimistic Gardeners GC 
invited the other two garden clubs in 

Murfreesboro, Flower Growers GC and Garden 
Lovers GC, to join them at a picnic at Cedars of 
Lebanon State Park in Lebanon to kick off 
National Garden Club Week. The Park Ranger 
gave information about the history of the park, the 
glades, and plants and wildlife that live there.  The 
group also toured the Nature Center and the 
Butterfly Gardens. While at the park, Elsie 
Moore, a member of Flower Growers GC for 65 
years, was honored. She died at age 98.  
Optimistic Gardeners GC will have their August 
meeting and luncheon at the home of Sam Davis, 
Confederate boy hero, in Smyrna. The club 
maintains their kitchen herb gardens. 

Maury County Blue Star Memorial 
Marker was installed on July 18 in Columbia. A 
Blue Star Memorial Marker will be installed in 
Dover on July 28. Hendersonville Gold Star 
Family Marker was installed on June 29. 

Tyne Meade GC has been working on the 
kitchen herb garden at The Nashville Zoo this 
Spring and Summer. Tyne Meade members Peggy 
Dughman, Shelia Turk, Doris Weakley, and 
Jackie Bellar have opened their home gardens for 
visits by Perennial Plant Society members. On 
June 15, Country Homes Garden Club celebrated 
their 90th anniversary.

Bobbie Wolcott
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Tyne Meade Garden Club

Tyne Meade Garden Club (TMGC) has 
a new project restoring a kitchen herb garden at 
Grassmere Historic Farm, located within the 
Nashville Zoo. Working with the Horticulture 
staff at the Zoo, volunteers designed a new 
garden plan appropriate for the 1845-1900 
historic period. Once the plan was approved for 
the historic site, the zoo staff removed the old 
garden, saving bay, rosemary, and lavender 
plants for the new garden. The site was tilled 
and gravel pathways added per the design plan.

A TMGC member donated bricks for 
planting borders. Then the nine project team 
members started the first plantings of the  

renovation. The saved plants from the first 
garden, as well as an heirloom rose and seedlings 
of heirloom tomato were the first to be planted. 
Additional herbs and flowers were donated and 
planted by the team. The project’s maintenance 
includes rotating visits to the garden by 
members for weeding and watering.

Future plans for our team, include fall 
plantings as well as participation in the Zoo 
Talks program, where our volunteers will 
interact with visitors to this historic property.

Gold Star Family Marker Dedication 
Hendersonville
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DISTRICT III DIRECTOR

Femaie Praying Mantis

Our District III meeting was held at 
McCoy Farm & Gardens on Signal Mountain on 
March 29. We were delighted to have President 
Julie Wilson and President-Elect Denise Thorne 
attend our meeting. Some of our members are on 
the Board of McCoy and some also work in the 
gardens at McCoy. A program was presented 
about the history of McCoy and the establishment 
of the many gardens at McCoy.  After the program 
a tour of the gardens was conducted.

On March 19, Tennessee Valley Wild One’s 
Chapter Plant Sale was held at the First Horizon 
Pavilion in Chattanooga. District III had a booth 
to provide information about our Clubs, and had 7 
people that were interested in learning more about 
Garden Clubs in our area. 

Murray Hills Garden Club is continuing to 
work at the Sterchi Park, a lovely community park 
with a beautiful pollinator garden. This park is 
enjoyed by everyone in their community, especially 
families with their children. 

Lookout Mountain Beautiful Garden Club 
held a Plant Sale at the new Lookout Mountain 
Georgia Town Hall on April 30. It was great fun. I  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
was able to spend time with old friends and got to 
meet new members of their club. 

Crestwood Garden Club held a Memorial 
Day Celebration at East Ridge Town Hall on May 
30.  

The Garden Club of Signal Mountain held 
a Flower Show on June 3, at Signal Mountain 
Presbyterian Church, Signal Mountain, titled 
“America’s Treasurers: Our National Parks.”  The 
show was well received in the community and 
many members of District III attended. It was a 
beautiful show, and the Floral Designers and 
Botanical Art Designers designs were exquisite.

Magnolia Garden Club will be planting a 
Dogwood or Redbud on the Greenway in 
Cleveland to commemorate Arbor Day.  The club 
is also donating to the Bradley County Urban 
Forester.
 District III has increased their membership 
by 13 new members during 2021-2022.  

The District III Day of Gardening held on 
February 26, 2022, was a great success. We had a 
great attendance and everyone that attended was 
very impressed with our programs and speakers. 
Members of District II attended, and we 
appreciate their support. We made over $800.00 
on our items for sale.

We are looking forward to the dedication of 
the Blue Star and Gold Star markers at the new 
Veteran’s Hospital in Cleveland, Tennessee.

Diane Ryder
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The Garden Club of Signal Mountain 
had a busy spring getting ready for their 
Flower Show held in Dudley Hall of Signal 
Mountain Presbyterian Church on June 3, 
2022.  The theme of the show was “America’s 
Treasures, Our National Parks.”  

The spaciousness of the Hall allowed 
visitors to meander through the Horticulture, 
Design, Education, and Botanical Arts Artistic 
Arts Divisions. The theme of the show was 
followed throughout beginning with the 
Horticulture Division of “Mountain Majesty”.  

The creativity, colors, and choices of 
the designers was outstanding in the Design, 
Education, and Botanical Arts Divisions, 
beginning with the Design Division, titled 
“Soaring Eagles,” and the Section of “Grand 
Teton.”  Jean Faircloth was awarded the Blue 
Ribbon in the Cascade Design Class of 
“Cuyahoga Valley,” Anne Hayes awarded The 
Parallel Design of “Yosemite,” and Vanessa 
Young awarded the Blue Ribbon in the 
Underwater Design of “Everglades.” 

The Education Division were titled, 
“Watchful Wolf,” with the Section being 
“Point Park,” and the Classes “Cumberland 
Trail” and “Signal Point”.  The Cumberland 
Trail exhibit “Seeding the Trail” was to raise 
the awareness of using and saving heirloom 
seeds to preserve our national heritage.  The 
Signal Point exhibit was to show the history of 

Signal Point as it related to the Garden Club 
of Signal Mountain’s role in its establishment.  
Ann Richey was awarded the Blue Ribbon for 
“Seeding the Trail.”

The Botanical Arts Division was titled, 
“Look out for Bears,” with the Artistic Arts 
Section being “Grand Canyon” and the 
Classes “Great Smoky Mountains.” With her 
embellishment of plant material on a hiking 
boot, Rhita Eichhorn was awarded Blue 
Ribbon.  The “Acadia” class was making a 
brooch out of plant materials inspired by an 
insect or small amphibian in a National Park.  
Jean Faircloth’s design was awarded another 
Blue Ribbon.  Donna Morrision was awarded 
the Blue Ribbon with her design of a lantern 
that was decorated with plant materials in the 
“Carlsbad Caverns” Class.

The Judge’s luncheon was a “Picnic in 
the Park.”  The room was decorated like a 
mountain oasis.  The creativity was 
outstanding with the centerpieces, the food, 
and the delicious desert that looked like a tree 
limb decorated with meringue mushrooms.  
The Hospitality committee served cookies that 
would be served around a campfire for all 
those that attended.  
 The attention to detail could be felt 
throughout the Show.  It was well attended 
and received by the Community.


L: Vanessa Young  

R: Design & 
Botanical Arts 
Artistic Division 
Award Winners
L-R: Donna 
Morrison, Vanessa 
Young, Jean 
Faircloth, Anne 
Hayes Pearce & 
Rhita Eichhorn
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District IV members contributed plants dug 
from their gardens to the Ivan Racheff House and 
Gardens Spring Plant Sale on April 30. The sale 
was planned to raise money for maintenance of our 
state headquarters. This was the first plant sale in 
over four years at the headquarters, and the event 
included several outside vendors, a bake sale and a 
food truck. Thanks to Theresa Schehr for planning 
this successful event. 

In May, the Town and Country Garden 
Club hosted the Appalachian Spring Flower Show 
which was over the top and included a luncheon. 
Also in May, The Flower Lovers Garden Club 
celebrated its 100th anniversary and honored long-
time member Opal Hurst. Mountain Laurel Garden 
Club planned a small standard flower show, “The 
Message of Birds.” The annual presidents and 
treasurers meeting was held on May 6 at the state 
headquarters. The district has seven new 
presidents. This year, Town and Country Garden 
Club has added 9 new members and Tuckaleechee 
Garden Club, seven new members. 

Our District celebrated National Garden 
Club week in June with several projects, including 
planting a Heritage Kitchen Garden at a historic 
property, cleaning an entrance way to a club’s 
community garden, touring gardens, arboretums, 
and greenhouses, giving tours of an arboretum, 
revitalizing a pollinator garden, gardening with 
youth, and maintaining a library entrance garden.  

On June 17, District IV members attended 
the second Gold Star Memorial Marker Dedication 
in Erwin, TN. Shady Oaks Garden Club assisted in 
the planning of this memorial event. 

We are looking forward to the NGC 
District IV Standard Flower Show, ”We the 
People…who Shape America,” on July 27 and 28 
at the John T. O’Conner Senior Center in 
Knoxville. This is the first district show in four 
years and should be outstanding. Additionally, 
many members will enter the Tennessee Valley 
Fairs’ three flower shows in September. 

Our Fall membership meeting will be at 
Fox Den Country Club on Friday, October 28; 
mark your calendars for this meeting! The featured 
speaker will present Bluebirds 101. 

District IV is fortunate to have the 
Tennessee TFGC Headquarters in Knoxville. 
Your visits are always welcome, and we will 
gladly give you a personal tour. Feel free to 
contact me should you need to gain access to 
the property when visiting town. Ivan Racheff 
House and Gardens belongs to all of TFGC, 
and your support is needed to maintain this 
historic property. Donations are always 
welcome. 

Wanda Taylor

DISTRICT IV DIRECTOR

Swallowtail
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Members of Smoky Mountain Garden 
Club visited several places during the Spring 
months. In March, they attended the District 
IV Membership Meeting at Fox Den Country 
Club, where they contributed a floral design 
and silent auction items. They enjoyed learning 
about the Tennessee Smart Yard Programs and 
what they could do to make their yards more 
eco-friendly. April was a field trip to Erin’s 
Meadow Herb Farm, where a program was 
presented on lavender. Members were treated 
to lavender tea and cookies. Of course, 
shopping was included! The May meeting was 
a garden tour at the home of Sharon Maples. 
Sharon has been gardening since the early 
1990’s and her yard did not contain one inch of 
grass. It was truly a delightful visit.  

The club celebrated National Garden 
Club Week by touring the Townsend River 
Walk and Arboretum and by exploring several 
plant nurseries in the area. SMGC member 
Frances Hoffman hosted the June meeting at 
her home. Members enjoyed her gardens and 
had fun making stepping-stones made from 
Sakrete, a high strength concrete mix, and 
personalized by each member to take home. 
The meeting followed with a potluck luncheon.  

After taking a break in July, the 
meetings will resume in August with two more 
Greenhouse tours planned.

Pat Landry, Mary Palmer, Elizabeth Mize, 
Frances Hoffman, Glenda Edmondson, 
Wanda Taylor & Kerry Robertson 
participated in the June meeting at the 
home of Frances Hoffman.

Stepping Stones created with  
Sakrete concrete mix.
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In 1958, when theWest Hills Subdivision 
was very young, there were 10 garden clubs. 
Today, in 2022, there is only one left: the West 
Hills Ten O ‘ Clock Gardeners. Together with 
the West Hills Homeowners Association the 
interest in garden improvements and landscape 
beautification has grown. A Council was 
formed, and with it the “Yard of the Month” in 
many forms; from April to September, the “Yard 
of the Month;” in October and November, the 
Autumn Award; and in December, the Holiday 
Mailbox Award. Competition was welcome and 
the committee received many thank you’s and 
enthusiastic comments. At present, the sixteen 
members of the club, many of whom no longer 
reside in West Hills, enjoy looking for the 
monthly winner.  

Spring of 2022 marked a landmark event 
for West Hills. After years of landscape and 
yard improvements , beaut ificat ion o f 
neighborhoods by planting dogwood trees, and 
later efforts by West Hills residents to sell trees 
and fund signs for the five entrances to West 
Hills, the Dogwood Trail Society chose West 
Hills as the new Dogwood Trail. Included 
among the dignitaries attending the ribbon 
cutting  were Mayor Glen Jacobs, Knoxville 
Mayor India Kincannon, the President of the 
West Hills Homeowners Association, Lee 
Hume, and Illy Wood, representing the  West  
Hills Ten O’Clock Gardeners.

West Hills 10 O’Clock Garden Club

West Hills “Yard of the Month” 

Ribbon Cutting for the new  
Dogwood Trail in West Hills

West Hills 10’O’Clock Garden Club



Mountain Laurel Garden Club

Mountain Laurel Garden Club had another 
very busy month in June. After much planning and 
preparation, members worked with the summer 
school classes at Fairview Elementary planting 
vegetable gardens in containers and raised beds. 
The students also planted flowers and seeds in pots, 
as well as the wildflower meadow. Each child made 
a beaded bracelet and planted a container with a 
blooming vinca to take home at the end of the day. 
By the time school starts back in August, there 
should be tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, pumpkins, 
basil, oregano, and more to harvest.  This is the 
second year that members have organized a 
summer school activity and all agreed they had as 
much fun as the children. 

Mountain Laurel’s small standard flower 
show, “The Message of Birds,” was the big event of 
the month. Everyone worked hard to make this a 
huge success, with Brenda Gregory and Nancy 
Robinson as co-chairpersons for the show and in 
charge of the Horticulture Division, Paula Fortson 
and Marilyn Johnson were the design and schedule 
committee. The theme of birds was carried out 
through the show, with Valerie Hendrix printing a 
beautiful schedule with bird artwork.  Angie 
Caldwell designed a lovely sign with a handstitched 
bird applique. Sandy Vandenberg provided a few of 
her bird photographs to represent the design and 
horticulture classes 

while Sue Harris set up a lovely bird exhibit, and 
carried the bird theme on the dinner tables.  Sue 
also built bird houses as gifts for the judges with 
three local artists either painting or wood burning 
designs – of course our Angie Caldwell was one of 
the artists! Every member helped out to make this a 
successful show. 

The show included 104 horticulture entries 
(34 blues) and 14 design entries, with 16 out of 17 
active members participating. With so many 
beautiful plants, flowers and designs it was very 
hard for the judges to choose the winner. Best of 
Show design winner was Sandy Vandenberg, in the 
“Owl Moon” class. Best of Show Horticulture 
winner was new member Lainey Sexton, with a 
gorgeous Gladiola entered in “Over in the 
Meadow” class.   This year the club had a special 
Nancy Robinson Award for the best plant 
propagated by member – grown from seed, cutting 
or layered. Carol Morton was the blue ribbon 
winner with her lovely Hindu rope plant ( Hoya 
Carnosa) that she rooted over 25 years ago. 

After 2 years of Covid restrictions it was 
great to get back to working with students and 
again holding a flower show. Everyone had a great 
June and found it very entertaining and 
educational. July and August will bring more work 
days at Fairview School and more fun and 
informative programs. 

18

Left: Best of Show Design by Sandy Vandenberg  
Above: Kim Piles, Angie Caldwell, Carol Morton, 
Anna Sugar, Valerie Hendrix & Lainey Sexton at 
Fairview Elementary Summer School Garden
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On a beautiful spring morning in the Smoky 
Mountains, Tuckaleechee Garden Club, 
Townsend, TN, hosted their annual plant sale 
on Saturday, July 23, led by the incredible 
duo of Theresa and Scott Schehr. The plant 
sale is the club’s biggest fundraising event, 
with all proceeds earmarked for the 
community service project, the Townsend 
River Walk and Arboretum. The sale was held 
at a new location this year, on the front lawn of 
the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center. 
Garden club members donated plants from 
their own gardens, and several members 
worked diligently to propagate plants 
specifically for the sale. Theresa Schehr 
provided her wonderful selection of heirloom 
and rare tomatoes looking healthy and strong. 
The plant sale also featured herbs, annuals, 

perennials, bulbs, trees, shrubs, garden tools 
and accessories, and the ever-popular shade-
loving native wildflowers. The club raised 
approximately $2,600 from the event. 

Scott Schehr (right) assists customers at the 
Mountain Laurel Plant Sale

Tuckaleechee Garden Club focused on 
garden education events for National Garden 
Week 2022 at two locations, the Townsend 
River Walk and Arboretum, and the Heirloom 
Kitchen Garden at the Great Smoky 
Mountains Heritage Center. All events were 
open to the public and free. 

Educational Tours were offered at 
Townsend River Walk & Arboretum (TRWA) 
on Wednesday and Saturday of National 
Garden Week where 42 participants pre-
registered on the TRWA website. The 
educational tours focused on maintaining 
natural areas, protecting the riparian area of 
the Little River, invasive plant species and 
invasive plant removal, tree identification in 
the arboretum, wildflowers, ferns, pollinator 
garden, and specimen garden where the 
Franklin tree, a direct descendant of Bartram’s 
trees, was in bloom. Mark Seder, Chair of the 
Townsend River Walk & Arboretum, 
organized this educational event. 

Prior to the event, club members volunteered 
approximately 30 hours pruning, brush 
clearing, weeding, and adding stone to the 
walkways to freshen up the area. Publicity for 
the event included announcements on the 
TRWA website and Facebook page, as well as 

Townsend River Walk & Arboretum Chair, Mark 
Sheder, shares the history of the TRWA with tour 

participants for National Garden Week



20

Tuckaleechee Garden Club members 
also staffed the Heirloom Kitchen Garden at 
the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center 
each morning of National Garden Week for 
“Mornings in the Garden.” Club members 
were in period dress tending the Heirloom 
Kitchen Garden, giving tours, and answering 
questions. Prior to National Garden Week, 
Co-chairs Debbie Dickie and Diane Rhotert 
held an orientation session for Club volunteers 
regarding the vegetables, medicinal herbs, and 
flowers growing in the garden. Marketing for 
the event was provided by the Great Smoky 
Mountains Heritage Center, including emails 
and Facebook postings. Approximately 60 
visitors participated in the “Mornings in the 
Garden” tour and talk at the Heirloom 
Kitchen Garden.

TGC maintains the Heirloom Kitchen 
Garden, which replicates those planted by 
Tennessee settlers and the broader Southern 
Appalachian region in the 1800’s. 

Led by co-chairs Diane Rhotert and 
Debbie Dickie, club members work in the 
garden weekly, weeding, removing nuisance 
insects, harvesting, and replanting. Seventy 
pounds of German Butterball potatoes have 
been harvested. That section of the Garden 
features Cherokee Train of Tears Pole Bean, 
the bean carried by the Cherokee Indians, and 
the Greasy Pole Bean. Cocke’s Prolific Dent 
Corn, a variety grown by Thomas Jefferson at 
Monticello, is now about 9 feet tall and 
producing ears. 

The medicinal herb garden and flowers 
are also  thriving.  Chamomile  and  Echinacea 

Tuckaleechee Garden Club members hosted “Mornings in the Garden”, an educational tour 
and talk at the Heirloom Kitchen Garden at the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center, 

Townsend, TN for National Garden Week. 
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are blooming. Boneset, tansy, and yarrow are 
growing tall. The Peppermint and bee balm are 
beautiful. In keeping with Appalachian tradition, 
our garden also features flowers such as sunflower, 
zinnias, borage, and “Old Blush” rose. 

The common challenges maintaining the 
garden are heat, lack of rain, and insects. Working 
the garden in period dresses is a unique challenge 
as well. Mexican Bean Beetle (Epilachna 
varvestis) and Japanese Beetle (Popilla jaonica) 
are damaging most plants in the garden. The 
Mexican Beach Beetle looks like a coppery-brown 
ladybug, and feeds on the underside of the bean 
leaves, with only the veins of the leaf remaining. 
The Japanese Beetle attacks the foliage, flowers, 
and fruits of more that 300 different plants 
skeletonizing the leaves within a a few days. For 
minimizing the beetle damage, we are (1) 
handpicking beetles and dropping them in 
containers of soapy water, (2) using pheromone 
traps placed outside the garden, and (3) planting 
marigolds to lure the beetles away from the 
vegetables. 

In maintaining the Heirloom Kitchen 
Garden, we honor those who settled this area, 
especially the women who cared for the kitchen 
gardens to feed their families and provide herbal 
medicines to heal loved ones and neighbors. We 
are learning first-hand just how hard their job was!

 The Townsend River Walk and 
Arboretum (TRWA) was awarded the Dee 
Lidvall Sustainable Stewardship Award by 
Keep Blount Beautiful (KBB) at the Foothills 
Beautification Awards Ceremony. 

The TRWA was formed in 2004 when 
Old Highway 73 was abandoned along the 
banks of the Little River. Mayor Bob Russell  
and his wife Elaine, both gardeners, proposed 
a trail along the river and Tuckaleechee 
Garden Club accepted the challenge of 
transforming the old highway bed. 

Fast forward 15 years. Chair of the 
TRWA, Mark Seder, recently told The Daily 
Times, “The invasive thing was a nightmare. 
You couldn’t even see the river.” Seder, who is 
not afraid of a challenge, sought new ways to 
control the non-native invasive plants at the 
TRWA. The most difficult invasives the club 
battled included Winter Creeper, English Ivy, 

Multiflora Rose, Chinese Privet, Bush 
Honeysuckle, Princess Tree, and Mimosa.

Under Seder’s leadership, more 
aggressive techniques to control invasive 
plants were adopted. Tree wrenches were used 
to remove invasive plants by the roots, rather 
than cutting back. To avoid spraying chemicals 
where drift can cause damage to beneficial 
plants and keeping river health in mind, the 
club adopted a small bottle with a felt-top 
dauber applying herbicide only to the cut stem 
of the invasive plant.  

Within 3 years of adopting more 
aggressive non-native, plant removal 
techniques, the native wildflowers and plants 
are returning. Blue phlox carpeted the forest 
floor in the spring, along with trillium, 
mayapple, golden ragwort, Virginia blue bells, 
jack-in-the pulpit, and a proliferation of ferns. 
The native paw-paw trees bloomed and set 
fruit for the first time. 
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Seder leads the TRWA efforts by 
example, having provided over 300 hours of 
volunteer work at the TRWA in 2021. He 
provides the physical labor, as well as 
maintaining the TRWA website. He has begun 
executing a strategic 
plan for the TRWA. 
The stairs have been 
r e b u i l t a n d t h e 
p o l l i n a t o r g a r d e n 
r e f u r b i s h e d . T h e 
TRWA recently hosted  
 
 

guided educational tours and nature walks for 
National Garden Week

T h e D e e L i d v a l l S u s t a i n a b l e 
Stewardship Award is a tribute to the hard 
work of Tuckaleechee Garden Club, spanning 

f r o m t h e f o u n d i n g 
Russells to the current 
TRWA Chair, Mark 
Seder, and all club 
members who have 
contributed tirelessly 
to the TRWA. 

GARDENERS LOVE BENEFICIAL 
INSECTS 

…AND THEY LOVE OUR GARDENS!
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CONSERVATION CAMP

WOW! IT’S OUR 67TH 
CONSERVATION CAMP!

OCTOBER 24-25, 2002
PARIS LANDING STATE PARK
BUCHANAN, TN

Please arrive on the evening of the 23rd for 
the 7:00 PM Board meeting & plan on leaving 
the morning of the 26th.

COSTS
    Registration fee: $220
    Room reservations:
     - Standard (2 Q or 1 K) $135/night
     - Suite: (1 bdrm + pullout sofa) $195/night
    Group Code 1028/TFGC
    Block of rms released 9/25 -  

you can still register! 
    Reservations: 731-924-4300
    Park Info 731-641-4465

    REGISTRATION DEADLINE 9/25
    LIMITED TO 80 ATTENDEES

More info & registration form at:
https://www.tngardenclubs.org/conservation-
camp/

Please keep in mind we are experiencing 
higher prices in food & room rental, plus each 
speaker receives an honorarium. Many of the 
craft items are donated, and all profits 
returned to TFGC. 
 
You are responsible for breakfasts. We will 
dine together for lunch & supper, and snacks 
will be offered in the afternoons.

Membership meeting will be first thing 
Monday morning!

Chair: Suzy Askew.   901-486-1302 
siaskew@comcast.net

WHAT’S HAPPENING!
- Single & collaborative projects, each 

reinforcing a speaker topic
- Take ideas back to your clubs & youth 

groups
- Learn, craft, laugh, create, make new 

friends, reconnect with old friends

WHAT TO BRING
- Reusable cup (coffee, tea, soda)
- Bulk wildflower straight seed species (no 

cultivars) for flower bombs
- Plastic gloves & a weeding tool
- Cheap clear-glass vases to transform into 

container for design night
- Scissors, Elmer’s white glue
- Empty egg carton for flower bombs
- Small bag of both natural & manufactured 

crafting pieces (nuts, rocks, seeds, mosaic 
tiles, wash tape, bits of pretty paper) to be 
used for frog house & container

- Clear plastic clamshell-like container 
(think fruit or tomatoes from grocery 
store) for a mini-greenhouse

- Color markers for sign making

Rendering of the new Lodge  
at Paris Landing State Park
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2023 STATE CONVENTION  
PROGRESS REPORT

We are extremely excited to announce 
we have our featured “Horticultural Luncheon 
Speaker” for Wednesday, April 5th, 2023. Chris 
Wiesinger, the “Bulb Hunter” of 
Southernbulbs.com and Bulbhunter.com has 
agreed to present a 
program on 
“Heirloom Bulbs for 
Today.” He will be 
available for book 
signing and photo 
opportunities after 
the program. 

“Mr. 
Wiesinger makes a 
living finding 
pretty things in 
ravaged places. In 
2004 he started 
the Southern Bulb 
Company with the aim of reintroducing flowers 
long out of vogue, committing himself 
exclusively  to those that have ably asserted 
themselves against the cruelties of exceedingly 
hot weather for decades, even centuries.”  

– New York Times

Mr. Wiesinger’s information has been in 
my files for years, while I waited for the 
optimum opportunity to invite him to be a 
TFGC guest. He will also be shipping samples 
of bulbs for sale.  

I am consulting with the committee to 
have a successful Tri-Refresher and completing 
all trips and speakers available to attendees. 
Contracts for the Thursday, April 6 designer, 
another talented UT horticulturist/botanist 

speaker, four workshop opportunities, and 
three trips will all be signed by the end of July.  

Table décor will be different than we 
have ever offered. I know you will be excited 
when you walk into each meal. “Going Green” 
and “Garden Sustainability” are bywords 
during the convention. Invitations will start to 
be handed out all over the state to presidents 
when I visit their clubs. 

The State Flower Show invitation 
information will be emailed to all Judges 
Counci ls and Distr ict Directors for 
participation. Please contact me if you would 
like an opportunity to be involved with 
finalizing the schedule and the show itself. 

“Planting America” is the focus of NGC, 
and you will return from these days of the 
convention to “Plant Tennessee!”  

All Chairmen for the Convention will be 
announced by August. If you would like to 

serve on a committee, please contact either of 
us.

Denise Thorne, President-Elect TFGC 
2023 Convention Chair 
denise@tec63.com 
615-289-2138

Faye True, 2023 Convention Co-Chair 
fayebobtrue@aol.com 
615-351-5773 

April 5-6, 2023
Embassy Suites & 
Conference Center 

1200 Conference Center 
Blvd  

Murfreesboro, TN

mailto:denise@tec63.com
mailto:fayebobtrue@aol.com
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ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND DONATIONS

Pulaski Garden Club
Brentwood Garden Club
Eastside Garden Club in honor of Ruth Whitfield
Eastside Garden Club in honor of Cindy Hintz
Bells Garden Club
Oak Hill Garden Club in memory of Emma Goodwin
Oak Hill Garden Club in memory of Betty Brent
Dixie Highway Garden Club

Signal Mountain Garden Club
Garden Lovers Club
Gateway Acres Garden Club
Kanunsita Garden Club in memory of the 25 charter 
members
Murray Hills Garden Club
Four Seasons Garden Club
Arissa Garden Club

RACHEFF UPDATE

FROM TFGC PRESIDENT JULIE WILSON: We will be discussing Racheff’s financial need 
for roof repairs & gutter replacements at the October 23-24 board & member meetings at 

Conservation Camp.

PENNY PINES

 Penny Pines is alive!…but with very little 
participation from the clubs. So, I am doing 
another contest to get this show on the road. 

Starting April 1, I am challenging all the 
clubs to again donate the $68 a plantation (200 
seedlings). The Form J is online on our website; 
please print it out and follow the directions.  

https://www.tngardenclubs.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/01/Form-J-TFGC-Penny-Pines-
Form-1.pdf

There will be first, second, and third place 
prizes in the amounts of $100, $50 and $25, given 
out next year. If you donated this last year, your 
plantations will be included so you are already a 
few plantations ahead of the other clubs.   

Here are the clubs that have participated in this 
administration starting April 1, 2021until April 
11, 2022:
Dist: I

 
Optimistic G.C.  2
Suburban G.C.   1
Germantown G.C.     1
Bartlett G.C. 1
Total 5

Dist: II
Garden Lovers     2
Total 2

Dist: III
Garden Club of Signal  
Mountain 1
Total 1

Dist: IV
Asbury G.C. 2
Mountain Laurel G.C. 1
Eastside G.C. 1
District IV 2
Total 6

https://www.tngardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Form-J-TFGC-Penny-Pines-Form-1.pdf
https://www.tngardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Form-J-TFGC-Penny-Pines-Form-1.pdf
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CONSERVATION EDUCATION INCLUDES RACHEFF

AN HISTORIC JEWEL IN OUR MIDST

Years ago a now-deceased member, 
Virginia Williams, retired teacher, avid hiker, 
and respecter of historic homes, invited me to a 
garden club meeting. We were both members of 
the Master Gardener group here in Greeneville, 
and she was hostess of the club meeting early 
one spring. I attended not knowing anything 
about the garden club, but felt immediate 
acceptance into the fold of several wonderful 
and active members of the Eastside Garden 
Club. My fate was 
sealed. She graciously 
h a n d e d o v e r t h e 
assignment of secretary 
and the race was on. I 
learned so much that 
my heart and head 
were reeling. I was 
i n s p i r e d a n d 
immediately immersed 
myself in learning more 
about the district, state, 
and national duties that 
made our garden club a 
club of excellence.  

One par t i cu la r a spec t was my 
introduction to our state headquarters for all of 
the garden clubs, The Racheff House. The 
introduction took residence in my heart and 
mind. Walking through the multiple garden 
paths dedicated to specific honors such as our 
Blue Star soldiers, our Pink garden in honor of 
breast cancer, the children’s garden, the Tea 
House and especially the beautiful Arboretum, 
and residence known for history as the Racheff.
I purchased a recipe book from the gift shop 
and it revealed the true story of how Racheff 
came to be. My heart and mind appreciated 
how much Mr. Racheff loved the beautiful 
gardens and home that he willed the house and 
grounds to be our eternal historic site of various 
activities.  

If you have never read the bio on Ivan 
Racheff you are in for a treat. Being a very 
wealthy and respected person, single, and 

traveling the world, Racheff House became a 
favorite business attribute. Today it still has 
many of the beautiful furniture and accessories 
he collected over his years in residence. His 
Christmas celebrations were not for the usual 
makers and shakers, but for the families who 
worked for him and their children. Today, 
Racheff continues to hold annual children’s 
functions. Photographers visit with wedding 
parties to forever feature the gardens for their 
background. Garden clubs spend hours and 
days helping to keep the grounds looking 

magnificent, meeting for a 
w o r k s e s s i o n a n d 
program. Fundraisers 
include a gift shop that 
provides items suitable 
for design as well as 
ornamental. The District 
h o l d s t h e a n n u a l 
Christmas Tea for all of 
Tennessee members. 

The public has 
free access to stroll along 
the special gardens and 

Arboretum and see the various trees, shrubs 
and plants. Many District symposiums and 
classes are held there as well. Mr. Racheff 
would be proud that his legacy is so well used 
and appreciated by the community as well as 
District and State. The call to arms to help 
defray the aging of this wonderful old house is a 
valid one, and since it represents so much love 
and caring each of us deserve to try to preserve 
it for our future. Conservation is not limited to 
the environment, wildlife, or botany but to our 
history. If you are in the area please feel free to 
visit so you can understand why Racheff is so 
well loved. Our goal is the same as what Mr. 
Racheff wanted, and that the beauty continues 
on as a historic tribute to a wonderful 
organization known as Tennessee Federation of 
Garden Clubs.

 
Jeanie Jackson, Chair 
Conservation Education
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AWARDS: WHY NOT ENTER?

I ask clubs all the time “Why don’t you 
enter your project for an award?” I get a 
number of answers, mostly “too much 
trouble.” Well! I would have to disagree, as 
awards now are only 3 pages long, front side 
only. All you have to do is answer questions 
and add photos, and you could be a National 
Winner like Severville Garden Club, who 
received top National Award and $100.00. The 
thing you have to remember with awards is 
take lots of photos of your project, then put 
them in your BOE. Like Franklin Garden 
Club who won a National Award and also won 
100.00! If you’re not computer savvy don’t 
worry, cut and paste your BOE, I can scan it 
in.  

I would like to take you through the 
steps of doing a BOE: 

1. Take lots of photos of your project. If 
it is a garden, take before, during, and after 
shots. Take pictures of members working in 
the garden (watch out for the moon shots!!!) 

2. Take a few notes about your project. 
How many club members worked on the 
project? Remember, most clubs have elderly 
members who cannot do physical labor, but 
they can come sit on the bench and tell you 
how to plant something! Or they can provide 
signs, handouts, or food. Be sure and include 
all who participated in the project. 

3. Answer these questions: Who did 
you do the project for, and who all 
p a r t i c i p a t e d ? D i d y o u h a v e y o u t h 
involvement , d id you have res ident 
involvement? How many of each helped out? 
What prompted the project? Did a member of 
your club reach out to the senior home to do 
an herb garden, or did the senior home reach 
out to the garden club? What prompted the 
need? When did you work on the project? 
Spring, summer, fall? Describe what you did 
and how many members participated. Where 
is this project located? Describe the photos 
and what is happening in each picture. Are the 
members weeding, planting, watering? How  

is this project going to be maintained. If it is a 
garden who is going to weed and water it and 
when. Don’t forget How Much Money was 
spent on the project. If a member donates a 
flat of flowers for the project, you need to list 
it as “Member donated a flat of marigolds 
estimated value $ 25.00.” Don’t just say 
member donated flat of flowers. 

4. Remember when youth/residents are 
participating in your project and you use their 
photo, you must get a written consent from the 
parent to use their photo. These forms are 
online at NGC. That is why I suggest taking 
any photos with children to take it from the 
back. Where the faces are not seen. If you do 
have photos with faces shown and don’t have 
consent form, blur the face. 

5. I know there are some really great 
projects out there, I’ve seen them and heard 
about them, why not enter this for an award?
Your club could be the next winner of 100.00 
or more!  

The state awards are sent to me no 
later than January 1, 2023. Each district has 
their own deadline, many are December 1. If 
your District offers District Awards, then they 
must be sent to the District Awards Chairman 
first, then they send the BOE to me by 
January 1. In turn I get them judged the first 
week in January, and have them out to Deep 
South and National the middle of January. 

If you have any questions about 
awards, PLEASE email me and I can get you 
the answer. That is my job! I am here to help 
you. 

Just remember: YOU CAN’T WIN IF 
YOU DON’T ENTER! Please give it a try.

Debbie Shaver 
Awards Chair
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2021 AWARDS LIST

Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

#1 Civic
1st Crestwood GC III

1st Deep South - #17 Community Action
2nd Southwind GC       I

3rd Deep South - #7 Tree Planting

#3A Horticulture-Individual
1st Charlotte Scott, Aldersgate GC III

#5A Public Relations-Club
1st Hickory Valley GC III

2nd Deep South - #16 Adopt a Park
Appreciation - HG CE1A1 - Community Gardens

#7A Special Achievement-Club
1st Franklin County GC  II

1st Deep South - #13 Environmental Education
NGC YW81 - Hort Education for Youth
Overall Winner ($100.00)

2nd Harpeth Bend GC  II
3rd Tuckaleechee GC  IV

Appreciation - NGC MAE2A1 - Soc Med Website
Appreciation - NGC MAE2B - Soc Med Website

4th Suburban GC    I

#8A Promotion of Gardening Among Youth
1st Franklin County GC  II

1st Deep South - #1 School Grounds Improvement
Overall winner ($25.00)

2nd Sevierville GC  IV
1st Deep South - #15 Jr. Garden Club
Overall winner ($25.00)

NGC YW4A - Environmental Activity w/ Youth
Overall winner (($100.00)

#13A Historic Preservation - for promotion and/or project involving historic bldg or trail
1st Tuckaleechee GC  IV

1st Deep South - #3 Public Relations
Appreciation - NGC C#91 - Landscape Historic Area

2nd Franklin County GC  II
1st Deep South - #11 Historic Preservation & Restoration

3rd Suburban GC    !
1st Deep South - #16 Adopt a Park
Overall winner ($25.00)

Appreciation - NGC CE1B1 - Community Garden
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Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

#13B Historic Preservation - for decoration of historic building and/or grounds
1st Harpeth Bend GC   II

2nd Deep South - #8 Special Achievement

#16A1 Yearbook - Clubs under 20 members
1st Rachael Jackson GC   II
2nd Crestwood GC  III
3rd Aldersgate GC  III
4th Eastside GC  IV

#16A2 Yearbook - 21-29 members
1st Cordova GC     I

3rd Deep South - #30 Yearbook
2nd Garden Lovers GC    II
3rd County Homes GC    II
4th Dixie Highway GC    IV

#16A3 Yearbook - 30-44 members
1st Lookout Mountain Beautiful GC  III

3rd Deep South - #30 Yearbook
2nd Germantown GC     I
3rd Tuckaleechee GC   IV

#16A4 Yearbook - 45-69 members
1st Southwind GC     I

HM Deep South - #30 Yearbook

#16A5 Yearbook - 70-99 members
1st Garden Club of Signal Mountain  III

3rd Deep South - #30 Yearbook

#16A6 Yearbook - 100-299 members
1st Suburban Garden Club     I

3rd Deep South - #30 Yearbook

#16E Yearbook - group of clubs, council, district
1st T.A.G.S   II

1st Deep South - #30 Yearbook

#19D1 Garden Therapy - garden related projects done for clients w/o participation
1st Garden Lovers GC   II
2nd Harpeth Bend GC   II

#25A National Garden Week
1st Franklin County GC   II

Appreciation - NGC - MAE51 National Garden Week
1st Aldersgate GC  III

Appreciation - NGC - MAE51 National Garden Week
2nd Crestwood GC  III
3rd Hickory Valley GC  III
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Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

#29B Blue Star Markers - Landscape/beautification of existing marker site
1st Country Homes GC   II

HM Deep South - #8 Special Achievement

#30A1 Community Beautification - one time project - club
1st Tipton Fleur de Lis GC    I

Appreciation - NGC - CE5B1 Beautification Project
2nd Hickory Valley GC III

#30B1 Community Beautification Award - continuing project - club
1st Southwind GC    I

HM Deep South - #16 Adopt a Park
Appreciation - NGC - CE5B1 Beautification Project

#31A Blue Star & Gold Star Family Memorial Marker - small club
1st Country Homes GC  II

#31B Blue Star & Gold Star Family Memorial Marker - medium club
1st Tuckaleechee GC  IV

3rd Deep South - #17 Community Action
Appreciation - NGC - CE71 Blue/Gold Star Landscape

1st First Saturday GC  II
Appreciation - NGC - CE71 Blue/Gold Star Landscape

#31C1 Pollinator Award - establishment of butterfly garden in individual yard
1st Garden Club of Signal Mountain III

2nd Deep South - #14 Butterfly Conservation
Runner-up Commendation - NGC - G41 Public Wildlife

#42B Bird Protection - individual
1st Cynthia Humes - Aldersgate GC III

#43A Blue Bird Trail - club
1st Poplar Estates GC    I

1st Deep South - #6 Bird Award
Appreciation - NGC - EC3-1 Wildlife Survival

#45A Litter Control - Ongoing project - club
1st Country Homes GC  II

2nd Deep South - #5 Litter Control
Appreciation - NGC - EC1-1 Conservation activities

#45D Litter Control - Individual
1st Charlotte Scott, Aldersgate GC III

Appreciation - NGC - EC1-4 Conservation activities
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Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

#49B Landscape Design - Parks or community gardens
1st Garden Club of Signal Mountain III

2nd Deep South - #14 Butterfly conservation
2nd Country Homes GC  II

1st Deep South - #10 Landscape design
Appreciation - NGC - CE8A1 Landscape public

3rd First Saturday GC  II
1st Deep South - #10 Landscape Design

Appreciation - NGC - CE1B1 Community Garden

#49C Landscape Design - Public building
1st Franklin County GC  II

1st Deep South - #25 Roadside Beautification
Overall Winner ($25.00)]

Appreciation - NGC - CE5B1 Beautification project

#52C1 Publication Award - Newsletter
1st Suburban GC    I

Appreciation - NGC - MAE41 Publications

#53A Programs - by a member
1st Sara Simmons, Crestwood GC III
1st Lynda Reese, Murry Hills GC III
1st Kathy Rychen, Rachael Jackson GC  II
2nd Kathy Rychen, Rachael Jackson GC  II
3rd Kathy Rychen, Rachael Jackson GC  II

#53C Program Series
1st Southwind GC    I
2nd Rachael Jackson GC  II

#63B Parks - Continuing projects
1st Crestwood GC III

1st Deep South - #3 Public relations
1st Tipton Fleur de Lis    I

1st Deep South - #7 Tree planting

#64A Historic Gardens
1st Knox County Council  IV

1st Deep South - #2 Historic preservation/restoration landscape
Runner-up Commendation - NGC - CE92 Hist. Landscape

#69B Floral Design - most effective project involving youth
1st Tipton Fleur de Lis    I
2nd First Saturday GC  II

Appreciation - NGC - FD2-1 Floral Design

#70B2 Tree - most unique tree planting project - club
2nd Crestwood GC III

#72A1 Publicity Press Book - under 29 members
1st Aldersgate GC III

2nd Deep South - #29S Press Book
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Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

#72A3 Publicity Press Book - 100+ members 
1st Suburban GC    I

2nd Deep South - #29L Press Book

#FS1B Standard Flower - Show 21-49 members
1st Dixie Highway GC  IV

Winner - NGC Award - FS1B Standard Flower Show

#FS5A Small Standard Flower Show - under 21 members
1st Rachael Jackson GC  II

1st Deep South - #28 DS Small Standard Flower Show
Overall Winner ($50.00)

Winner NGC Award - FS5A - Small Standard Show

#FS15AHorticulture Special Show - Club
1st Dayton GC III

 Winner - NGC Award - FS15A - Hort Specialty

#75 Flower Show Schedules
1st Dixie Highway GC IV
1st Rachael Jackson GC  II

1st Deep South - 27A Small Standard Flower Show
Overall Winner ($50.00)

1st Dayton GC III

#78 Flower Show Staging
1st Dixie Highway GC IV
1st Rachael Jackson GC  II
1st Dayton GC III

Kitty Anderson Award Winner: Rachael Jackson GC  II

NGC-MAE2 Social Media
Appreciation - NGC - MAE2B Southwind GC   I
Appreciation - NGC - MAE2A1 Southwind GC   I

Youth Poetry
1st Grade 1st TFGC Kathy Williams - Aldersgate GC III

1st Deep South
HM NGC

2nd Grade 1st TGFC Cholin Smart - Aldersgate GC III
1st Deep South
1st NGC

3rd Grade 1st TFGC Xavier Westfield - Aldersgate GC III
1st Deep South
HM NGC

4th Grade 1st TFGC Sophia Pendergrass - Aldersgate GC III
3rd Deep South

5th Grade 1st TFGC Keegan Smart - Aldersgate GC III
2nd Deep South

6th Grade 1st TFGC Caroline Erickson - Dyersburg GC    I
3rd Deep South
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Award# / TFGC Place Club / Deep South / NG Award District

7th Grade 1st TFGC Lucy Doing Phillips - Cordova GC    I
2nd Deep South

8th Grade 1st TFGC Joel Hochman - Cordova GC    I

Smokey Bear Poster Contest
1st Grade 1st TFGC Aaradhya Agarwal - Suburban GC    I

2nd Deep South
2nd TFGC Hudson Bolton - Southwind GC    I
3rd TFGC Malcolm Wetzel - Cordova GC    I

2nd Grade 1st TFGC Ivy Jane McIntyre - Southwind GC    I
2nd Deep South

2nd TFGC Scarlett Winemiller - Cordova GC    I
3rd TFGC Jake Allen - Suburban GC    I

3rd Grade 1st TFGC Joshua Han - Suburban GC    I
2nd Deep South

2nd TFGC Aiden Bolton - Southwind GC    I
3rd TFGC Sterling French - Cordova GC    I

4th Grade 1st TFGC Garner Brasfield - Suburban GC    I
2nd Deep South

2nd TFGC Amirykal Johnson - Franklin County GC  II
3rd TFGC Benedetta Santopuolia - Southwind GC    I

5th Grade 1st TFGC Christian McLain - Suburban GC    I
1st Deep South

2nd TFGC Roxie Stolarick - Southwind GC    I
3rd TFGC Luke Hyden - Franklin County GC  III

The Annual Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl 
Contest is a terrific way to involve local 

schools in your garden club! 

For more information, go to:
 

https://gardenclub.org/sites/default/files/
2022-08/poster-contest-announcement.pdf 

or contact your district Smokey Bear/
Woodsy Owl representative.

https://gardenclub.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/poster-contest-announcement.pdf
https://gardenclub.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/poster-contest-announcement.pdf
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LOVING THE CREATURES THAT LOVE OUR 
GARDENS
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ATTRACTING URBAN WILDLIFE

THE “B’s” HAVE IT!

Birds! Bugs! Bats! Bees! Butterflies!
Oh my!

Did you know all of these B’s are:

- Losing habitat?
- Losing migratory pathways on land & 

in the air?
- Being poisoned by pesticides & 

herbicides?

How you can help:

- Plant natives
- Grow a mix of trees & shrubs
- Take care of mature trees
- Add water
- Leave leaves & snag trees
- Add a pile of dead wood in a shady 

spot
- Make a rock garden
- Replace lawns with gardens
- Put out birdhouses, bat houses, bug 

hotels
- Leave the seeds of flowering plants 

over winter
- Use ‘earth-friendly’ methods to kill 

bad bugs & unwanted plants
- Add food, especially during migratory 

seasons - suet, hummingbird feeders, 
varieties of hard-shelled, nijer & mixed 
seeds

Resources for more information:   
NWF.org
https://homegrownnationalpark.org

http://NWF.org
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GONE BATTY! 

by Anne Krekelberg, Kennedy View Garden Club
S 

My grandkids know I love bats. All 
bats…even Batman. For Christmas several 
years ago my daughter gave me my own 
sponsored bat, Mildred, a Mexican Free-
Tailed Bat. Migrating between Texas & 
Central America for 18 years, little inch-long 
Mildred spent her last years at Bat World 
Sanctuary in Texas. 

Over her lifetime, Mildred consumed 
nearly 5,000 insects every night. A lactating 
female can consume twice as much. That’s a 
lot of pesky mosquitoes!

We don’t have Mexican free-tailed bats 
in Tennessee, but we do have a huge variety, 
nearly 2 dozen. They include the Little Brown 
Bat, Southeastern Bat, Gray Bat, Silver-haired 

Bat, Tri-colored Bat, Big Brown Bat, 
Rafinesque’s Bit-eared Bat, and Evening Bat.

Unfortunately, bats have gotten a bad 
rap over the years, mostly thanks to Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula and Vampire Bats. (Yes, they 
do lap the blood of animals from a small cut 
made by their teeth. But don’t worry unless 
you’re making a trip to Mexico, Central or 
South America - one has yet to found this far 
north.)

White Nose Syndrome (WNS) 
 

These little mammals are a boon to our 
yards and gardens in so many ways, and they 
are under siege, like all our other beneficial 
creatures who love our gardens and 
environment. Habitat destruction, pesticides, 
wind turbines, and a big culprit, White-Nose 
syndrome, a fungus likely introduced from 
Europe. Two of Tennessee’s bats, the Little 
Brown Bat (Myotis lucifugus) and the Indiana 
Bat ((Myotis Somalis) have been hit especially 
hard.

The fungus settles on the bat’s nose 
during hibernation, causing the bat to wake up 
before the temperatures outside warm, when 
insects are scarce, causing starvation. The 
fungus spreads among bats themselves, within 
the caves or mines, and by human

Tennessee Brown Bat

Mildred, the Mexican Free-Tailed Bat
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contamination, walking from one fungus- 
ridden area to another. (If you go caving, 
decontaminate your shoes and gear before 
entering another habitat.) Remember, too, that 
like any other mammal, bats can contract 
rabies and spread it to humans. 

Three Reasons to Love Bats 
 
1.  Bats pollinate over 300 food crops and 
many fruits.

2. Bats keep insects in balance, consuming 
from 3,000 to 6,000 insects a night. That’s 
equal to a non-toxic pest service at up to 
$53,000,000 a year!

3. Bats create habitat. In 20 minutes or less, 
bats eat fruit, digest the pulp, and poop “seed 
rain” throughout the night. Holy Guano, 
Batman!

How You Can Help

1.  Plant food that attracts bat food: evening or 
night-flowering plants that attract insects. 
 
2.  Don’t use bug bombs or pesticide foggers. 

3.  Leave snag trees - bats love loose bark in 
which to sleep. 

4.  Add a bat house or two.   

Simple DIY Bat House 
Plus many more DIY plans on the internet & YouTube 

Bat houses can also be purchased online
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Tennessee Bat Varieties**

** (thanks to those credited on photos from the internet)

Rafinesque’s Big-Eared Bat

Tri-Colored Bat

Hoary Bat

Young Brown Bat

Gray Bat
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TFGC ELECTED & APPOINTED OFFICERS & CHAIRS

Executive Committee
Julie Wilson President
Denise Thorne President-Elect
Suzy Askew First Vice President
Janice Oliver Second Vice President
GaNelle Roberts Recording Secretary
Carol Symeon Corresponding Secretary
Susan Quinn Treasurer
Molly Hampton Assistant Treasurer
Phyllis Allen District I Director
Bobbie Wolcott District II Director
Diane Ryder District III Director
Wanda Taylor District IV Director
Kris Kelyman District I Vice Director
Bette Ann Fields District II Vice Director
Ginger Cloud District III Vice Director

Appointed Officers
Anne Krekelberg Chaplain
Ann McCormick Parliamentarian
Janan Jones Co-Parliamentarian
Bonnie Stockel Historian

Committee Chairs
Fay Weaver Arboreta/Botanic Gardens
Cathy Donaldson Archivist
Debbie Shaver Awards
Ann Brown Bee/Butterflies
Kay Flynn Birds/Wildlife
Kathy Russo Bluebirds
Pam Down Blue Star 
Maggi Burns Bylaws/Standing Rules
Marilyn Smith Calendar/Vision of Beauty
Bonnie Stockel Club Programs
Evelyn Ward Community Gardens
Suzy Askew Conservation Camp 2022
Jeanie Jackson Conservation Education
Denise Thorne Convention 2023

Fay True Convention Co-Chair 2023
Betty Tusa Energy/Water Conservation
Bette Ann Fields Garden Therapy
Sherry Arnold Indoor/Herbs/Organic 

Gardening
Cathy Waitinas Hort/Improved Cultivars/

Invasive Species
Denise Thorne Nat’s/TN Natural Disasters
Linda Ford Land Trust/Nature

Conservancy
Carole Whited Land Trust/Nature 

Conservancy
Debbie Shaver Cumberland Trail
GaNelle Roberts Legislation/Gov’t Action

Liaison
Amelia Wilkes Life Membership
Dianna Mansfield Litter/Recycling/Waste

Management
Barbara Williams Membership Database

— Membership Development
Fredericka Lawson NGC Member Services

NGC Permanent Home
Lelia Johnson National Garden Week
Suzy Askew Native Plants Book
Janie Bitner Native Plants/Trees/

Wildflowers
Blossom Merryman Memorial Gardens/Historic

Garden Preservation
Kathleen Boryla- 
Payne Penny Pines
Valerie Tipps Scholarships
Jerri Davis-Drass TN Executive Residence
Wanda Taylor The National Gardener  
Anne Krekelberg Editor, The Volunteer Gardener
Janice Oliver Associate Editor, The 

Volunteer Gardener 
Kim Rucker Trees
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Endowment Trust (7 trustees)
Julie Wilson TFGC President
Denise Thorne TFGC President-Elect
Susan Quinn TFGC Treasurer
Molly Hampton District I Trustee
June Gilmore District II Trustee
Candace Wells District III Trustee
Janie Bitner District IV Trustee

Flower Show Judges
Debbie Shaver TN Council of FS Judges
Paula Fortson FS Judges Credentials
Carole Whited FS Evaluations
Kathleen Wright FS Schedule Review
Pam Braun FS Schools & Symposiums

TFGC Headquarters: Ivan Racheff House & 
Garden
Hal Watts Chair
Cathy Waitinas Vice Chair
LaQuita Misner Recording Secretary
Janie Bitner Corresponding Secretary
Rebecca Schuler Treasurer
Teresa Schehr Assistant Treasurer
Charlotte Miller Parliamentarian

Trillium Consultants Council
Virginia Pennington President
Jeri Melton Environmental Schools
Maggi Burns Gardening Schools
Carole Whited Landscape Design Schools

Ways and Means
Jennifer Hinson Amazon Smiles
Wanda Copley Kroger
Caroline Nave TFGC Items
Mary Heim Arts/Crafts Silent Auctions

TFGC Website and Social Media
Janeene Larkin- 
Horn Administrator
Shannon Thurman Administrator
Susan Quinn Forms
Nancy Goodrich Events
Kim Halyak Facebook
Monty West Instagram

TFGC Youth Projects and Activities
Kay Cox Youth Garden Clubs/

Contests/HS Service 
Project/Youth Poetry/HS 
Essays/Youth Scripture

Phyllis Allen Smokey Bear/Woodsy 
Owl

Jackie Westfield Deep South Garden Clubs
Unified Project

Former Presidents Advisory Board
Maggi Burns District III
Cindy Hintz District IV
Pamela Dowd District II
Ann McCormick District I
Valerie Tipps District III
Annette Shrader District II
Kay Lee District I
Anne Leonard District III

TFGC Elected and Appointed Officers and Chairs (cont’d)

This list can be found on our TFGC 
website at:

https://www.tngardenclubs.org/
leadership-2/

Please note that for privacy purposes, 
address/phone/email information is available 

to Board Members only via a Password.

https://www.tngardenclubs.org/leadership-2/
https://www.tngardenclubs.org/leadership-2/
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PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
WINTER TVG ISSUE IS NOVEMBER 15, 2022. 

OUR MEMBERS LOVE TO READ INFORMATIVE 
& RESEARCHED ARTICLES WRITTEN BY 
OTHER MEMBERS. PLEASE CONSIDER 

WRITING ON YOUR FAVORITE SUBJECT! 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHS AND PHOTOS OF 
OUR BEAUTIFUL STATE ARE ALWAYS 

WELCOME.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: 
livestock, loans crawlers, and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”  

And it was so.
God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds; the livestock according to 

their kinds, and everything that crawls upon the earth according to its kind.  
And God saw that it was so.

- Genesis 1:24-25
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